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Tho ow pe Frogs eee aur hve 


pounds and. TIOIY,) 
mts hi Flenizh and 7 Span © nee 


The Fauds diſcover, let jpoiles LS 


By Seaſonable Protest; wake Great Ones poof? 


Thth' Natrorrs Damm ge» t have ct them Free 


Rewant 1s duc: ol. not; bee faid 
The Worke 1s don; But: Harkmanmn never paid. 
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Rewant 1s duc: ol. not; bee faid 
The Worke 1s don; But: Harkmanmn never paid. 
:T ho Violet: 


bd * 


& * 9A TRUE | | 
NARRATIVE 
PROCEEDINGS 


In the” 


Court or Admiralte, 
Againſt the Ships Sampſon, "Salvador, and George, their 
Silver and Lading. 


AND 


An Accompt preſented what Silver was taken our of the ſaid 
| | Ships, andcoined in the Tower, {being above two hundred 

| ſeventy eight thouſand pounds,) all which Silver the Com- 
- ;/. — © mon-wealth got by the chargeable Proſecution and Dif — 
| > covery of The. Violet, who ſaved the Common» 
| LO mon-wealth this Silver, Dec. 16. 165 2+ 


. As in this Narrative is Attefted under the 
Hands of many Honourable Perſons. 


Together with ſeveral Humble Propoſals, for the: Profit and Honour of this Com- 
mon-wealrh, in ſaving them many ſcore of thouſand pounds, 1. By making an AR 
againſt rraoſporting Gold and Silver, . 2. Againſt the culling and melting down the 

| - heavy currant Coines of the Nation. By removing the Obſtruious of the Mint, and 
| _ wayes propounded to make the Mint conſtantly coya money. 4. For the juft and due 

| Regularion of the ManufaQores of gold and filverLace to prevent the daily cheats pur - 

vpon theWearers. 5.And for the making of a publickCopper Farthing,and a great Re- 

venue propounded to be monerhly paid our of the ſame for the relicf of the maimed 

Soldiers : And ſeveral other Particulars humbly repreſcared ro the Patliament and 

Councel of State. Ef 2; 


By THO. VIOLET of Londen, Goldſmith, 


Ve Deur. 24. 14, 15. Thou ſhalt not oppreſſe an hired Servant, that is poor and needie, whethe? 

| be be of thy brethren, or of the ſtrangers that are in thy land within thy Gates. x - 

Ver. 15, At his day thou pal give him his Hire, neither ſhall the Sun 6 down upen it, for be + 
is poor, and ſetteth his heart uponll , left be cry againſt thee to the Lord, and it be finne vaio . 
thee, | | | | 


— 


4 
_—_—o_ 


—— 


A 


LONDON, Printed Anno Dom. 16 59s 


To the RIGHT HONOURABLE 


Jolm Lord Bradſhawe, Eord Commiſſioner, of the Great 
Sealof Empland, The. Lord Vaan Fl Maj. Gen. Lame | 
bers, Sir Arthur Heſilrigge, Sis Henry Vane, Sir James 
E - eff Lieut. ig ri, W bithck, Few, 
leetwood, Foſiab Barners Elq. Coll, Morley, Tho. 
oa TA Col. $ area Henry Nevill Eſq Tho 'Chalon 
; nerEſge Alot thor —_— A Councel 
. of States... ED 


May it dag your Fomenr s, | 5 fe 160 RP | 
by Sl. i5 'a  oufious:: TY to make a 


RB OWarck, and hemuſt ' be a skilful 
5 45 Artiſt,- thatexactly ſets a- broken 
-_dakens Bone, God for the ſins of this Na-_ 
tion, hath ſeveralrimes in-chis Age, tookthe: 
Clock of this Common-wealth in pieces,and/ 
many of the pins and wheels have bin —_ are. © 
miſplaced,” It now' requires great kill, 


_ - place and ſetevery'thing units due a 


Your Honours have a great work to do, 
God hath broken us in pieces, and divided 
our Councels, and none can unite-us, but he 
thathath wourided 1 us, he only mult cure us, 
and: bleſs and- fanaifie all lawful means, or: 
& A z | "elſe 


— 


i» | The Fifi Dedicatory, ; 
elſe our dis viel bones wil- never be truly” 
knit, or exactly ſet; '- | 
For this end hathGod apoitited a felea num- 


' ber of honour able perſons, of which number 


your Honours areMembers,whoſe heart God 


| hath fixed for this great Work, torevive. the 


. - 


 Ntones out of the. heap of rubbiſh, and.to 


build the Walls 6f *our Feru/alem, though 


* the Sanballats, Arabians and Ammonites be 


wroth, and EA IE pire altogether to fight Fagainh 
Feruſalem, to hinder this V,Vork, 


Right Honourable, if-you bs, FRF this 


| good IVork you have begun,. you muſt do 


as Nehemiah did, keep ggod watchy day and: 
hight, becauſe of yourenemies, leſt your ad- 
verſaries ſerve you, as they ſerved Nehemiah, 
for they lay you ſhall not know nor ſee cill 
we come in the midſt amongſt them, and ſlay 
them, and caule the work to ceaſe; if this be. 
not prevented, this Parliament will have a 
fatal end. | Le 

Preſidents in Courts of "+ fp is/A great. 
Guideto all juſt Judges,eſpecially when they 
haye been.made by the Grave and Learned, | 
| an 


% 


| The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
and are tecorded- in the Sacred 'Bible, the 
chiefeſt Book: that every good Stateſman 
walks by ; ſuch Stateſmen that walks by Ma- 
chiavels rules, the wicked Maximes of 
theſe troubleſom times, 'they do as Saul did 
when he left God, and went to the YV Vitch of 
Enaor, he pretended to go to ſpeak with Sa- 
muel, and met with the devil, fo theſe times 
| have produced many a Faſt, the pretence 
hath bin to ſeek God and Peace, when the 
true end hath bin to get to be the Head of a 
Party and Faction, to make diviſion, ' andto 
' get the Peoples money; The People are | 
now very well acquainted with ſuch canting, ” 
and as we know after a flaſh of lightning, | 
there comes aclap of thunder, ſo hath it ma. 
ny times fallen out, after Faſts hath followed 
anerecting of an High Court of Juſtice, - or 
one remarkable oppreſſion or other, | 
. I humbly preſent you herein this Epiſtle, 
with a good Preſident. made by a great. 
Stateſman Nehemiah, ſuch a one as God hath. 
recorded was a Saviour of his Countrey, a 


Builder: up of Fery/alem, in the like caſe, and =, 
oy 148 is . 


1 ©" The Bhiflle Dedicatoy, 
in thelike ſtraits as iris: now, | or. fuddenly: 
without Gods -infinite mercy will be Bride 
us, he took this-courſe. In the firſt place, 
he ſought God, and prayed before the'God 
of 'feaven, and did not make amock-Faſt'; 
then he nſed the means, he fellto his VVork, 
and built up che walls of Ferufalem, and did 
notonly build, burhe built wifely and poli- 
tickly, and had there bin a Sanballat found 
amongſt them, the people would have ſtoned 
kim: 5 9 97% LY FUBTU FATS 200% 7; 
\ -On the lovver places behind the vyall;and 
| onthe higher places,” hefer the people after 
their families, vvithieheirſvvords, rheir fpears 
and their bovves ; and 'vyhewhe had fethins- 
| ſelfin a poſture of deferice, he made the peo- 
ple to be his Guard, and delivered anOrati- 
on tothe Rulers and People, 'ifaying, Be nop 
afraid of your enemies, - remember the Lord 
which ts great and terrible,” and. fight for your 
brethren, your ſonnes and your daughters; your: 
 whots and your houſes, WO 0007 
-Iſhallhumblydefire your Honours to ob- 
ſerves” vehat vvas che effect of this orderly 
[4 | and 


and- good: poſture. Nehemich and:his peo- 
ple did. noe their work careleſſely and by 
halfes, and ſpent their precious time in need- 
lflequeſtions, but did allthings upon ſound 
advice, For when great things arc quietly 
withoutFaction diſputed, and the Reſule con- 
claded; -thentouſe expcditon and refoluti- 


_ But} all baſty and unadviſed attempts at 
long running brings theCommon-wealth 1n- 
co great danger, and the Actors generally in- 
to.contempt and miſery, many men in their 
deſignes thinking toecatch a great Fiſh, but 
after long angling bring up a Frog ; this daily 
experience. hath ſhewed, and I can expert» 
. mentally ſay it to be true. 


For thoſe men that read Machiavel, and 


make it their Rule to walk by, 'infiead ofthe 
Bible,. becauſe they are tn great places, to 
practice —_— by a Law, as 4bab. did for: 
Nboths Viniard,, - who | did not only cheat 


him of bis Land and Inheritance, bucrobbed. 
him of his Life,and to-ſeem holy called a Faſt; 
the. cffe& of that godly Faſt was to fer two 


MmMECns» 


> —— w—_— — — d w bras cw a Loa Wo. oo 4 


Uo: The. Epiſtle . Dedicatory, © 
. | mens ſonns'of-Belial,, to beare falſe: witneſſe 
| that A(aboth had Blaſphemed God and the 
King , ſending a warrant for the Execution 
of innocent A aborh. before ever they: tryed 
| him, that he ſhould be ſtorrd to death right 
 orwrong, What a ſad End the Authors of 
this murder and robbery 'come- to; is well 
known, how many great and Noble Perſons 
of the eminenteſt for quality in this Nation , 
have bin Trappaned and perjured out of their 
 Lifes, Lands and Eſtates, and ſome--of the 
witnefles upon their Death beds with horrour 
of Conſcience, and great Remorſe have con- 
feſled the perjury that they were ſuborned by 
others, tothe great ſcandal of the Juſtice of 
_ the Nation by ſuch waies. to get mens 
Eſtates. 41-1 C3003 REDO. 

- This ismoſt apparent God is commingto 
viſit for theſe things , and when man cannot 
bring the Delinquents to Juſtice, he cauſeth 
the guilty Perſons one to puniſh another, ill 

by the dividing and ſ{ubdividing they are:fo 
weak,thatas the flood cam uponthe oldiworld 
and deſtroyed mankind, :ſo by theſe.divaſions 
21:9] the 


PENETTT —o 
the ftr engeh' of the' Nation 19 'disjoynted; 
Every man upon® and" againſt: his Neighs 


bour, making a paſſage and way for the com-_ 


mon Enemy to come/and ſwalleyy the Inno, 
cent with the guilty, tf God be:not mercitull. 


Moſes divided the Red-Sea , and the 


Children of Iſrael paſſed over on dry Land, 


God hathby nature made a Sea betyveen us. 


and our Neighbours , he hath hedged us in, 
and made a vvall of ſeperation berween us 
and Popery, but our fins atthis day are'pluck. 
ing downthis wall, the wilde Bore of the For- 
reſt is come fm amongſt us, the Devil and the 
Jeſuites have plaid their parts in this'Nation, 
to the ruming of many mans Body and Soul , 


and to the admiration of Chriſtendom, the 


Jewes Crucified Chrift thinking to gratific 
Ceſar , Caſar afew years after'paid' them to 
- purpoſe for Crucifying him” 09 054n 
May it pleaſe your Honours'," The ten"Com- 
mandements and Fonts for chriſtning-of children 
at the beginning of theſe Troubles were plucked 
down.; and now comes Pulpits to be beaten in pte- 
ces,and frequent tumnlts in ſeveral Churches, 


a _ within” 


1 The, Epifile Dedicatonyy 
within the, city of London, 19s Jataly, at. Ald- 
gate-parifh:-hath hin-dene, which-15 4uornan of 
the city, 'where; many poor tive, and are; fit te, 
OT LJ 302 0 OS OI AI 
_. When I ſee children; with a. candle, amongſt 
pawder or chips, T feare the burningof the houſe , 
or a blow with powder ; when wee ſee the buds ap- 
peare, the ſpring 1 near :., theſe are as certaine. 
fienes of a miſchief ; as the plague-tokens are to | 
a man that hath the Plague, the. beſt ſymptomes 
are a puvple-fever : a ſhaking, anearth-quake, if 
not a diſſolution, The pride and vanity of ſome 
Lefturers and Mimiſters, who'in. the Nqtion 
_ having ſtudyed points of diſſention and diviſion,tn 
ftead of 'the Goſpel of Chriſt preach, themſelves, 
(too much plenty-have made them wanton.) 
 Nodoubt but ſome of. them doit with the ad- 
vice of. the Teſuits to make a ſeparation in Coun- 
tryes, Cities, Townes, Pariſhes and Families, till 
without Gods infinite. mercy, the Teſuits bring 
a deſtruction: both on the. Churches and. bou- 
fes of the N{ation, and on. this Great (tie of 
London, and ſet every man to cut one anothers 
throats... Would not the end of theſe. things bring 


an 


*Q - 


"Te Fiſte Dela) tory _ : 


an Agr WLEp! deformation, in lead of a bleſſed Rez - 


ormation, when we are expoſed to the fury of a 
farein Enemy by the WOE of the Tefpwer, and 
fall of our own Drvijrons ? 


W hat a diveliſh Scate trick vyas. put upon 


the late Protector Oliver, and his Secretary 


Mr.Thurloe,by Sif Renelm Dighy,; and ſeveral 
other Perſons Jeſu cally inclined, in ſetting 
the Protector: on that fatal buſineſſe of Hi jpa. 
_ nigla and Famaica, without eyer adviſing and 

conſulting with; many of the Enghjb Tote- 
ſtant Planters, who had for many years lived 
in choſe parts, and had they had the honour 
to have [ou conſulted wake they could have 
rold them that thoſe fiery Regions was not 
for the conſtitution of..our bodies. 

Thar. Fqsz and ſubtile Stateſman Sir Ke. 
nelme Digby, his very name ſhould have bin 
facall to the Proteſtants cauſe , if the Lord 
Protector, Oliver and Mr. or hurloe would 


have bin: pleaſed:r to remember the Gun-pow- | 


der treaſon... _ 
\_ Thus facal deſigne x. Famaica colt the Pro: 


IL! 


ar and the ommonwealth above:rvvd 
"+ Ton millions 


> 
# ” 


T he Epiſtle Didicatory. 
millions of pounds, beſi de the lives of above 
twentie thouſand valiant Engliſhmen, deſtroy- 
ed by, theunhealthfulneſs of the Climate, and 
want of- neceſſary Proviſic ons. and When 
theſe valiant men were almoſt fami t, Cwho 
had they' bin in any part of Chriſtendom, the 
Spaniards durſt not have look them in the 
face, had they bin twice their number,) yet 
theſe eallane Souldiers were alllike ſheep led 
to the ſlaughter, and their blood ſpilt. like wa- 
ter on the ground, by the'treachery of ſome 
of their Offetrs” 5, Who no doubt had private 
inſtructions from ſome then 1 in Dower to do 
what they did, which Upon. examitiation was 
the cauſe they Kept their heads: upon” their 
ſhoulders, and eu, c both: with lives and © 
ſtates, 
'May it pleaſe y your Honcurs; I hope your 
Eanican will pardon theſe ſad and neceſſarie 
inns proceedibs from a loyal heart, Ihave 


formerly ventured my life many timesto get - 
the Common-wealth' two hundred ſeventie - 
eight thouſand FAG in money,[ now vyen- 


ture my, ſelf i int a Aangerops times to Ipeak 


- truth, 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. | 
truch, It is now as it was inthe daies of 
Noah, no man but Noah and his Familie 
believ'd a fload would come, till it did come 
and ſweep them all away. oe - Rs 
And it I be juſtly uſed, I may now in your 
ſtreights bring you tn preſently as great a ſum 
in money again as | ſaved you formerly abov 
three hundred thouſand pounds, fevy ofthe 
Council of State when I undertook to diſco- 
ver theSpaniſh Ambaſſadorsfraudulent claim 
to.this Silver, I ſay there was but few,of that 
Council did:believe that 1 could ever getthe 
State this Silver, or that I would be {6 faithful 
to.rcfule tenthouſand poundswhich was offe- 
red me by theClaimers of thisSilyer, which'is 
| eertifiedin this Book by ſeverall honourable 
| Perſons to be true, ſhould I bend 'my braines 
as much to ſtudy the diſturbanee of this 
Commonzwealth, as I have ever .done the 
peace and happineſs ofir,] couldDemonſtrate 
to: you, 2 pen and Inkhorne-man as Iam 
_ can do.more ſervice or diſſervice then' many 
| hundreds of Red-coats, I humbly pray my 
faithfulneſſe be not paid with IT 
| : 


WW 


= . -- |. The Epiſtle Dedicatory. .... .. 

As for my own life, I defire to have it no 
longer preſery' d then Fen ſerve and. benefic 
my Countrey, I will wait on God, and eX- 
ſpe an happie iſſac apon this my. Himble 
requeſt, knowing that if the- Reputation and 
Tuſtice of the State, and the Certificates of- 
honorable perſons be of any value in your 
Honours ſight, my great expence, pains and 

faichfulneſs, ſhall bave 1s due and promiſed 
Reward; conſidering that in theſe humble 
Propoſals which I have propounded fo your 
Honours for my fatisfation,[ take no money 
from the publick, but humbly offer to pay in 
monethly a great Revenue to the maimed 
Souldiers, to regulate the abuſes of the Ma- 
nufacture of Gold and, Silver Thread and 
Lace, to-give a ſtop to the Franſportation of 
Gold and Silver;to keep your Mintconftant- 
ly at work to coyn money, great quantities 
yearly ; all which ſervices are of very great 
conſequence to the Common-wealth , the 
conſideration of the premiſles [ humbly] leave 
to your Honours, and remain + 


WT: © -Your Honours dutifull "and bumble Servan, 
Tu. VioLzr. 


/ 


—___—_ 
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Ho. Violets Petition to the 
? late” Protedtor ' Oliver , 


g the Common- 


* 
hs 


©} 

-£* 
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£ 


Tt forgetti 
wealth © a rv ſeventy 
- eight thouſand pownds, and to be 


paid his 'reward* according to 
Promiſe. P51 
The Lord ProteQors Reference.61 
The officers of the Mint their Cer- 
tificatt concerning this bulineſſe. 

yy” ; ; Gl 
Several per ſons Aﬀfidavits of Tho, 
Violets Services. 63 

A Copy of Tho, Violets Zettcr 
.. ſent to the Lord Bradſhaw. 67 
17. Wilſon, a»d Mr. Hills Let- 
: ter to, r. Thurkoe. 68 
Doltor Walkers Warrants to the 
- "\Examigers, Mr, How, Mr. 
Arnold, Mr. Doriſlaws, Ar. 
Bud, concerning Tho. Violet. 

| 69 


Sir Tho. Viner, Sir Tohn Bark-| 


ſtead, Iohn Limbery, Maurice 
-Thomlſon E/q. their defires to 
the Lord Bradſhaw rtoxching 
Tho. Violet. —_ 
DoFor Walkers Certificate, 90 
Lord Com. Bradſhaws Certificate, 
concerning Tho. Violets ſer- 
vice in ſtaying this Silver. $0 


TABLE,” ER” 

Sir George Fleetwoods Certif:- 
cate concerning this ſervice, and 
the Conncel of Srates Promiſe ang. 
engagement to'Tho. Violet for 
his reward. LESEY 84 

Sir Iames Harringtons Certificate 
of many ſerwices done in ſtaying 

thu Silver, and inother' Parti- 

culars. | 92 

Sir Tho: Viner, Sir Iohn Bark- 
ſtead,Gabticl Beck,Capt.lohn 
Limbery, Edward Dendy, 
Henry 'Middkton , | Maurice 

Thames ' Iſaac Doriſlaws, 

{q Certificate touching Th. Vi- 
olets grew ſerwire in the Silver- 
baſineſs. *& Ll 
| The Late Lord Proteftor Richards 

Order to Gabriel Beck and 
Francis Bacon Eſquires, tonch- 

_ ing Tho. Violet, = ms: 
Francis Bacon and Gabriel Becks 
Certificateto the late Lord Pro» 
teffor Richard. 113 . 
Tho. Violets Petition to the late 

Lord proteftor, in the name of 

"Edward Iohnſvn Eſq. fer the 

making of a publickfarthing-118 

The late Protettors Warrant to” 
"Maſter Solicitor General Ellis, 
10 prepare 4 Grant for theſe Far-- 


Alderman Francis Allen Eſq. his 
Certificate, $ « 


things. « 220" 
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THE TABLE, 


An Account of what hath been taken 
' from me bythe Parliamem. 38 


An” Account 21923 td Sir Thomas 
' Viner, Ay. Alexander Holt, 


| oc. of this buſineſs of the Silver 
I'23 
T, be everal abuſes and obſtrultions 


Ships. 1 


of the Mn, with ways propound- 
et:by Tho. Violet ok the 
Mint on work, I1 
- The late King Charles's Letter to 
the Lord Mayor and Aldermen 
of the City of London, 33 
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An Order of the Conncel of State, 

requiring Th. Violetio pay four- 

ty pounds to the Committee of $4- 

lop.for certainBonds with p 

. Ptake the a) Cagh 20 we 
them as he might have danebe- 


fare. any Sequefliration. 


47 
lohn Corbet Eſq. his Receipt for 
the afereſaid faurty pounds. 48 


SAR SAL SAABP0S Ae tian: 
To the High Court of 


PARL, IAME NT 


_- Of the Common-wealth of 


England, &c. Big 


AND TO THE | ; 
RI GHT HO NOURIBL s 
49 THE 38%. SSN 


COUNCEL. 5s STATE. 


kt Homas Violet of Landon Guldfmith, 
= humbly preſents this Narrative, concerns 
WL ing bis laying in the Court of Admiralty 
& the Silver in the Ships Sampſon, Sal- 
'. 'yador, and George, _— with the 
y.5 i 4g C ertificates and Reports of many Honour- | 
able Perſons ureofing your Petitioners, great ſervice done this | 
Nation, in his ſeaſonable Applications to the (ouncel of State 
1552: and bis proteſting im the Admiralty,,; againſt the iſ 
charge of this filver., and diſcovering « the. frauds. of the 
Spaniſh and Fleauſh Claimers, and ' in maniy other parti 


culars. 


B 2, Furghe 


—_ 


(2) _ 
II, Further ſheweth, that there was unloaded out of the 
aforeſaid ſhips, 1653. upm your Petitioners diſcovery, the 
fumme of two bundred ſeventy eight thouſand pounds, which 
your Petitioners. ſtayed by his Proteſt in the Admiralty, the 
fame houre the Judges would havz diſcharged it. And this fil- 
ver wadall coyned in the Tower, And Colonel Barkſtead, Lieu- 
tenant of the Tower, paid all this treaſure to the Army and 
= Navie, for the defence and, ſervice of this Common wealth, 
in1653. and 1654. as will appear toyour Fenours, upon the 
fight of his Accounts concerning this buſmeſſe. 
I]. Theſe Particulars with many others, are certified to 
his late Highnefſe Oliver Lord Proteftor, under the hands of 
Col. Barkttead, Lieutenant of the Tower, Alderman Viner, 
Cpt. John-Limbery, Doctor Walker, Serjeant, Dendy, 
Maurice Thomſon, Treaſurer af the Eaft-India Company, 
Serjeant Middleton, Iſaack Doriſlavves, Gabriel Beck 
Pſquires, By vertue of his late Highneſſe reference direfied 
zo them 143. July 1657, Oo | 1%. 
IV. The true Copies of theſe original Petitions and Certifi- 
cates, and ſeveral other TranſaFtions touching this ſilver, are 
here preſented to your Fimonrs view, to the end your Petition- 
er may (after ſolong a delay of Juſtice) have bis dearly earns 
ed reward, Your Hanours, upon peruſal of all the Premiſſes, 
will ſee it clearly proved, your Petitioners great expence, 
eminent zeal, faithfulneſſe, and integritiey with the hazard of 
bis lift in this ſervice of the Commou-wealth. | 


May 25+. - | Tour Honours Humble Servant, 
_ THO. VIOLET. 


(.3) 
TO THE 


RIGHT. HONOURABLE 


The LORDS and others of the ; 


COUNCEL #»* STATE 


VIZ., 


| Thomas Lord Fairfax, Major Gen. Lambert, Col. Jobn 

Desborough, Col, James Bury, John Bradſhaw Serjeant 
at Law, Sir Anthony Aſhley Cooper, Sir Horatio 'Townſ 
end, Sir Arthur Flefulrig ge, Sir Henry Vane, Lieut, Gen. 
Ladies, Lieut, Gen+ Fleetwood, Major Salaway, Col, 
Dixwell, Mr. Reynolds, Mr. Joſiah Barners, Col. Morley, 
Mr. Thomas $ cot, Mr, Robert Wallop, Sir James Hare 
rington, Col, Walton, Col. Zohn Jones, Col, Sydney, 
Col» Sydenham, Mr. Fen, Nevill, Mr. Thomas Chaloner, 
Col, Downs, Lord Chief Juſtice, St. John, Col. Thon- 
pſon, Lord Whitlock, Sir Robert Flanywood, Six Archis 
bald Jobnſon. 


May tt pleaſt your Hononss, 


ZZ FOur Petitioner did about the eighth of 
Fay Decemb. 1652. deliver into the Coune 

| cel of State a Written Paper, wherein 
| was diſcovered, that at that preſent time 
| 83 aPratice and Combination was leton 
 footby ſeyeral Merchants and others, to deceive the 


wm — 


B 2 Com- 


Common-wealth of.a great quantity of filver, aboye 


© -- three hundred thouſand pounds, which was then a- 


board the Ships Sampſon, Salvador, and: Sf. George, then 
riding about Black-wall., * LES 
Upon | 7 9 of this. Buſineſle at the Councel 
of State, the Councel within few. dayes after, cont- 
manded and engaged.your Petitioner in this ſervice, and 
your Petitioner did faithfully promile the Councel his ut- 
| termoſtendeayours, -to diſcover this fraud, and at his 
own charge to proſecute this Bulinefle in the Court of 
Admiraltie. The Judges of the Court of Admiralcie 
did appoint the 16, day of Decemb. 1652. to give. {ene 
- tence ſor clearing theſe ſhips and ſilyer, being-to the 
value of aboutthree hundred thouſand pounds ia lilver, 
as appears by the Certificate of the Officers of the Mint, * 
Whereupon your Petitioner came- into the Court of 
Admiralty, the very day and houre the Judges were 
clearing; the ſaid-filver, and at his own peril made his 
Proteſt in the Admiraltie againſt the Judges of that 
Court, and againſt all further Proceedings of theirs, to 
diſcharge this Silver in the aforeſaid ſhips, till your 
Petitioners Witneffes were examined, and ſhevvedthe 
Judges many Reaſons, being for the advantage and 
ſafety of the Common-wealth, for reſpiting for ſome 
dayes their Judgment. | dE 
Thereupon the Court of Admiralty adjourned till the 
next: day, and the Judges bcing very angry with your 
Petitioner for making the aforeſaid Proteſt, and for what 
your Petitioner had laid to the. Judges in open Court, the 
P oil | | Judges 
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Judyes thereupon command your Petitioner to attend the 
| Council of State that very day in the afternoon, being 16 
of December 16 52.the Petitioner to anſwer beforethem for 

his mildemeanor ((o the Iudges were pleaſed to call ir) 
that morning in the Courc of Admiralty, - 
Your Petitioner did accordingly attend the Council of 
State;that day, 16 Dec. in the afternoon, and upon full 
examination of che Buſineſs before them, the Council 
_ ſtayed he ſilver, and blamed the Judges for their com- 
' plaining of your Petitzoner, and your Petitioner had 
| thanks from the Council for what hee had done in his 
timely and 'ſeaſonadle ſtaying this ſilver, and commanded 
ro uſe what expedition hee could in proving that great 
quantities of the ſilver then aboard theſe ſhips appertain- 
ed to the Merchants of Amſicrdam. Thereupon your Pe» 
titioner undertook to the Council of State to diſproye 
the Spaniſh and Flemiſh clamors, and the.Spaniſh Em- 
baſſadors pretences toall this filver in the aforeſaid ſhips. 
And this diſcovery your Petitioner undertook to maketo 
the Council of State at his own charge. | 
The Council of State upen the conſiderations afore- 
faid, and to incourage your Petitioner to proceed, they 
did faithfully-promile your-Petitioner for this his ſervice 
and diſcovery ,that your Petitioner ſhould be paidthe-ſum 
of eleven thouſind pounds out of the filver that ſhould. 
- be taken out of theſe ſhips, and converted to the. uſe of 
the Common-wealth, this \umme of eleven thouſand. 
pounds, being the value of your Dr 
ne. 


| \ 
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the Parliament 1643. upon mis-information againſt 
our Petitioner had lequeſtred. | 

And the Council of State declared unto your Petiti- 
oner ,” That if your Petitioner ſhould fail co make good 
his undertaking in diſproving the Spaniſh and Flemiſh 

Claims to all this filver, then aboard the ſhips Sampſon, 
Salvador, and George, that the undertaking would undo 
our Petitioner; for upon your Petitioners Failing to make 


good proof of, what he had undertaken, the Councel of 

State wouldveport your Petitioner to the Parliament to 

. be an Incendiary, therefore it highly concerned your 

_ Petitioner tobe well aſſured of what he had undertaken, 

and allo to be juſtly dealt wvithal when he had done 
this ſervice, | 

Upon the aſſurance of the Councel of State upon 


' theaforeſaid rermes, your Petitioner engaged and under- 
took this great, difficule, and dangerous ſervice, where- 
in your Petitioner employed above ten leveral perſons, 
for aboutewo years, and laid out of Purſe, befidesall his 
time and hazard, che ſumme of above ſeven hundred ſix. 
ty five pounds, which he payes interelt for atthis very 
day, as is depoſed by ſeveral Witneſſes whom your Pe- 
titioners employed in chis ſervice, and this is atteſted uns 
der the hands of ſeveral Honourable Perſons, to the late 
Lord Prote&tor Oliver. b-: 
| May ttpleaſe your Honours, beſides this ſervice your 
Petitioner did for the Common-wealth, he diſcovered te 
the Councel of State, in Jan. 165 1. That from Angſt. 
| 1652, 
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to December 20. 1652, the Admiralty had diſcharged fifty 
eight ſhips, all loaden with rich merchandize, 1 printed 
the ſeveral dates of the moneth they werecleared out of 
the Conrt of Admiralty, the names of the ſhips, and the 
Maſter of the ſhips names, and the parties to whom theſe 
{ſhips and merchandize was delivered at Eonden ; andthat - 
many of theſe ſhips after their diſcharge from hence, un- 
loaded their a bdize at Amſterdam for the account of 
the Dutch, to the: value of many hundred thouſand 
pounds, - 8h 
Uponexamination of this Buſineſs, the Council of 
J:ate had certain intelligence from beyond ſea that this 
information was true, and theſe Letters were remaining 
| In Captain Biſheps hands who can teſtifie the truth. 
| Wherevpon your Petitioner humbly preſented to the 
Council of Statein writing ſeveral waies- for the preven« 
ting this abuſe for the future, and the Judges in the Ad- 
miraltie was removed, and orher ludges put in their pla- 
ces, with particularin{iruftions for the prevention of the | 
former frauds puton the Nation. | 
By which diſcovery made by your Petitioner, the 
'Common-wealth got many ſcore prizes, which were 
condemned as Dutch prizes, when they could not bring 
atteſtations from FHamborough under the Parliament _ 
Agents hands,viz Mr Bradſhaws,that they really anderu- 
ly belonged to Hamborough. The value of the Ships and 
goods by your Petitioners means diſcovered was amounts 
ing to ſeveral ſcore of thouſand pounds, befides- all the 
ſilver your Petitioner ſtayed, vwyhich the Dutch had _— 
ca - 
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ed us of, had not your Petitioner acquainted the Council 
in January 1652 with the former cheats put on the Nati- 
on, in printing a liſt of 53 Saile of ſhips, moſt of them 
Dutch prize, which the Common-wealth loſt, for want 
of keeping a good Watch on the Aﬀtions of their Judg- | 
es and Officers in the Admiralty in thoſe times 165 2. 
1653. Ir was nothing for ordinary Proctors in the 
Admiralty to get foure or five thouſand pounds a yeare, 
by cozening the State in their prizes, till your Perittoner 
by his diſcovery to the Councel of State, ſpoiled their 
Tiade for a great part of it. This diſcovery got your 
Petitioner the envy of many huadred Merchants, and 
others in the Admiralty. | 
' There was nota motion, nor any Proceedings inthe 
Court of Admiralty, for about three yeares, touching 
. the Silver Ships Sampſon, Salvador and George, their filver 
' and lading, butevery day your Petitioner was required, 
togive his attendance therein, at the Court of Admi- 
ralty, and forced to employ at his own charge'many per- 
fons; . and your Petitioner was required by Doctor 
Walker, athis own charge to employ many perfons to 
breviate and have iaſpeRion into all the Records, As, 
Bills of lading, Pleas, Extracts, Allegations, and Inter- 
rogatories, Witneſſes, Depofitions in the Silver bufi- 
-nefſe, as will appear under the hands of ſeveral per- 
ſons employed and paid by your Petitioner for chat 
ſervice. Fro 
Your Petitioner did ſeveral times move the Councel 
of State, in December, January, February, March 1652. | 
Fol 
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to unload the ſilver out of the ſhips; to avoid theem= 
bezeling thereof, there being above an hundred thou- 
ſand pounds ftollen out of theſe ſhips, while the filyer 
was in theRiver; there are bills of lading in the Ad- 
miralty, for filyer that was never delivered into the 
Tower, to the value of above a hundred thouſand 
' pounds in ſilver, which bills appertain to theſe ſhips, 
: Sampſon, Salvador, and George, 
Your Petitioner preſented to the Councel of State, 
in 1565251653. ſeyeral frauds and abuſes put upon the 
.Common-wealth, in the Sale of their Prizes, Ships, 
and Merchandize, by the indire& meanes of ſome Offi- 
cers they intruſted to ſci] the ſame, ſometimes the State 
hath been cheated fourty in the hundred, to the value 
of many ſcore of. thouſand pounds in this bufinefſe, 
Your Petitioner finding theſe papers that made this 
Diſcovery, which he delivered to Col. Joanes, and Mr. 
Thurloe,(by ſome bribing means )in theCuſtodie of ſome 
of the parties complained of;and that nothing was done 
to reform theſe abuſes, but this buſineſs was ſtifled. 
| (And by your Petitioners dilcovery of the abuſes for the 
ſervice oh the State, he had contracted the enyieof ma- 
ny guilty perſons) Thereupon to ſhevwy to the world, 
what I had delivered in private to the aforeſaid perſons 
was true, and that I would juſtife what I had com-.. 
plained of privately, I printed the ſeveral frauds and 
| Cheats putupon the Nation by ſome of the Commiſh- 
oners for prize Goods, and. ſome of their Officers and 
Agents, and demonſtrated ſeveral wayes tor the State to 


| EC "| finde 


— 


tay. | 


finde it our, which was offered to be proved to be true; 


by Mr. John Day, and ſeveral others at that time, but ,- 


the fate of the Common-wealth in thoſe dayes wasto ' 
be cozened, that makes the debts of the publick novyar 
' this time ſogreat, and the Publicans of thetime ſo rich. 
| Your Petitioner by order of Parliament, as appears by 
your Records of the Houſe, for ſeveral yeares was com- 
manded to follow and ſolicite the getting of an Act to 


' paſſe againſt tranſporting Gold and Silver. - And your 


Petitioner made ſeveral overtures both for puniſhing and 
diſcovery of the offenders that had tranſported Gold and 
Silyer, and melted down the filver coyn of the Nation; 
by whoſe fines many ſcore of thouſand pounds would 
have juſtly come to the State. | 
| But the guilty perſons were then ſo-powerfull inthe 
Councills of the Parliament, that chough the Parliament 
made ſeveral Committees of the Houſe and Countil of 
_ State, for the perfeRing the ARt and for diſcovery of the 
offenders, and referred the matter. thereof to the confi» 
deration of the Commiſsioners of the Navy , Offi- 
cers of the Mint, and Farmers of the Cuſtomes, who all 
of them have certified the Parliament of the great mil: 
chict and dammaye the Common-wealth ſuffered by ſe- 
_ venalevil-diſpoſed perſons, who for private lucre and 
gain daily tranſported the Gold and Silver of the Nation, 
to the unſpeakable damage of the Common-wealth. 
This Bill being "twice read in the Houſe, and ſeveral 
tmes committed, yet by che power of ſome guil 
Merchants, this good Act was ſopt, ſmothereg and fti- 
| If ; fled, 


s. 
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fled, and never finiſht, though your Petitioner attended 
many yeares athis great expence and charges to have 
this good Act paſt, (And now at this day itis apparent 
to all people, )chat you cannot receive in the payment ofa 
thouſand pounds twenty ſhillings in Gold, no Gold 
being ſtirring in the Nation, but in the hands of Game. 
Rers, Rooks, and Goldſmiths, they ſelling a twenty 
ſhillings piece in Gold for two ſhillings in the pound, 
more then the price current by Proclamation, which 
is agaiaſt the Statute of the fifth and ſixth of Fdward 
the ſixth, Andtopgive your Honours an information of 
the preſent ſtock of Silver moneys, now current in this 
Nation, there is very little left but light and clip: money, 
- the weightie flver money, being culled, melted down, 

_ and tranſported, by divers Goldſmiths and other, for 
private lucre and gain, to the unſpeakable damage of the 
Common-wealth, eſpecially at” this time, now we 
have War with Spam, This your Peticioner hath often 
complained of to this Parliament, and hath humbly of- 
fered them a remedy, but as yet nothing hath been done 
by them to prevent this miſchief. 

There was ſeveral Committees appointed to regulate the 
abuſes concerning the coyne, and removing the obſtruftions of 
| the Mint theſetimes, having appointed two Dottors of Phy. 
fack to be the chief Officers ., the Mint. 

Your Petitioner was required to give his attendance on this 
Committee,and commanded by them at his own charge to ſend for . 
from beyond ſeas all the principal Coyns in Chriſtendom, ond to 
procure the Lawes, Orders and Statutes made beyond ſeas, jo 


—— 
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the due regulating their Mints ; and their Policies, how they 
aſed to draw bullion into their-Mints : theſe Lawes your es 
titioner tranſlated and printed, and preſented them to the (om- 
Fer for this buſineſſe, for removing the obſtruftions of the 
mnt. fe | 
And your Petitioner made Aſſayes . of all theſe forraign 
 Coynes of Gold and Silver, and writ down the juſt weight and 
Randard of every ſeveral foreign Coyne, what proportion and 
value they held with the ſtandard of our Mint, and what every 
'  forreign piece of Gold and Silver, would make to Merchants to 
be com'd inour Mint of London, and cauſed all the ſeveral 
ſtamps of the (ones of forreign Gold and Silver to be engra- 
ved, for the true information of all our Engliſh Merchants, 
who generally are not ſaexpert in this myſtery as the Dutch 
Merchants are. The true reaſon of this defe& us this, viz\ 
. nEngland we have only our own Coynes of Gold and Silver 
goes Currant, which makes our Nation in general never to ſtudy 
the intrinſecal value- of forreign Coynes of Gold or Silver ; 
whereas in Holland almoſt all forreign Coynes of Gold or 
Silver goes currant by Proclamation, therefore of neceſſity all 
Merchants and others muſt know the mtrinſecal value of all 
forreign Coynes, what proportion they hold with their ſtandard, 
and ſeveral "Books which they call Placarts , are printed by 
Authority of the States, with the ſeveral Figures of the Coynes 
of forreign Gold and Silyer, being marked in the margin at 
What price the ſeveral Coynes ſhall go, not being waſhed and 
 dlipt, and full weight, 
And the Dutch allowing theſe forreign (oynes to go cur, 
rant, having publick banks of treaſure, that makes them Ma. 
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ſters of their Excharige of moneys, the myſteries whereof very 
few of our Engliſh Merchants underſtand, for the reaſons 
aforeſaid, 

But had the Fignyes of all the forreign Coynes bin printed, 
which was prepared by yonr Petitioner, by order of the Hos 
nourable the ( ommittee of the Mint, in 1652. your Petitioner 
humbly affirms to your Honours, that jhe printing thereof 
would have been a great guide and advantage to our Merchants, 
and the Nation, had Mr.Secretary Thurloe given your Petiti- 
oner back again theſe Prints and Pap:rs which was moſt 
model'd and ated by your Petitioner, but he buried them in 
Oblivion, as he did many other good Propoſals, which your Pets. 
tioner preſented to bim, for the ſervice of the Common-wealth. 
Jour Petitioner humbly offered , to the conſideration of 
the Committee, for removing the obſtruftions of the Mint, that 
if they would ſet the Mint a work, they muſt take order toremove 
their chief Officers of the Mint ; theſe Gentlemen, the preſent 
maſter-Worker and Warden, were never brought up to know the 
myſteries of the Mint, nor the private waies of correſpondence 
with forein mints and merchants, and to make every winde bring 
rift to their mill, and to know what ſhips and merchants bring 
us in gold and ſilver, and to learn the myſterie to inforce them 
fo coyn it ; alſo to know what ſhips and merchants tranſport gotd 
and ſilver without licence from the State, and to keep good intel- 
ligence and watch upon their actions that ſo the gold and ſalver en« - 
deavored to be unlawfully tranſported may be ſeixd and for- | 
feited, For a man to be his Crafts-maſler in this myſtery, re- 
| quires 4s many years fludy as to be a Dottor of Phyſick, and 

5 never to be learn'd by looking on an Urinal, 


Your 
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Jour Petitioner bumbly ſaies , The Parliament had made a 
| better bargain to have given theſe Dofors of Phyſick fortie 
thouſand pounds far a penſion, than to ſuffer that dammage they 
have received by the nat- imploying of the mint, daily gold and 
falver being imported into this Nation, and before ever it be coys 
ncd tranſported out again without licence, to the great dammage 
and weakning of the ſtock of this Common wealth. 

There is ſilver and gold vaſt and great quantities brought 
daily from beyond the ſeas, and landed in this Nation, without 
þ tying of Cuſtom, and this verie filver and gold is ſtoln out of the 
Nation again before ever it be coyned without licence or paying 
of Cuſtom ; ſo here is a Trade to the value of ſome hundreds of 


thmuſands of pounds by the year, for the particglar profit of ſome 
covetous merchants,and the Common- wealth have no profit either 


by Exciſe, Cuſtom or (oynadge; and till skilfull men in theſe 
Myſteries be imployed in the Mint, this miſchief will not be ſtopt 
or removed either by Doftars or Apothecaries. 

Your Petitioner did formerly offer, and now dath humby offer 
unto your Flonours, that he may be impuwered aid commiſs4oned 
to be maſter:Worker and melter of the Mint, to undertake now 
at this time to ſet your Mint to work, notwithſtandidg the pre: 
ent Warre with Spain, provided your Petitioner may be impows 

ered by your Honours order for the execution of what he ſhall | 
 Þumbly propound for the honour of the State and ſervice of the 

. Common-wealth in this buſineſs. : 
God ſend your Honours to order all theſe abuſes by mee here 
preſented, may be prevented for the future and care taken where 
corrupt, ignorant and unskilfull perſons are got into imploiment fur 
the publick they may be removed, and truſtie skilfull Officers put 
| | in 
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- i their imploiments, our Petitioner humbly ſaies , 'This is a 
ure Waie to abate and leſſen the great engagements of the Come 
monwealth when Drones are diſcharged and Bees imploied : far 
if your Honours take away the cauſe, the cure of the diſeaſe 


followes of courſe. | | Wi; 
OLIFE R the late Lord ProteQtor the 20: 


of April 1653. diſmiſſes the Parliament, and the ſame day 
put a Guard of ſouldiers aboard the aforeſaid ſhips, 
Sampſon, Salvador, and St. George, then riding abour 
Black.wall, And ſhortly after unloads all the filver in- 
tothe Mint, which your Petitioner ſtayed for the uſe 
of the Common-wealth : your Petitioner can prove 
ic by the Account of the Mint, that the filyer which was 
takenout of the faid ſhips,beſide what vas ſoln and em, 
bezzled; amounted to the ſumme_ of two hundred ſe- 
yentic eight thouſand odde hundred pounds, and Mr. 
Lieut. of the Tower, Col. *Bark/tead, paid out all this 
reat Treaſure. | | 
[In reducing theDntch, paying the Army,and other ſervis 
ces for thePublick,as willappear by the particulars of his. 
Accompt ; and your Petitioner neve? had farthing, fo 
that this great Treaſure your Petitioner ſtayed, was 
- evzry pennie laid out in defence - of the Common- 
wealth, and ſubduing the Dutch. Ir was a great mercie 
of God to this Nation, that your Petitioner preveated 
the Dutch from getring this great Treaſure, at that jun- 
| ure of time, 1552.thatfilver would have made work for 
uselſe, had che Dutch had ir. 
When your Peritioner ſee all this money dilpoſed ns 
| © oY 
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by Col. Bark/tead, and not one penny thereof paid un: 
to your Petitioner, according to the promiſe of the 
Councel of Scate; yet at the ſame time your Petitioner 
to be daily commanded and enjoined by. the late Lord 
Proteor Oliver, and by his Councel, and by the Judg- 
es of the Admiraltie, and DoCtor Walker 165 3. 1654: dai- 
lie requiredat his own charge to attend and proſecute 
this buſineſle, and to pay aboutten other perſons for a- 
bout two yeares, who aſſiſted your Peritioner in the 
proſecution of this bulineſle, as appears. by the Warrants 
of the Touncel of State, Court of Admiraltie, Doctor 
Walker, all of them dated after the 20. of April 1653. 
Which Warrants and Orders your Petitioner hath ready 
to produce to your Honours. | 
Your Petitioner finding this unmerciful and hard 
uſage in this buſineſle, to be dailie forced to borrow 
orcat ſummes of money at intereſt, and to expend the 
lame in proſecuting this buſineſs in the Admiraltie to, 
maintain the States claim to this filver againſt the clai- 
mers, and your Petitioner never to receive one peny from 
the States for his ſeryice, he was enforced to petition the 
late Lord Protector, OLIVER forhis-reward and ſa. 
tisfaRtion, according to the promiſe of the Councel of 
State, his Highneſs being one of the Members that had 
fithfully-promiſed your Peritioner the ſumme of eleven 
thouſand pounds when your Pecitioger firſt undertook 
this ſervice, before Col.Bingham and Mr Sadler, 
In his Petition hee lets Rank the ſeveral (crvices, char- 
geable and dangerous imploument , togerher with the 
 Councel 
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Councel: of States, engagements, and: promile,.\-toi pay 
yout Pctirioner eleven. thouſand pounds forthis-his dif- 
covery and ſervice, and named leveral of the Councel of 
Stare which knevnthis tobe atruth, and that your Peri. 
tioner wholly relied upottthe Councels Promile as afore- 
ſaid\ (which was thetrue cauſe) that engaged! your Peti- 
tianer, to: undertake-his difficule, chargeable, and dans 
gerous:task: and iment; 51/117 CURE 226 9) 
And hadnot youri:Petitignex; borrowed: aboye feveh 
hundred fixty five pounds,/and tne itall inthis izr+ 
vice, whith he payes intereſt forac this veryiday, -beſides 
your Petitioners daily atterdance inthe Admiralty: vyith 
about ten perſons whom he -Paid .dnd - employed: 1 this | 
buſineſs to aſhiſt your Petitiorier; bad gotyour Petitioner 
done this, the Common»weakh--had loft eyery penny 
of this great treaſure. | | | | El 
'v'Thelate Lord P rotecor. Oliver, upon.yolus. Petitioners 
addreſſes unto him, and after. his. dailyamendance\ fora 
bove twoyeares,.. With ' Petitions at Whiteball and Hams 
ptox Court; for his:dearly, earned: reward,.;the: reaſons 
wherefore. che. ProteRor delayed:your Paritioner.ſolong,, 
before bis: referenca coucking | this buſiaefie,}. was (he 
knevv the' Referrees would certifie the. debt, and that 
heknew I:could.prove his particular Promile,. for the 
paying of your Pericioner eleven ghouſand pounds for this 
ſervice, vithich he raade; meat the Cock-pitatyifitepall, 
before Col. Binghan and Mr..Sadler, -wbo wei: of the 


then.Councel of/$tate, and-braught meto him, | to give - 
himia: particular Avon whe your Perjui 


-—— 
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in this buſineffe, your Petitioner 'by his. importunity: arid 
daily atrendance, following him-every day, got his High- 
nefle Oliver. at : laſt; 'to i referre the atforelaid:: Petition 
to Col.:/Barkftead Lieut, of the Tower, Mr. Alderman 
Vynery Capt: John Limbery,' Do@tor: Talker Advocate for 
his Highneſle, Gabriel Beck, Serjeant Deridy, Maurice T hom- 
ſon. Treaſurer of theEaſt-India Company, Serjeant Middle. 
ton, 1ſaac Doriſlawes Eſquires,/''6viany three or-mmore of 
chem, ro take: your 'Petitioners Perition/ into their. con- 
+ fideration, 'to:cxamine-all che.premifles, and- thereupon 
to fate. and! cettifie your Paitioners/'cale, (to his late 
Highnefle- Oliver. Lord: ProteQor,) together with their ' 
opinions-uypon the whole marter;/ touching: your Petiti- 
oners reward and; fatisfaRion'for 'this ſervice, -as appears 
by the original” Petition and Reference. . 91 $292 

© MF-tht'- afdreqdmed Referrees' por reading this Petation, 
and the -tr anſaFfions thereupon,” after many dayts' meeting," beld 
16-very ntceſfarie-ifor the clexyme- of the-truth,/ to acqaaint the 
Lord Bradſhaw ;/Sr-James Harrington, Si George Fleer- 
wood, 'arid Francis Allen Efquires; with your Petitioners Pe- 
tition,” and bis Eighnefſe Referente'-therehpon, ini regard your 
Petitioner had -named all the aforeſaid Honourable perſons in 
his Petitions and Papers, among ſt others who both knew-your Pe- 
716 96 50 touching the ftaying this ſilyer; and were pri- 
vie to ths Councel-of Stites Ingagements 'and Intentions, to-pay 
Jour Petitiorier eleven thouſand pounds , when your Petitioner 
wndertook to diſprove the Spaniſh and- Flemiſh Claimers, 
Ad mpos(oiſoderation of the Conntels promiſe to-your Petitioner, 


as , 
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orafieſal,” wt the cauſe that midle your”Petitiontr undertake 
-this difficult, chargeable and dangerous ſervice. And the aforeſaid 
referees received Certificates from everie one of the aforeſaid ho- 
norable perſons, which Certificates ſet forth the great fervice done 
:by:your- Petitioner viz, T bat your Pttitioner was upon his | 
undert king of this Buſineſs looked on by the then Councel of State 
as the Great Wheel that ſet all on work, and ſet on foot this diſe 

* cavery in getting the State this great Titaſure, oy elſe the State 
had loſt it in'the- Admiraltie, and that theſe Attings of your - Petiti= 
oner, accompanied with great charge,” hazzard and trouble, was 
the Cauſe (tine qua non) of the after-benefit received by the 
State upon converſion of this falver. That the Councel of States 
Ingagements and intentions to the Petitioner, at his firſt aſſuming 
the implotment, was not without good reaſon uncommitred to rs 
ting, for avoiding of miſconſtruftion, 

And the Councel of State did not onely promiſe the” Petitioner : 
the reſtoration of his Eſtate for bis particular ſervice of ſtaying the 
Silver, but did alſs promiſe to confer upon the Petitioner an Ho- 
norable Memorial, and had not the Petitioner bad a real aſſurance 
from the Councel ofState i in16 52«for the paying of him the ſumme 
of eleven thouſand pounds, the whole Buſmneſſe touching this Sil- 

Ver had been loſt and left undertaken, had not the Petitioner had 
fuchan inſurance and promiſe,” and alſo relied -n the ſame for a 
Juſt Performance 

It is true, they certifie that for (ome Reaſons f 5 tate the Pes 
titioners ( l homas Violets) aſſurance an reward was not come 
mitted to writing, to avoid clamonr and lewd tongnes, but this 0- 
miſ5iog Was not to fruſtrate the Petitioner of bis dearly-earn'd Re- 


ward, the reftoration of *bis Eſtate, or eleven thouſand pounds. © 
FI Thele 
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' Theſe arc but:the, Heads of: the. aforeſaid} Centifipates, 
the Originals certifie all matters \touching this Bulirieſs at 
large, under the hands of che Lord:\Bradſhaw;:Sir James 
Harrington, Sit George Fleetwood, Fraxcis/Allen Elquares,every 
perſon leverally. certifies all - che; aforeſaid. referrees: their 
particular knowledg| of this Bulmeſs,® 1 0 
- Col. Barkſtead, Sir Thomas Vier, and all the-before. 
named Referrces, upon: conlideration. of theſe Certificates, 
and upon fight of the atteſtation of the Officers of the 
Miat, and ſeveral other Witneſſes, veho depoſe, That Tho- 
mas Vilet was ſeveral times offered, and might have recei. 
ved fromthe Claimers of Silver, (Merchants of Flanders. 
then in London) the ſumme. of tea thouland pounds to *' 
have deſiſted the proſecution ofthis Buſineſs inthe Coure 
ef Admiralty, and to haye betrayed the' truſt which the 
Councel of State impoſed on him, to make a diſcovery of 
Spaniſh and Flemiſh fraudulent Claimes ; and allo upon 
fight of ſeveral orders of the Conncel of State,the Judpes 
of the Admiralty, and DoRor Walker, and ſeveral depoli. 
tions taken inthe Petitioners caſe, upon the whole matter 
all the aforeſaid Referrees certifie. his. late Highneſs Oliver 
- Lord ProteQor;- .. Tize 111 1 | | 
_ That upon Examination of Thomas Violets Petition,t 
finde that the Petitioner isa perſon who not onely deſervs 
the making gaod of the Councel of States Ingagement 
and Promiſe unto him, for the true paying your Petition- 
er Tho. /;olet, the ſurame of-eleven thouland pounds, but 
upon due conſideration had of the great Travel, Charge, 
and Hazard, which your Petitioner hath-undergone in 
" the 
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che Profecution' of this - buſineſſe, and your Petitioners 
great faithfulneſs in'refuſing to be corrupted, or betray ' 
the intereſt of the Common-wealth, as hath been fully 
_ proved unto'them, as alſo upon the Arteſtation of - Sir 
George Fleetwood ind Sir Fanies Harrmgton, concerniog the 
Proniile' of the Councel of State to your Petitioner Tho. 
et, for the reſtoration to him his eſtate, or eleven 
thouſand pounds, all theſe Referrees report to his late - 
Highnefle 0l;ver Lord ProteRor, that they humbly con» 
ceive upon. th&whole matter of Fad, that over and above 
the payment of eleven; thouſand pounds: that there be 
ſome ſignal reward conferred on the Petitioner for this 
his eminent ſervice, that all ' other for the future may be 
encouraged to ſerve the- intereſt of cthe-Common-wealth, 
with that ſingular faithfulneſs and integrity, as the Petiti. 
oner hath done, and they all certifie that they finde, Tt 
proved that the Petitioner by his- chargeable profecuti- 
on'of this buſineſs in the Court of Admiralty, hath con- 
trated debts, amounting unto the ſumme of ſeven huna 
dred ſixty five pounds, which the Petitioner borrowed 
linens all his owa eſtate being under ſequeſtration 
ever fince' 1643. beſides ſeveral other great ſunames of 
money your Petitioner borrovved at intereſt for his ſup- 
port ever ſince his ſequeſtration, upon conſideration 
whereof they finde the Petitioners Engagements are very 
_ preſſing upon-him,- and they all humblie offer, that for 
., thepreſent, leſt the Petitioner ſhould be thrown intopri- 
ſon, forthe very moneys he hath expended in getting the 
Common-vvealth this 'great treaſure” of-twwo _— 
eventy 


o 
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ſeventy eight thouſand pounds, the juſt accomptchere- 
of they had ſeen prelented umio them by Col: "Bark. 
ead. | | OIL 0a 
That his Highneſlc Oliver, Lord Proteftor, in conſi= 
deration. of all the Premiſl:s, would, be pleaſed preſently 
to pay the Pecitioner, Tho. Yioler, ſome conſiderable ſum 
of money to pay off his great engagements for the Scate, 
and forhis ſupport for the future, according, to his qua- 
lity, and chatche remainder of the money to. make up 
the ſumme of eleven thoufand pounds be paid unto him 
according to the Promiſe of the Councel of State, the 
Petitioner Tho, Violet, having ſerved the Common-wealth 
1a this great bulineſle, with a great deal of reſolution, 
faithfulneſs and aCtivity, This Reportis at large ſigned 
and cettified to. his late Highneſs, Oliver Lord Protector, 
the firſt of May 1658. by Col, Barkſtead Lieutenant of 
the Tower, Mr. Alderman /yner, Gabriel Beck, John 
Limbery, Edward Denly, Henry Middleton, Maurice T hom 
Jon, Treaſurer of the Eaſt-India Company, Iſaac: Dorife 
laws, as appears by the original Certificate. - 
' Your Petitioner petitioned the late. Lord ProteRor | 
Oliver 29, July 1658, and annexed the aforenamed' Re» 
port of the Referees, and pecitioned to be paid the ſum of 
eleven thouland pound. The Lord Protector Oliver, upon 
reading the aforelaid Petition, and the Report annexed, 
refers your Pecitioner tor latisfation, together with the 
Report of Col. Barkſtead, Sir Tho Vyner, and others, for - 
7 your Petitioners ſatisfaction unto his privy Councel, that 
| they take conſideration of all the maters therein comained, 
F {o 
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fo thatthe Petitioner may have and receive fſatisfaRtion 
according to Juſtice and Equity for this ſervice 29. July 
1658, © bit his death ſhortly following, nothing as yer- 
hath. been done for your Perttioners ſatisfation. | 
' Your Petitioner thereupon in 0#0b. 1658. petitioned 
the late Lord ProteRor Richard for his ſatisfaftion, and 
annexed the aforeſaid Reports and Petitions (upon his 
Highneſle peruſal ofthe ſame) he was pleaſed to referre 
che ſame unta+ the conſideration of Francis Bacon late Ma- 
ſer of his Requeſts, and Gabriel Beck Eſquires, Solicitor 
to the late Councel of State, They afcer many dayes 
meeting concerning this bufineſſe,.. have certified ac- 
cordifgly, as Col: Barkſtead, and the former Referrees 
have done, viz, for the due paying your Petitioner the 
 ſommeof eleven thouſand pounds, . and that they hold 
the Pecitioner: to be a(perſon very fic and uſeful ro be em- 
ployed in'removing the obſtruQRions of the. Mint, , and 
chatthe Petitioner be employed for regulating the Manu- 
faRtire offgold and filver Wyre and Lace, . which Cer- 
tificates are hereto be produced to your Honours, ſigned 
by Francis Bacon and : Gabriel Beck Elquires,.; 18 Jan. 
1698,” of {a EIGas 
Your Petitioner humbly prayes your -Honours to. take 
_ into conſiderationthe great and eminent'advantages your 
Petitioner did this Common- wealth in ſtaying this. fil. 
ver, at thatjunRure of-time- in Decemb.. 1652. for, had 
that filyer comeinto the hands of the Dutch, they would 
| havelaid it all outin- powder and ſhot agaiuſtthis Com- 
mon-wealth, as we employed it .againit.chem,.. as-will 
7 appear 
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appear by Col Barkſteads Accompts,which moneys under 
God was a principal mean to reduce the Dutchyuwhat ſer- 
» vice this treaſure did the Nation in charjunRure of time, 
Chriſtendome knowes, the Dutch thew-onr enemies felt, and 
this Common. wealth ar this'dayerjoys the happy frucr 
of it. 
 Puthad all advantages been home followed again(l 
the Dntch in the laſt War, we- had: grubbed up their 
orearneſle by the roots, andflayed his Zealand Lions:skin, 
and broken their ſheaf-of Arrows to ſhivers, making 
them unable for ever to.troubleus, (but we only pared 
their nailes, and parted with cher upon too gentle con- 
ditions; and made ſuch a peace with them, . that at this 
_rime they carry all our Trade from our Merchants in a 
' manner, and do us more damage by being our feined 
friends, "then they could do being our openenemies, | the 
dne conſideration thereof is huwbly hinted: here to your 
Honours, And if your Honours require a more parti- 
cular Accompt, I can demonſtrate 1 itto _ in many par- 
ticulars, 1 977 
May it pleaſe your Honours. - 

Theſe Certificats, though they doe declare the trath of your 
Petitioners ſervice really performed, by a great number of 
Witneſſes, yet without further conſideration they pay nat your 
Petitioners engagements, which were disburſed by him for the 
accompliſhment of this ſervice; and thoſe Gentlemen that 
have Tent their moneys. reallie 20” your Petitioner, toenable 
*hm'to do 'this ſervice, look for real payment 'in moneys, and 
"mt in words, your Petitioners engagement at this daie for this 


 buſmeſſe 
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buſineſſe of. ftaying of the ſilver, being above fifteen hindred . 
unds. bi 3 | | 
St.James ſaith what profit is it, if a Brother be naked or 
deftutute of daily food , for one to ſay to him, be thon warm- 
ed,..and. bee thou: filled, if he ſupply bim not with food and 
raiment, fo likewiſe a bare Certificate , without further ſups 
ply, will neither pay debts, nor cloath, nor feed a man, many 
words will not fill a bagg, ( it is Juſtice that eſtabliſheth a Nas 
tion, and payment of monty quits debts., and not words) 
What. a ſhame would it bee ts thoſe , that profeſſe ſo much 
Juſtice, and reformation, as this age: doth , to have it left to 
poſterity, and record, That your Petitioner . that. hath 'done this 
Common-wealth. ſuch an eminent ſervice, mn getting them more 
- money then ay man in this Natien ever did before, ſhould 
wt. be juſtly rewarded, according to the promiſe and ingage= 
ments of the Council of State , which made your Petitioner 
wndertake this chargable, difficult, and dangerous ſervice, your 
Petitioner might have had tenn thouſand pounds from the 
Claimers, to have held his peace and bin qwiet, and to ſuffer 
the. Judges. of the Admiraltie , to let this Silver paſſe, the 
truth of this is certified under the hands of many perſons of. 
quality , had your Petitioner taken this courſe, to have bin bribed 
off, it bad bin-moſt for his eaſe but leſſe {or bis boneſty: The 
Common-wealt!.s mtereſt, and his own reputation, in making good 
his promiſe and ingagement tothe Lord Bradſhaw and Coun- 
cil of State be valued mare then his life; your Petitimer hath 
done his duty, and will leave the ifſue to God. "tis Solomon 
that ſaith a poor man delivered the City, yet \noman \remem- 
bred..the poor man, When: be bad done his work: 1: mo 
w ——_— 
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bope that your. Huai Tuſtice will prevent mee, that I may 
not have occaſion to ſay the ſame, that is true of this Age, or 
leave ſo ſad, a memorandum of the ingratitude of theſe times. 
If the:Rules of or vaviour. wire obſerved by men” of power 
" ts thit Nation at- this: day, t0 do\ to all People, 'as:th:y would 
be dont unto, your Petitioner: ſhould not bave bin ſo ls ng from 
time to time delayed with rp epic 1 fo Joſt and equrb 
Pefitions ah oh 1 BY 

If your Petitioner bath 4 hor vihien bis Jearly earned —— 
it will remain to poſterity 'in print, to-fright and. terrifie al 

perfons, and make them-wary how they ingage for the fature, upon 
Beth, States-natns - promiſes., When they ſhail ſee arid \read 
theſe. Tranſaftions © and: Certificates, If your 'Þ etitioner (hath 
not. ſatisfaFizon according to Juſtice, it winld be a means to 
make other men to > wh money when-it is offered,” and nat to 
irnſt- to- Engliſh States mens promiſes. 

About the 20;"of April 16 59. your Petitioner did 4 ingage 
an" Homonrable perſon, to preſent to the Lord Richard Crom- 
well the late. Proteftor theſe very Petitions and Certificates, 
which” I now preſent unto your FImours in print, I am credi« 

bly. informed , pou his peruſal. of them, hee was 'moſt honoura- 
rid pleaſed to be verie ſenſible of your Petitioners ſad ſufferings , ; 
great expence, ſve and Fane ie far the TOONS in this 
ſervice; /: 1. 

- 4ndthat ſeeing al gh bs Deafure: ( which your Peniciones Ppt 
in the Ships Sampſon, Salvador and George) was aimploted 
and ſpent in the defence of the Common-wealth,; bis late Highs 
neſſe. was: pleaſed | to. declare; to an- Eouurable perſon that m- 
Jormed. mee your. PO his: late Higbneſfe did: think my 


promiſed 
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promiſed reward. "6 br-.a! juſt debt, and that | the; Common: 
wealth ought to pay it, an had not - the Government beetie 
changed, Iam aſſured from ſeveral honourable perſons, bis late 
Highwſs the Lord Richard Cromwell would have ſeen mee 
Juſtlie paid the ſumme of eleven thouſand pounds, and given me 


an honourable reward and Implaiment over and above. 


Your Petitioner implores your Honours to confider 
of all his |premiſſes ,: and that as. your Petitioner did 
this: Nation the greatcſt ſervice,: that ever. was done by 
any man of his condition, in .laveing this Common- 
wealth two hundred feventic: eight thouland pounds , 
which was all imployed in defence of. this: Common - 
wealth, Now h. ak 44 14 

Your Pettioners humble prayer is,after ſo long ade. 
lay of Juſtice, he may: have his dearly earned reward , 
the paymentof the fumme' of. eleyen- thouſand: pounds, 
in ſuch wayes and in ſich maner, as your Petitioner may 
be inabled to pay off the great ingagements he hath layd 
out in-this ſervice , and. to ſupport himſelf according 
to his quality, and that: others lecing your Juſtice, may 
for the future bee: incouraged: to ſerve the intereſt of 
the Nation, with that integrity , aRivity, and faithfull- 
neſle as your Petitioner hath done, with the hazard of 
his life, and all that hee had- dear. in this world, your 
Petitioner having ingaged his Credit, -and borrowed 4- 
bove fikteen hundred pounds which hee expended every 
penny in this ſervice, and in his attendance-to' gett {a- 
tifaction,,\.and atthis. day awerh 'the:lumme- atiintereſt, 

V3 9 E 2 to 
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to ſave and gett the State this great * Treaſure, beſides all 
his paines and hazard. - 


Theſe ſeveral Servicn and Propoſal done: by your Petiti- 
oner, for the hymour and profit of the Common wealth, your 
Hlomonrs wil ſee them. certi fied under the bands of the Lord 
Bradſhaw, . Sir James Harrington, Sir George Fleet-. 
wood, md Francis Allen Eſquire; and that your 'Petuioner 
Was faithfully promiſed the. reſtoration 'of bis eftate,' by divers 
members of Parliament and Councel of State, for ſeveral 
Chargeable ſervices your Petitioner had done the Parliament ſorve 
years before, from the year 1648.to- 165 2.before your Petitioner 
undertook to ſtay the ſuver m the ſhips. Samplon,. Salvador, 
and George, . and this is clearly demonſtrated by the ſaid (ers 
tificates. | 
But upon your Petitioners happy and ſuceeſſe ful fliying of 
this. ſilver, and undertaking at his own charge toproſecute this, 
diſcovery in the Admiralty, upm the Promiſe of- the Councel of = 

State 1652. to pay your Petitioner the ſumme of eleven thous 

ſand pounds for- this ſervice, inlieu of his-ſequeſtred eſtate, 
which for ſo many yeares your Petitioner bad ſolicited both the, 
Conncel-'of State and Parliament to bave it...  »«& 

Sir James Harrington, and Sir George Fleetwood, fully 
and clearly certifie, that they think themſelves bound in honour 
and conſcience, to certifie the truth of their knewledge to his 

Highneſſe Referress, according to-their Requeſt and Defire, 
concerning the« Councel of States promiſes and engagements to) 
pay your Prtitioner the ſumme-of eleven thouſand pounds, that 

{> your«. Petitioner may _ his dearly earned reward. far: this: 
great. 
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PVice,” and not labour” for the State\in Vain; And 
he po the rule of the Goſpel" were obſerved:-to do to other men 
as they would be done unts, your Petitioner could nit be many 
weeks without receiving eleven thouſand pounds, and over and 
above art honorable 'reward and memorial from the State for 
this great \ſerrvice; and: that" the State.in Honour and Juſt. 
ice, was obliged to pay your Petitioner the above ſaid ſumme, 
and that 10--donbt but- ſo faithful a ſervice , ſo carefully 
arid painfully ptr formed \would, hare .'a happy iſſue, -and 
the Petitioners reward from- the - State' would bee futable fo 
the ereatneſſe of the - ſervice, upon peruſal of Sir James 
Harrington, and Sir George Fleet woods Certificates, your | 
Honours-will\ ſee this wore fully: ſet diywn and amplified; 'The 
Lord - Bradſhawes Certificate for the ſubſtance: is tothe ſame 
effet, ſois Francis Allens Eſquire, who being a Goldimith 
knew experimentally the great abilitirs in your Petitioner , to 
regtdlate avd reforme the abuſes in the Mint, and the fervia 
cer-and overtures of your Petitioner, 1650. 165 141652; of 
ered the Council of State both to ſet the Mint -01 work, and 
to give a ſtop tothe tranſporting of: Treaſure, he cer tifie your 
Petitioner had taken preat- paines, and-(pent' much money 
m- this buſineſs, ( w' ich bad > the bumble - advice and. propa». 
ſition of your Petitioner then bin taken by the. Parliament ) 
you had filled the Nation at .thu' day with Gold- and Stlver; 
and 'conſtantly\ imployed. your Mint-to the -great honous and. 
profit of the Nation; for. all the Warr With Spain. © 

our Petitioner at' this day \humbly offers. t0 ſet the Mint 
on work fo: be may be imployed, and not labous. forthe State: 


in+ — for- Jour: Petitioner. £0 take. the paines.and bee at: 
the 
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ink c harge, and other. perſons _ bave ne. /koill. in this bus 
fonefſe, to run ay: with the profit.c. Your Petitionts hath. roo 
often bin ſo ſerved- by great men in: fomer, and ſhalt 706 do 
it. t2aine for any ones pleaſure wheſaever wc; 1, 

1 Lhe, beve {- buntbly,copreſented, my -fervices dove SS tl 
$ tate, and the Councils vigagements audepromiſe far gour Pe- 
titioners ſatisfaftion, . It is a Rule. ſet dzwn by :Gad and all 
Nations, Chriſtians, Turkes, and Jewes; that there are degrees 
of rewards forwertue, and de PYCES. of: unſÞment for vice}the 
| degrees of Pun ;/bments: and Rewards.\are.m. all well-regulated 
Kingdomes and Common wealths put down; and the people knew 
them that ſo they may not effind; and there is no offence to be 
piſtly prniſhed, Either by, Gods LaW- or Mans, -before. a. Law'be 
made to give men the Rule, forthe: Aooſile: ſaith; :1:had'not 
known fin burby the Law. 4nd ithat puniſhment that 
is inflited on a man, before a Law made to prohubit or reſtrain 
a.man fxom. doing. the fame, let it\ be- inflifted\by what Puwer: 
ſeever, :(muſt needs be a very great affiition and puniſhment * 
fent of God for a mans other ſins) and cannot as tomen be ſaid 
to be regularly dine, eſpecially where the offence is taken, and 
the puniſhment jo bedvy, gs it ſhall. deprive a man of all bis, 6- 
fate; and keepa man mf foure yeares a Priſoner, in which 
time your Petitioner ſpent eight hundred pounds for charges, 
Þhereof ume bundred twenty 579 aayes of that time, be was 
kept aicloſe Prifener,. without ever being brought to a legal. 
T rial, accordmy to-the:-Fundamental.Lawes of the Nation by a: 
Juuy, the birtharight of every\Engliſhman rich or ppor ; but 
afterca mans.eſtateis. ſquaudred, diſpoſed, and given away to jr 

m—_ 08 and Committees, for particular; mens profits: and 


upon © 
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upon falſe -aril untrne pretences,” t0' the valut"of abvve\eleven 
thouſand pounds; as your «Petitioner for many yeares hath pro- 
ved, and. preſented. to:the'Conncel of State and Parliament ever 
fone the gear«1:648.: ' brog\-wiveb abotlr the the. your Prtitfoth 
was turned aut of- the: Tower, without" any legal Triaty Reafon 
given for bis Commitment, or the: faking aWay of bis'Eftate cons 

AN to Magna Charta, and alb:rbe Laws of this Natinh, + * 

\ (96. having: \gEve/biy0un Pd civionep w—_ "pu: Pertsi. 
oner-phefentlie; 2o-ſhewebat be was : oþpv Bed” an tbe-Pablig+ 
vent miſunformed,. and his eſtate wndwly lth ken awry, ” piven and 
dt Ypoſed of \ upin falſe rand untrite pretences, 10 particular mens 
profit, "toſeveral-Commiteess:wid others; the Petitioner did bun: 
blte addreſſe binfel fo-for relief)". o Yo "may line able Members of 
Parliament and\Councel of Stats,” and Preſtited' them with the 
rue. eſtate of: bis' ſufferings #n Pine: ' Jv. 

. The Ganſe''offoyour Peritioiers" FI y' FOR Sling 
ws Letter: from Oxford 1643 i\ifrom the lats King, who had 
then a defure_ to-emploie, and make your: Petitioner Maſtey- wirker 
of bis Mint at Oxtord ; which place” the "King" did 'give'me - 
there, and the Petitioner" hull an Ordty from chat we" icf 
Buena a Paſſe'f ow theo Centrabe (ext about-the 

28. of \Decemb. 1643.:0\89\-Oxford” ro-the King," #ipon 
- conlitiety put. ia ſecarityin'a thouſand pountsy: which ſecurity. 
Tdianccordinglygive, tomake'$60d iny Exthang e-far one My. 
Hehlr:ggeaudaid according! ig Beabing toLon- 
don, \aud-left ie with Sir my Hleſyrigge,! about ey of 
0: 1647. 0041 

:: Aud the tate: King Charles; pt 0 EvchgVts aforeſaid, 
| commanded me to bring " d Letter PM Ditto the Lord Mayor, 


Court 


| ' (32) | 
Court of Aldermen, and Common-Councel of the City of Lon 
don. HT doconfeſſe 1honoured and loved the late King, for ma- 
ay benefits received from im, and t was my. dutre to vhey hin as 
- my King, though Thad never recerved-henefits from bin; but. 
bad Tknown there had been atty Act wr Order. of) Parliament to 
prohibite me or any other to bring up the ſaid Letter at that time, 
or that the Parliament would: have taken any offence againſt me 
far-doing. thereof ,\mmy principles'at. that'time,and the whole-conrſe 
of  my' AlFions ſince, hath. clearlie demonſtrated ta your Hoours 
and the World, that 1 would have humb lie declined that emplote 
ment ; for I baveever. been an Flonnirer of the Parliament and 
my-Countrie, as. this Narrative will demonſtrate 'to poſteritie: 
; . The Iree, is. knwon by its ſruit,., and 10. mani bumblie cons 
ceive in: the Nation of my condition, hath yielded berter fruit, 
; or ever got the Common wealth two bundred ſeventie eight thous 
ſand pounds.in ſilver, bat your Petitiwer:- At\the fanie inſtant 
_ of time Van [rump was. in the Downes with the Uutch 
Hleet,. upon the clearing” of theſe- ſhips ont bf the Admiraltie, to 
have conveyed them toHolland. ' This was a re:l Plit, not 
a.feined -one, as appears by the Commiſſtons this day in the Court 
of Admiraltie, under the Gi tar\Seal of Holland, ro De Weet 
and. De Ruyter, their Vice» Admirals, toguard theſe ſhips from 
the Engliſh, upon the Petitions of. the Merchants of Amfter- 
dam. pray God England never forgets this deliverance nor the ' 
Councel of State the Performance of their Promiſe to yourPetttioner 
for this diſcovery, your Perttioner, going in danger of bis life by the 
Claimers for ſeveral yeares for doing of this ſervice. | 
Here tolloweth the. Copie of the late: King Charles's 
- «+1, Leteerto the City of London, ; > jive yt nin wow es 


To 


0). _ : 


4 Ow Trufl and W, " jelocd. O's 
Lord, Mayor and Aldermen” of. 
+ Our Cirxof London; and all other 
"Om Lili La: Y oy; | 


\ 


Chills Rex, 
p ] "Ruſtic MT Well beloved , wee greet you well :' When 


wee” remember the many Aﬀs of Grace and Favour 
Wee and Our Royal . Predeceſſqr,s haye conferred upon that our 
Citie of London, and the many examples of eminent Duty 
and Loyaltie | for which that City hath ben likwiſe famons ; 
Wee are willing to believe ( notwithſtanding the oreat defeRtion 
wee have, found i in that place ) That all men;are not ſo-farr 
dtiftnerate from their affetion to Us, and: te: the peace the 
Kin dom, as to defire a continitance of the miſeries they now 
feet; : Ant th ref Fore beeing inſormed, T{hat- there 1s a defare in 
V0 ; rancipal io ns of | that City to preſer nt 4 Petitton t9 Us, | 
TRA nd may te T4 to the (procuring a good underſtands between 
We" "and "hat Op City, whereby the peace of the who's Kin:dom 
may tee procured ; Wee. have thought fit to let you knw, That 
Wee gre ready to receive any ſuch Petition , and the Perſons 
who "ball bee appointed to preſent the ſame to Ms ſhall have a 
ſafe coiduft: Aad you ſhall aſſure all our good Subjects. of | 
that Our City'f whoſe 1 hearts are touched with any Fuſe Duty 


to. Hs, or of Love t2 the wg and Laws eſtabliſhed ; in 
the 
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tbe quiet and peaceable fruition whereof, They and their Ate 
ceflors have enjoyed ſo great. Happineſs ) , That. wee have 
neither piſſed any AF, nor mate any "Profeſſion or Proteſtati« 
on for the maintenance and defence of the true Proteſtant Re- 
ligion, and- the Liberties of the Subpeft, which wee will not 
moſt ſtriftly and religiouſly obſerve ; And for the which, wee will 
wot bee alwaies ready to give them any ſecurity that can bee 
defired : And of thoſe Our gracious Letters, Wee expefÞ a 


| ſpeedy Anſwer from. you, * And ſo Wee bid you farewell, 


Given at our Court at Oxford in. the nineteenth: 
year of our Reign, December 26, 1643.. 


By his Maje/ties Command. . | 
GEORGE DIGBY. 


Fido moſt humbly deſire the. Common Council 
_ of the Citie of London, to certifie your Honours, if ever. 
(amongſt all their Records, ever Face the foundation of 
their City ) they find {uch a ſad Prefident as mine is; And. 
whether that any. Meſſenger from any former King of | 
England ſuffered the loſs of his Eftite ( to his damage. 
| at this day above twenty. thouſand pound for bringing 
them or any their: Anceſtors the like Letter for peace, . 
 as[ did. from. the late KIN G.. And at thattime (viz. 
in December 3 0+ 1643.) there was ſent and came from 
Oxford the Writs weekly under the Great Seal of England 
without any Countermand*:. ' My bard uſage After. 
| ages 
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ages will hardly believe, had I not Printed ieto Poſte: 
rity, that 'it may ſerve as a warning to preyent other 
Perſons, from beeing got in the like Snares for the 
future.”] For this caule : | 


I Suffered Inipriſonment in the Tower almoſt four 
years, for bringing up the aforeſaid Letter from 
Oxford to the Lord Mayor and Common Council of 
the City of London in December 16 43. although 1had 
an Order from the Houſof Commons ( as appears by 
their Journal Book) and a Paſs from the Lord Ges 
neral Eſſex to go to Oxford; for an exchange for Mr. 
Fleſilrigge, Sir Arthur Heſilrige his Brother, and1 left my 
Exchange With Sir Arthur Hefilrigge , about the 2, of 
* January 1643. which were both procured for mee by 
Mr. Theophilus Ryley Scout-mafter General of the City 
of London, who was authorized to execute that place 
by che Common Council of London; and I was antho- 
rized by the ſaid Mr. Ryley to do the fame ( Mr. Ryley 
being impowered by the Parliament and Common 
Council of London to hold Intelligence in any the Kings 
Quarters, as by his Orders hee ſhewed me: ) Mr.Ry- 
ley was a man of a known & approved TIntegritie, and 
in great eſteem with the then Parliament and Citie of 
London at that time, and would not have ated any thing 
but what was Juſt, and for the Parliaments ſervice,ac- 
cording to his Truſt. ( If hee had thought it other- 
wiſe, if hee might have gotten a hundred thouſand 
Toon pounds 


5 . - = ow 
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| Pounds, upon .my conſcience). and jthat, made mes. to 
a& this Buſineſs, to bring up the ; Kings. Letter, upon 
his Intreaty ( as, hee conteſſed upon his Examination ; ) 
and I juſtified my doing thereof by. his Order, hee bee- 
ing a publick Miniſter, and impowered to do it; as hee 
rold mee. And alſo the Committee of both Nations | 
was made acquainted with my going to Oxford, for 
the bringing up the ſaid Letter which 1 brought from 
the late King (.by Sir David Watkins Knight, I deſired 
him to make the Parliament acquainted therwith,before 
ever I went. to Oxford, and to have their appropation ; ) 
which Sir David Watkins(after he had ſpoken with them) 
told mee, 1 had their approbation to go to Oxford: And 
all: this- was done. before any. Law or Ordinance: was ' 
made or declared to forbid mee or any, other to do the 
{ame (that ever I heard of :)or to this day can hear of, 
and I humbly ſay, That before a Law- made, there is 
no: tranſgreſſion, neither. by Gods Jaw nor Mans 
law.. 'And I was not to queſtion Mr. Ryleys power, 
abilities and truſt, conſidering hee ated as a publick 
Miniſter,. buc.ta a&t accordiog to his direQion, ſo lon 
as.hee was 1n-the. ſaid Office of Scout-maſter, I* hays 
ing his Warrant and approbation for doing what I did, 
I have never read. nor heard of ſo heavy a, puniſhment 
as your,Supplicant doth ſuffer under, before a Lavy 
made.to g.ivea man. warning, to take heed hoy. hee 
 Tranſgrels. LE 
, And by the Statutes of 9, Hen. 3. cap29. 5.Edw. 2: 
cats 9. and 28, Edw. 3. cap. 3, No perſon ( of what 
Sh EW JE _ "eftate 
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eſlatsor:condiutign, laever,jhee, beg) Jhall beg Put , Out 
of. Land: or. Tenemeng,, nor taken ,, nor impriſoned-, 
nor dil-inheticed,. wichout being brought to anſwer by 
duc. proceſs of the Law ; which I have Petitioned for, 
byia-legaligrial . many” years,, bug. could never obtain 
he Aamte At ing io lu "4 > a 


May it pleaſ your Honours, Had there been' a Pro- 
clamation or Act of Parliament at that time to have 
prohibited mee, 1 ſhould have then been afraid , be- 
izdes, Mr. Ryley thould neyer have made mee at againſt 
a declared Law, northe King neither. 

Now, forasmuch as your. humble Supplicant hay- 
1ng ever lince his Inlargement out of the Tower, made 
It his daily practice co ſtudy to ſerve the Common- 
wealth, and doing ſuch remarkable Services ( as afore- 
ſaid ) for the Common-wealth, I do moſt humbly im- 
plore your Honours moſt gratious Order for the'reſtor- 
ing mee to my aforeſaid- eſtate w.th damages, or 
the paying your Supplicant the fumme of eleven thou- 
ſand pounds, according tothe promi-le of.the Council 


of State, (1652, 


May: it pleaſe your Honours, If 1 would haye* be- 
traied my Truſt to' the Common-wealth, about this, Sil- 
ver that was in the Ships Sampſon, Salvader, and:George, 
I could have had every penny of eleven thouland 'pounds 
paid mee by.the Claimers of- the Silver in thoſe S$Rips; 
either in money here, or 'Bills of Exchange beyond 
IN 0 F; | 
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Seas : that monty would have made mee'live'ptenti- 
fully in any part of Chriſtendom. 140 moſt humbly ims 
plore your Honours, that I may have ſuch Juftice by your Ho- 
nours goodneſs and benignity, as I may have canſe never to re- 
pent of my b:ing faithful to your Honours' and the Common» 
wealths Tutereſt in this particular, concerning the Silver Ships, 
their Silver and Lading. 


I moſt humbly here preſent an Accomptof 
| 'whathath been taken from nie Tho. Yioler, 
 forwhich I moſt humbly deſire ſatisfati- 
on, with my damages, or the ſumme of 
eleven thouſarid pounds, as was faithfully 
romiſed unto me by the moſtHonourable 
Councel of State, in December and Fa. 
nary 1652. for ſtaying the ſilver in the 
ſhips Sampſon, Salvador, and George, and 
difproving the Spaniſh AmbaſſadorsClaim 

' tothis filver, which was above three hun- 


dred 
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 dred- thouſand pounds, my damages at 
this 'day by the taking my Eſtate 1643. 
' sabove twenty thouſand pounds 25, May 
» '.' , = Aro i 


F "7 Hen I-ygasficſt ſent ynto:the Tower the 
V V 6th, of Junary 1643. my; mother had of 
mine good Bonds and Bills in; ber hands 
taken away from h:r at 'ſeveral times, to the value of 
one thouſand three, hundred and odd' pounds;  Belides 
many of my Papers ang. accompts, of: gizat ;concern- 
meat to the Common-wealth ;. and-as : yet I 'cannot 
come to the knowledg who hath them : But this lam 
| ſure of, If there had been any thing in them that could 
bave made againſt mee, there, had then uſe :bren made 
_ of them. | hh" Eno ants C 
._ 2. My mother had at another time a Privy Seal ta- 
ken from her, wherein the late King acknowledged hee 
owed me (for my expences in diſcovering the Tranſ* 
porters of Gold and Silver} nigeteen. hundred threeſcore 
and cjght pounds, which money. 1 laid every penny 
| out of my: own purſe to do the: late: King and Come 
mon-wealth that ſervice; in proſecuting the Tranſport- 
es of Gold and Silver, in. the;Stqr: chamber I cauſed 
therii to be fined eyyenty fowre thouſand one hundred 
pong, beſides ſeveral Merchants- and others ,, who 
ad their pardons from - the late King, for tranſport- 
we” TACO | ing 
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ing Goldand Silver, and melting down the heavieſt Sil- 
| ver Coynes of "England, viz. Alderman Wollaſton,' and 
Alderman Gibbs, Mr. Peter Fountain .and. ſc loſe | 
Merchanrs, ng t:rror of v Yi entence an punyh 
ment, for ſome yeers did give a ftop'ts rednlporring 
of Gold and Silver, to the great ſervice and advantage 
pv the Common. wealth, and if che Parliament x glu 

i rrp The 'A&againſt Trabfpdiing'Gold\and * Sie 
_ which has: twiſethis Parliamentbeen read i inthe Ho 
; and ſeveral times| Committed, and impower your Pe- 
titioner'to ſee*to the ucexecucionthereof, your” Petiri- 
oner will give 'a ſtop to the Tranſporration of Gold'and 
Silver, anddifroyerthe' Offendots, "If zCommitſion be 
oranted to"tnake' Enquiry of the” fme; according t6 
former Preſidents iti Rehers the Secoiidst time, by A of 
Parliament! - Wot Afi. 

-+Fhis Plarflamicitvvas (G&teful " Kive" ef Ofenihs 
proſecuted, that they excepted them, out, of th-/gener 
Pardon, being theYeſtreiof the Committee of the Yor, 
as gang by thisfellovvirig Orvie: Lbs A 


} \- Fn 
WOULD O01 29. 3 VC ” ) 271 220 


| Whit hall: Jahin4;2165 4: þ = i 

| ie Arno, od 65 13-433 nn 7 | 
; T a Cdinittilitee* 'of a Colt 'of'&, $ tate: TH the 

{- * Mine; [Tthis* tncl&fed* exception Was 5-preſeny ente; 
the Comimitce” to ' have” it; fnjerted, in the 9 Roy 
Pardon. The Committee do hold it fir for the ll 
fie” of the Commaris Wealth; to have' this Sxceprion” 'inſer- 
Ly ted 
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ted-in that Pardon, and doe recommend it to you ac> 

cordingly.. Une 4 | | __ 
Vize 


 Ncept all offences done or committed by any 

94 perſon. or perions whatſoever, in tranſporting 
out of England any Gold or Silver, in coyne orin bul . 
lion withouc Licenſe, and all other offences in the un- 
lawvfull buying, ſelliag, exchanging or melting down 
of any the current gold or filver coynes ' of England , 
.or of any gold or filver bullion, againſt whom, or 
for which, any Information is now depending in the 
Court of Exchequer at Weſtminſter. : 

Ordered that Maſter Thomas 7iolet attend M. Attor. 
ney Generall with this Order of the Committee , and 
alſo the Committee of Parliament for drawing the ges 
ncrall Pardon to haye theſe offences excepted. 


ames Harrington. 


Herbert Morley. 


Your Petitioner did deliver this Order, to Mr. At- 
eorney Generall, and this exception 1s pur into the ge« 
nerall Pardon of this Parliamenr, as may bee ſeen up- 


on peruſal. | | 

3- The Committee of Eſſex put mee out of Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Mannors of Battells and Patan-Hall in - 
' Eſſex, asappears by their Warrants. Of which Lands 
I had an Extent of One thouſand pounds, forthe pay- 
ment of five hundred: and one Mr. Elconhead received 
El my 


—- 


ſn; 
wy rents ever ſince i643, and never paid.the: Comrnis | 
tee of Eſſex any thing, for your Petr joners. \Extent of 
five hundred pounds, and the ſame Elconhead injoyes 
your Petitioners Lands in Eſſex to this. very day, by 
colour of the Sequeſtration-of the:Committee of Eſſex, 
to your Petitioners great damage. 
4. The Committee of Shropſhire ſeized, in my fiſt- 
ers hands, in London, three Bonds due to mee, in two 
thouſand pounds for the payment to nzce T homas 
Violet One thouſand. pounds, by the Lady Anne Waad , 
' Edmond Lenthal, Phillip (age and Charles Mordent Elq's. 
1643. which Bonds were carried to Shrewsbury. 
 F. Thad the Leaſ and: Extent of ten ſeverall Houſes 
at: the: Poſterne in Little Moor-fields:; and; the Tennants 
owed: mee, when I was committed to: the Tower, 
in arrears for rent aboye one hundred pounds: And 
for theſe ſixteen years, I received no Rent of them. 
But one Mr. Zonhead hath received the Rents of them 
ever ſince, by:colour of a Sequeſtration of the Com- 
mittee of Middleſex. W 
-: 6. I had the Office of ſealing and ſurveymg of all gold 
and filver Thread and Wyer :- which prevented the making of. 
all fl:ight and adulterate gold: and. filver Thread , and Wyer , 
granted to mee under the Great Seal, for three Lives, from 
the. Late King ; which Office coſt mee Fifteen hundred pounds 
( to. the Lord T reaſurer Juxon, L, Cottingon, Sir. John 
Cook: Secretary: of State; : and Sir Tohn-Bankes: the late - 
Kings Attourney. The neceſſitie of keeping up that Office, 
wo: prevent 'the daily. Goxenages and. frauds of. divers Silke 


mth 
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men,Wyerdrawers and Refiners in their making Courf, ſleight 
and deceitfull Gold and Silver Wyer and Thread : Your Pe- 
titioner formerly preſented unto your Homours, and can prove 
it that forty thouſand pounds a: year in ſilver is waſted, bes 
fides the Wearers daily Coxened for want of a due Regulation 

. of gold and ſilver Thread, and Lace. - 
And upon the Diſcovery of theſe notorious Cheats, 16z 5. 
(the late King and his Council appointed mee Surveyor and 
Sealer of the' ſaid ManufaGure ). I' cauſed: all the abuſes to 
bee laid afide: I mdifted ſome offenders, impriſoned ſome , 
cauſed others to ſtand in the Pillory, and made many of them 
that-wronght adulterate courſ ſilver run away out of London: 
By which means Tangred many Cheating Wyerdrawers, Silks 
men and Refiners : and the late Kings Council and Coms 
 milftoners ſetled ſuch Rules and Orders, during the Regula- 
 tionof the Manufatture, as it was all made of good ſilver and the 
(in and Bullion' of this Nation preſerved; and your Suppli- 
cant Was bound, to the late King, to warrant all the Manufa&z 
ares either of gold or Silver, Wyer or Thread which hee ſeal- 
ed, or ſurveyed in the Office, to bee good ſilver, and to make 
it god to any party grieved in the Nation; as appears by my 
Patent under the Great Seal of England. For which -A{- 
ſurance, Surveying and Sealing, I was allowed' to de- 
mand and take an halt penny for every ounce Troy, in 
Wyer , Spangles , Ocs, &c. I ſurveyed; and 4 pence 
for every pound weight Venice, for all the Gold and 
SilverThread I ſealed with theSeal of myOffice, being the | 
Roſe and Crown. And all. that time the gold and ſilver | 
Lace, was as good Silver and as duly aſlaicd as: the 
_” 6 - Pla 
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Plate or Money of the Nation, and now it is made un-. 
der no Rule nor Goyernment,. but the Wearers many 
of them cheated by courſe and deceitfull Lace, Wyer,. 
filver Thread, as I can demonſtrate. 

7. I hada Grant from the late King under his Sig- 
nes, to bee Maſter-worker of the Mmt in the Tower 
of London for my life, with the Fee of five hundred 
-poundsa year, for executing; that place ; which Grant 
was taken from my Mother, out of her Cuſtody, when 
I was ſenttothe Tower. 

8. Thad ene quarter pare of the Lady Pillers Farm 
at the Cu/tom-houſe, for the Importation of all gold 
and. Silver: Thread , Hatbands., Lace, and Copper, 
throughout England and Wales ; which coſt mee, a lictle 
before I was lequeſtred, above ſeven hundred pounds. 
. And if the: making gold and. filver thread was put 
dovyn in'Fngland, the Cuſtom of gold and filverghread 
imported would make a farr greater Revenew then now 
it: doth by the Exciſe, and: the ManufaQure, if it bee 
made here , ought to bee kept to a ſtrift Regulation, 
Mr. Edwards. and Mr. Thornbury I imploied to. Collect 
this duty dt the Ca/tom-hovf, | 

9: I ſpentia my /mprilonment in the Tower for al- 
molt four years about eight hundred pounds, reckoning 
my. Fees and Expences, and could never per Juſtice, 
though 1 petitioned to'the Parliament as aforeſaid for 
many years to cometo a: legall Triall, knowing my 
ſelf-to beeinnocent both by God's Law and the Laws 
of the Land; and by the teſtimony of a good confi. 

ence. 


”, p 
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ence, Which hath ever ſupported' mee in and thorovy 
all theſe great troubles. All chis Eftate' vwwas and is Se- 
queſtred, to this day; (but my three aforeſaid bonds, 
which I nov have'in myCuſtody, ) belides my damage 
for my four years Impriſonment. 
| To. Sincelcame out of the Tower, by order of the 
Councel of State 165 2.your Petitioner laid out (in the Pro- 
ſccution of the Silver Ships,Samp/on, Salvador, and George ) 
aboye the ſumme of ſeven hundred fixty fivepounds, 
I borrowed every penny of 'this money; paying lnter- 
_ eſt for it at this day. And by my Proteſt againſtthe 

D:ſcharge of theſe hilver Ships, Sampſon, Salvador, and 
Geo-ge, and my (Diſcoveties theteupon, by many-good 
and legal Wietneſfes, Paſſengers and' others'in theſe 
Ships: 1 cauſed all 'the Silver tobecome the Common. 


wealths : All which ſervices I did ( upon the. faichfull - 


promiſe 'of the Councel of State) ' in Decemb.'165 2 


to reſtore' mee to allmy Eftzte; or the full value of elc- 


yen thouſand pounds. 


John Corbet Eſquire, oneof the Members of this preſent ' 


Parliament at this day, and one of the Committee of Shropſhue, 
meeting with your Petitioner in March: 165 5. was noblie plea- 
ſed to take notice of your Petitioners g60d- endeavours to ſerve the 
Co wealth ; and ſeeing that your Petitioner had- put out in 

rint, a Liſt of his particalar damages and the particular "Bonds, 
Houſes, Lands, Offices, ſet-down;\ which had been taken from 
Jour Petitioner his Mother and Siſter, 1ho had then a great part 


in 


of his eſtate in their Cuſtody, at the time of his impriſonment. . 


: 


| 


4 -.00- 
in the Tower, and Tereiplundred of it during that time of . my 
Impriſonment there, by the title and name of Sequeſtration. _ | 
' This Noble Gentleman Mr. Corbet, being. very ſenſible of 
my ſufferings, ' and how your Petitiqners.eſtate bad bin, [quane 
dred away, was pl:aſed to t:ll yaur. Petitigner be could do bim 
a courteſie, in procuring to your | Petitioner three Bonds taken 
from your Petitioner in two thouſand pounds, for the payment of 
your Petitioner one thouſand pounds 1644, which | Bonds Mr, 
Corbet:told me were at Shrewpbury in Shropſhire, morga- 
ged by that Committee. for fourty pounds, which the Committee 

' bad laid out for publick uſe,  -_ ' 


o 


Your Petitjoner, was glad to hear where theſe Bonds were, 


and to know who had them, 'thouzh- they day im, Lavender for 
' Fourty pounds, : your Petitioner for, many, wn diligent 


>*S 


John Corbet adviſed me to 
make my Application. by Petition, to lus late Fighnſſe Oliver 
Lord Proteftor, and ta.his Cquncel, . for to have theſe Bonds re- 
flored; and that if hs. late. , Highneſſe-and his Councel would 
ive him order tods it, be wiſhed me ſo well, he would þ' ocure 
yaur Petitioner theſe three Bonds ſafe anduncancelled, 'Provi- 
ded your Petitioner would pay the (ommittee. of. Shropſhire for 
them the ſumme of fourty, patinds,. which your 'Petitiontr wil: 
lingly offered to do, whereupon your Petitioner petition:d the late 
' Lord Proteiar Oliver, and his Councel for the aforeſaid three 
£2 _—— _ Bonds, 


+: 


| ( 47 V | : 
Bonds, And the Councel of State ordered John Corbet E- 
ſquire, ſhould attend them, ta give them true information of this 
buſineſſe, which accordingly be did, and thereupon this Order fol- 
lowing of the Councel of State was made, and your Petitioner paid 
his money" to Mr: "Corbet accordingly. © Wi 


Friday, March 21. 1655 
At the Counſel at White: Hall. 


Pon reading a Report from the. Commaittee-(t@ 
i whom the Petition of Thomas Violer was refet- 
red) praying that certaip Bonds ſeized upon by the Com? 
mittee of Saſop may be delivered unto-hinj.'” Upon 
conſideration of the faid Report, and for. that the laid 
Bonds are -ingaged for forty pounds , which the ſaid 
Committee imploied for publique uſe, Ordered by his 
Highaeſſe the Lord ProteRor-.and his, Counſe), That 
upon rhe ſaid Thomas Violets paying uato the ſaid Com» 
mittee the (aid ſurnme of forty pounds, for which the 
ſaid Bonds are 1fgaged, Thar the ſaid. Committee bee 
required to deliver up the ſaid Bongsuntothe ſaid Tho- 
mas Violet, and that hee bee- ar libenty-co ſue the ſame 
and to take 'the benefit thereof as formerly hee might 
have done; and that-it bee referred to Jahn Corber Elq. 
to ſee the; ſaid Bonds delivered up- accordingly upon 
payment of the: ſaid forty pounds... 1 ou 


Henry Scobell, Clerk of the Counlell. 


(4 ) | 
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AT 


r. John Corbet 1 attended with: chis order ; March 
M 28. 1655. Hee was pleaſed cotell mee hee was 
to go down inco Shropſhire, and would ſpeak with 
the Committee who were to receive the forty pounds, 
and then I ſhould know where to pay my money, tor 
hee cold mee hee had never received Publique monies, 
and hee was verie unwilling to receive any now, But 
upon his-return, upon my carneft intreaty and to fayc 
mee from further rrouble, hee told mce hee would re- 
ceive and keep this forty pound in d:poſto, for the uſe 
of the Committee till he had order from them for the 
diſpoſing of it, That tranſaRion follovwys, viz; 


Emorandum, That the 24" of May 4656. In obe- 

dience to the Order of bis Highneſs the Lad Protefor 

and bis (ounſel of the 2,1. of March 1655. 1 John Corbet Eſq. 
have delivered unto Thomas Violet of Londm Go.d-Snith , 
- three Bonds : the firft bearing date the 6" of June 1638. of 
* erght bundred pounds, for the payment of four bundred pounds 
- within one year after the death of the Lady Anne Waad ; in 
which Bond, the ſaid Lady Anne Waad, Chailes Mordent, 
Philip:Cage, aud Edmund Lenthal Eſquires ftand bound to 
the ſaid Thomas Violet: and one other Bond of the 6 of June 
1638, in fix bundred pounds, for the payment of three hundred 
| = potends, 


_ (49) 
pounds, within two years after the death of the ſaid Lady Anne 
Waad ; in which the Perſons aforeſaid ſtand bound to the ſaid 
Thomas Violet: and one other Bond ( of the ſame date) of fix 
hundred pounds, for the payment of three hundred pounds, within 
three years after the death of the ſaid Lady Anne Waad , i: 
which Bond, the Perſons aforeſaid ſtand bound to the ſaid 
Thomas Violet ; The ſumme of forty pounds being paid by 
the ſaid Thomas Violet, according to the ſaid Order, 


JOHN CORBET. 


Witneſſes then. preſent. 
| Edward VVathins. 
V Villiam Dave. 
Edmund Cogan, 

Fohn Engliſh Scr. 


The Lady Anne Waad of Battels Hall in Eſſex died about May 
1643. And the Bonds are due to mee Thomas Violet , 


at this day as absveſaid, 


| Vour Petitioner may juſtly ſay bis Eftate was ſquandred a- 
way, when a thouſand pound of good Bonds of your Petitioners 
lay in lavender for eleven years for forty pounds, and your Pe- 
titioner had never knawn where they had bin, had not Mr. 
Corbet tould him, your Petitioners humble Prayer to your 
Honours is , that ſeeing your Petitioner hath paid Mr. Corbet 

the forty pounds according to the aforeſaid Order, and hath 
| — ew n theſe 


— 


\ 
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theſe Bonds ſafe and untencelled now in bis Cuſtody, and in 
conſideration #f your Petitioner ſervices, in ſtaying this Sulver, 
That your Honours would be pleaſed in part of your Petitioners 
[atisfaftion of eleven thonſand pounds by your Flmours Order, 


to Impawer your Petitioner by Authority of Parliament, to ſhew 


and Implead thife Bonds, notwithſtanding any Order of Par- 


 Hament roſequefter the ſaid Bonds, and to Impower your Pe- 


titioner to take our Judgement and Execution thereupon, note 
withſtanding any Order or Ordinance to the Committee of ShrOp« 
ſhire, & any other Committee Touching or Concerning theſe 

Bonds. | | 
And my moſt humble Petition is to John Corbet 
Eſquire, one of the Honourable members of this Par- 
liament, that as hee received my money forthe uſe of the 


| Committee of Shropſhire, and gave mee the firſt notice 


and diſcovery in whoſe Cuſtody thele Bonds were, (o 
hee would now bee pleaſed out of his love to: Juſtice, 
to certifie his knowledge of the truth of this Buſineſs; 
that lo I may baye Reltit in this buſineſs according to 
Juſtice and equity. - 


| Hereafter followeth your Petitioners Peti- 


tion to Oliver Lord Protector, and 
his Reference thereupon to Col. Bark- 

- fleadl, Alderman Finer, Capt.Jobn Lim» 
bery, Door PValker;ec, 

We pi T0 To 
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TO HIS 
H GHNESSE 
OLIVER LORD PROTECTOR, 


| Of te COMMON-WEALTH of 


Eng land Scodand , 


' » And the Dominions thereunto belonging. 


The Humble Petitien of Thomas Ht 
'SHEWETH, | 
X23 Hat your Petitioner did about the 8" of = 
MP Decemb, 1652. deliver wato the Council 
WP of State @ written Paper. wherein Was diſ- 
-& covered that at that preſent time a pratlic e 
®). ond Combination, was ſet on foot by the "ou 

oats Spaniſh Amballador Dou Allonſo de | 
Cardenas, with ne other Merchants both Strapgers and" 
Natives , to deceive the State of @ great ' quantity of Sifyer 
ear fower hundred thauſand pownds,, which was abgerd the 
Ships .Sampfon , Salvador, «nd. Grarge, theu ridug Af 
IR, Hz Which 


1. || i008 
Which Perſons before-named, bad contrived by forged Bills 
of Lading, falſe Claimes and Claimers, with other fraudulent 
pretences toget cleared the Court of Admiralty the aforeſaid Sils 
ver and Ships, and for the effefting thereof there was no Cait 
ſpared nor Stone left unturned, as appeared by intercepted 
Letters of My James Steniere, a principal Aftor to. have this 
Silver cleared, which Letters cauſed the ſaid Mr.Steinere to be: 
Commited to the Serjeant at Armes attending theParliament, and 
by Mr.. Pompey Callendrens Letter there was fifty in the 
bundred- offered in Amſterdam, to enſure the ſaid. dilver and 
Ships out of our» hands. | 
Many of the Council of State did upon the intercepting theſe 
Letters concerning the Silver Ships, bekeve that the Spaniſh 
Ambaſlador bad , for a peece of money to be paid him, claimed. 
this Silver as the King of Spaines Treaſure and his Subjefts, 
colourably but they knew not which way to diſcover it,and to prove 
the fraud; that ſq the State might have the Silver as Prize , 
(there lay them iſtery)that then the Council could not fathom ,* 
and that made the Lord Bradſhavve and ſeverall of the Coun- 
cil of State to ingage your Supplicant in this ſervice, they telling 
your "Petitioner that if this fraude was to be found out , they 
were aſſured your Petitioner could do it, if 5our Petitioner would 
be true to the State, whereupon your Petitioner did faithfully 
promife the Conncil of State his uttermsſ# endeavours to diſco- 
ver this fraud, and within three duyes after your Petitioner 
bearing the-Parliament had made an Order upon the requeſt 
of the Spaniſh Ambaſſador, for the Judges of the Admi- 
ralty to proceed to a ſpeedy ſentence concerning theſe Ships and 
Silver; therenpon about 8" of Decemb” 16 52.. your Petitioner 
4 A 


word 


+ _ ( 53) 
made the Lord Bradſhaw and Council acquainted, that hee 
had certain Intelligence and would prove it upon the perill of his 
Life by many credible Witneſſes, that a great part of this Silver 
appertained to ſeverall Merchants of the united Provinces, and 
that theſe Ships having unfree Goods in them, were by the 
Civill Law forfeited to the State, and upon the aforeſaid Pas 
per which your Peritioner delivered into the Council of State, 
the Council of State ſent for Door Walker your Highneſs 
Advocate, Who told the Council of State that if what was 
alleadged in that Paper could hee mae good, the Ships ſhould 
bee ſtayed let the Judges ſay what they. pleaſed. 

May it pleaſe your Highneſs. The Judges of the 
Admiralcic appointed 16" Decemb, 1652. to give ſentence for 
the Clearing or Condemning theſe Ships, Sampſon, Salvador, 
and: George, and they ordered the Commiſſianers- for Dutch 
rize Goods to bee then in the Court , but the Commiſſioners - 
Mr. Hill and Mr. Wilſon declared unto your Supplicant the 
day. before they were to attend in the Admiralty, that they 
were Merchants, and a great part of their Goods and Eſtates 
in Spaine, and therefore they durſt not for feare of baving_an 
Imbargo on their Effates in Spaine bee ſeen in the Court 
of Admiralty to ſtopp thefe Silver Ships, but they earneſtly 
prayed and adviſed your Petitioner, that if bee knew any way 
to entitle the State to the Silver in thaſe Ships, hee ſhould doe 
the Common-wea/th very great and acceptable ſervice, and ſave 
the State all the Silver, which-otherwiſe would be diſcharged 
that morning; for then there was no other perſon appeared to 
ſtay theſe ſhips and ſilver; but your Supplicant, either at the 
Councel of State, or with DoFtor V alker your Highneſſe Ad- 


Vocate, . 


(34). 
vorate, 4nd this Doftor VValker Anowes to be atruth, 
L purſuance of” entituling the Stare to this ſilver in the afore= 

77 d ſhips, your Supplicant receirved a Command from the Couns 

of State 1.3, Decemb. 1652.That if your Supplicant would 
14 Mirw at his own peril to diſprove the Spaniſh Ambaſſadours 
Claim,nd to prove that great quantities of the ſalver in the afores 
ſaid ſhips, appertained to Merchants of the united Proymces, 
and Amfterdam, by good and legal Witneſſes, That then not- 
withſtanding the Order of Parliament, your Petitioner ſhould 
make his Proteſt m the (onrt of Admiraltie, againſt the diſs 
charge of the jaid ſilver till his Witneſſes Were examined. The 


Councel of State declaring, that if the Fudges of the (ourt of Ad- 
mirdlty committed your Petitioner for making his Proteſt. then the 


Countel would prefently hear,and take coonizance of the ſame bus 
fineſſe. The Councel of State further declared, that if your 

 Supplicant ſhould faile to make good what he had undertaken, 
of wonld be utterly undone, for that they would certifie your 

etitimey to be 11 Tncindiar 'y, in preſumins to contradif the 
Spyriſh Ambaſſadinr, and Duke Leopoldus Azents, m af- 
firming the filver belonged for a great part thereof to Merchants 
of Amfterdam, when the Ambaſſadinr on Iis honcur affirm- 
ed jt was all for hisCatholick- Majeftie,and his Subjefts Accompts, 
and none other. But if your Petitiouer was fo aſſured, as be 
wonld venture his life, liberty, and eſtate, 10 diſprove the 5 pas 
niſh Ambaſſatour, and Duke Leopoldus Aeents thim, and 
prove great quantities thereof to appertain to the Datch of the © 
united Provinces then ot enemies, by good andiegal rok and 
did perform this bis undertaking, your Petitioner ſhould n»t on- 

ty be an: fo all bis eſtate th Parliament had taken from 


him, 
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him, - being about eleven thouſand pornds, for which ſumme 
your Petitioner had for ſeverall yeares before Petitioned the 
Parliament and Council of State) but alſo your Petitioner 
old have both that Eſtate and a good reward over wid a- 
bove for his good ſervice, and. this Promiſe your Supplicant 
had from the Council of State and the Committee for forreign 
aftaires, and that they would ſee your Supplicant juſtly and 
truely ſatisfied, and upon this Honourable aſſurance your - 
Petitioner engaged and undertoike this great ſorvue, and when 
your Snpplicant Petitioned: the Council of State, for: an Order 
of the Council or Parliament in writing for the States juſt - 
performance, when hee bad proved that great quantities of. this 
Silyer aboard: the three aforeſaid Ships  appertained to the 
Dutch the Committee of forreion affaires, and the Lord Brad- 
ſhaw was much offended that your Supplicant ſhould ſcruple 
the Juſtice of the State, as not to bee fully rewarded afcordmng 
to the greatneſs of the fervice, Proteſting it could nat. enter in- , 
to the heart” of any honeſt man to jcrupie or ſuſpeft the 
Connctl of State ſo uneratefull, as not to performe. there pro- 
miſe juſtly with your Petitioner, and had that Council of State 
rontinued in per, your Supplicant is afſured-in bis (onſci « 
ence that hee had reeeived every penny of the ſunme promed , 
being eleven thouſand pounds out of the monies: as it was 
Coyned. 
The reaſons that the Council of State did nat give your Pe- 
titioner a-ritten Order fer the veſtoratian of your Petitioners 
Eſtate, or the value being eleven thouſand pounds, was that if 
it was done either by.the Order of Parliament or (onncil of State, 
then the Spaniſh Amnbaſlador =ud ocher Nations mould know, 


that 


(56) 
that the Council, of State had ſtayed that Silver contrary to 
an Order of Parliament, and had promiſed « reward to your 
Petitioner to make this diſcovery before the ſervice done, which 
the Lord Bradſhaw fold your Supplicant at the ( ouncil-Board 
| .the Council would not ( foget all the Silver inthe Ships ) bee 
knowne to make an agreement, to finde out Witneſſes to have 
the buſineſſe done, but that your Supplicant might reſt aſſured 
:  0n juſt and Flonourable dealings, and the reſtoration of his Eſtate 
or eleven thouſand pounds, If your Petitioner did by good and 
legall Witneſſes diſprove the Spaniards Claim to this Silver in 
the aforeſaid Ships. S. 

Your Supplicant having proceeded ſo farre as to make his 
Proteſt in the Court of Admiraltie,- againſt the diſcharge of 
theſe Ships and Silver, hee was neceſſitated to proceed to make 
his diſcovery, or elſe the undertaking it had undme him for 
ever, and your Petition:r acquainted the Council that to proceed 
in this diſcovery . would bee very Chargeable, and your Supplts 
cant being under ſequeſtration, unſupportabie, but no allowance 
of money could bee obtained till your Petitioner had intituled 
the State to the Silver; and this being djne on your Sapplis 
cants part, the Council ſaid your Petutoner might reſt aſſured 
of juft and Fmourable performance, for the payment of your 
Petitioners. eleven thouſand pounds or his Eſtate. 

Your Petitioner being at or about that time, ſeverall times 
offered by fome Merchants of Flanders, Claimers of great 
quantities of the Sulver, That if your Petitioner would deſiſt 

and not proſecute this buſineſs in the (ourt of Admiraltie , 
bee ſhould have paid him downe the ſumme of ten thou- 
ſand pounds, either in money here,or in Bills of Exchange he ; 

c 


(5) 
the diſcharge of the Ships and Silver, but your Petitioner refu-: 
fed the offers of. the Merchants , and made the Lord Brad- 
ſhawe and the Council acquainted therewith, and valued 
mire the ſafety and Honour of the Nation, and his own re- 
prtation im this undertaking, then the Spaniſh Merchants 
money, relymg wholly on the promiſe of the Council of State for 
bis juſt reward and ſatisfattion. ; 
Your Supplicants Expence and Charges m the proſecuting this 
buſineſs, in one year and a halfs time amounted to above five 
hundred pounds, beſides what ſummes of money your Suppli- 
cant hath ſince expended, hee having imployed conſtantly ten 
fſerverall perſons , ſome of them lived in Spaine and Holland, 
and. ſeverall monthes your Petitioner imployed ſeverall Mere 
chants and otters in the Regiſtry of the Admiralty, to inſþeft 
into all proceedings, Claimes, Exhibites,pleadings Bulls of Lading, 
and comparing many thouſand ſheetes of paper and writing, 
and tranſlating many Bills of Lading and other tranſaftions, 
-all which your Petitioner did by the Command of the Council 
of State , -and upon Warrants and Orders of your Highneſs 
Advocate Doftor Walker ; eur Supplicant alſo imployed 
ſeverall perſons about Exiffe, Limehoule, Blackwal], Waps 
ping, and S*, Katherines, to finde out where the Seamen and. 
Paſſengers of theſe Ships lay, paying all charges of their mee« 
tings, boate-hire, writing and tranſcribing all the proceedings, 
and printing them for the Parliament, to vindicate the Juſtice 
of the Nation in ſtaying this Silver and Ships, for it s proved 
out of the mouthes of ſeverall Paſſengers that came from Spaine 
that very Voyage. That valt and great quancitics of 


this Silver appertained to the Dutch, and was delivered 
Ei in 


} oy 

in S2aine aboard theſe Ships for the accompts of Mar: 
chants of Amſterdam, and by the Originall Letters uns 
der the States generall Seale to their vice Admiralls de 
Witt and de Rutter , remaining now in your Highneſle 
Court of Admiralty , commanding. them to Convoy and guard 
theſe Ships from the Parliaments Forces, and theſe Commiſſi« 
ons or Letters were procured upon the Petition of the Merchants 
of Amſterdam. , and by ſeverall advices remaining in the Court 
of: Admiralty, theſe Ships and Silver were bound for Holland, 
It is proved that when theſe three Ships firſt ſet Sale to go 
their. Veyage , thiy went from. Holland, and: the Ports and 
Harbours of the united 'Provinces , alſe that ſeveral Mer- 
chants in: London for their own proper. accompts, had Silver 
Laden aboard theſe- Ships this Vozage in Spain, which cleere- 
ly diſþroves the Spaniſh Ambailadors (laime to all the Sil- 
ver. in theſe Ships, to bee only for his Maſter and his Subjefs 
accompts, for Merchants Natives of London are not the 
King of Spaines Subjefts, It is alſo proved that ſeverall par- 
cells of Silver aboard. theſe Ships, were entered, and Bills 
made in feined names and colourably, to avoyd the taking and 
condemnation of the. Silver and of theſe Ships, if they were 
taken by the Engliſh. 

It is alſo proved.that although the "Bills of Lading were for 
Oaftend, yer the Silver was conſigned to Amſterdam, It is 
likewiſe proved by ſeveral &aſſengers, that when theſe Ships 
had bin ten dayes at Se, and bearing of the Warrs betweene 
the-Engliſh- and the Dutch, the Maſters Books were alter- 
ed, and all the. Hollanders and. Zlanders names were put 
out, and other names put in their ſtead, and after three times 


j perujall. 


| (OF 1 |. 
preuſull and: examination of the names, the Bookes were writ: 
zen out faire (which were the Bookes produced in the Court of 
Admiraltie ) And the originall blotted Bookes, which were the 
true Bookes, were not to bee found, but when theſe Ships came 
into the Downes, - the Purler of the Ship Sarapſon, tooke 
them and tyed them to an Iron Barr, and then threwe them 


into the Sea. 
" Theſe particulers with many others, are the volontary co1- 


feſſuons of ſeverall Paſſengers in theſe Ships, being aftors and 
parties in Spain, and privie to all theſe attions both in Spaine 
and en Shiphoard , and the ( onfeſſios of Datch-mea and 

Eaſterlings. | | | 

Your Petitioner hath hambly preſented theſe proofes and 
Witneſſes to ſhewe the greatneſs of your Supplicants ſervice ,, 
and the Juſtice of the Nation in ſtaying and confiſcating this 
Silver, ſo that it now cleerely appeares, the Claime of the Spaniſh 
Ambatlador to this Silver, was but a fraudulent praftice in 
him to have coxened the State , and cheated them of all this 
great Treaſure. | | 

This buſineſs your ſupplicant effeFed with the aſſiſtanee of 
tem other perſons, in « year and halfes conſtant attendance , 
futing up many daies and nights togecher. when your Petiti 
oner firſt undertooke this ſervice, being duly threatned to bee 
mnurthered by the Claimers, and expending above five hundred 
pounds in thus ſervice. 

All which particulers of your Petitioners proſecuting this 
buſineſs, and.ghe charges bee was at for doing the ſame , is 
atteſted upon the Oathes of four credible Witneſſes , who 
were imployed in this ſervice, and were privie to your Fetitt- 

W--.  |: * Which 


ONers expence. - 
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. "Which five bundled pounds your Petitioner borrowed, and 
' bath ever ſince continued at mt: reft and is nowaboye ſeven buns 
dred pounds ; Severall- Gentlemen lending the ſame to your Pee 
titioner out of their good will to the Nation-in- generall, and 
that your Petitioner might bee. reſtored to. bis Eſtate againe , 
and had: not your Petuioner - borrowed this money to- enable 
him to do this ſervice , your Highnetle and the Parliament 
had loft every p:nny of this Silver, being about three bundred 
thouſand: pounds. FEET 

Never any man as yet, brovght and ſaved your. High= 
neſle, and the Parliament ſo much money at one time in any 
ave, as your Supplicant. hath heard of; or read of. 

Your Petitioner truſts and bopes in God, and your Highs 
neſfe, that ſo great ſervice to your Highnefle and the Nati» 
0n, ſhall not go unrequited, 

What ſervice this Treaſure did your Highneſſe, and the 
Nation at that conjunfure- of. time in 1653. Chriſtendom 
knows,- the Dutch (then our Enemies felt ) and this Nation 
( wider your Highneſle government) do. enjoy. and bave the 
 bappy fruit of at this day. . 


Your moſt bumble Petitioner prayes your Flighneſſe ' to takd 
all the P remiſſes into your Princely conſideration. And 
that your Petitioner may have bis eſtate, or the value 
thereof reſtored to him, in recompence of his ſervices a- 


foreſaid.' . And your Petitioner ſhall ever pray, & ce 


 — 


" L100P _ THO, VIOLET. 


White: 
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His Highnefle 1s. pleaſed. to referr this. Petition: to 
Sr. John. Barkeſtead Knight, Lieviennant of che Tower 
of London, Sr. Thomas Viner Knight, Captaine Jobn Limbery, 
DoRor Walker, Gabriell Becke, Serjeant Dendy, Maxrice 
Thompſon, Serjeant Middleton, and Jſaac Doriſlaus Eſquires, 
or any three or more of them, to take the Petition 
within written into their conſideration, examine the 
premiſfes and to State andCertihie the caſe to his Fighneſſe; 
rogether with their opinions upon the whole matter, 


Fol; 231; | Fra:. Bacon - 


Here followeth an Atteſtation of my Proteſting in the 
(Court of Admiraltie againſt the Judges, clearing and 
diſcharging the ſaid Silver and Ships, and againſt the 
Spaniſh Ambaſſadors Claims, juſt that Morning 4s 
they were diſcharging of the Ships and Salver, being the 
fixteemh day of Decemb. 1652. as- appears by the 

. Certificate of the Officers of the Mint under their 


bands, v1z. 


x F, whole names are here under-written,here=. 

by certifie all whom'it may concern, , that we 

were preſent ig the Court of . Admiralty thatday the | 
| Judges - 
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Judges of the Court were reported to proceed to a ſen» 
tence for the clearing or condemning of the ſliips Salya- 
dor, George, 'and Sampſon,) it being abour the ſeyvemeenth. 
of Decemb. 1552. And there we law Mr. T homas Violet, 
the ſame day in the Court preſent a Paper unto the Judge» 
es, which he declared contained ſeveral Reafons and Ar> 
guments te the Judges ; for reſpicing their Judgment 
concerning the diſcharging of choſe ſhips, and leveral 
other Priz:s, till he hadexamined ſeveral Witnefles on 
the behalt of the State , co diſprove the Spaniſh Claimes 
concerning theſe Ships , at which time the filyer was 
aboard: theſe Ships : After ſome time ſþent im arguing the 
buſineſs by Mr. Violet in behalf of the State, tbe Judges 
ſeeming to proceed to a' ſentence concerning the ſaid Priſe Ships,: 
Mr. Thomas Violet made his Proteſt in the ſaid Court of 
Admiraltie againſt the diſcharge of all or any of thefe Priſes, 
declaring bee did it upon his cwne accompt, till hs Witn«ſſes 
were' examined in the behalf of the State: And that the J udyes, 
if they ſhoull- proceed to the contrary, ſhould anſwer it to the 
Parliament and- Council of State at ther peril, Thereupon 

the Court defifted from proceeding in the ſaid Bulineſſe , 

and the Judges thereof required Mr. Fjolet to attend the 

Councel of State thar afternooo, about his carriage that 

day in the Court of Admiralcie, touching theſe ſhips. 


Dated at the Mint in the Tower 
of London, December 23, 1654, 


George Brett. 
Signeds Thomas Burch, 


James Hoore, 
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— 


| Here follow the 4ffidavits and Certificates of 
the truth of T bomas Uiolets Service, made 


by honeſt men of clear reputation, (Mer- 


chants and others) that he emploied, and 
were privie to the whole Proceedings in 
the Admiralty and other parts of this Na- 
tion: and by what wayes and meanes he 
made theſe Diſcoveries, to entitle the State 
to this Siiver, and diſprove the Spaniſh 
Ambaſſadours, and the Spaniards Claims, 


* The efffdavits follow ; viz. 


0hn Glover of Londn Merchant, . aged about fourty: 
| cn maketh Oath, That Mr. T homas Folet, having. 
fince December 1652, received ſeveral Orders and War- 
rants from his Highneſſes Councel, and Dofor Waker 
Adyocate for the Common: wealkh,) to aſl:ſtin the bes 
half of the Common- wealth, againſt the Silver fhips 
Sampſon, Salvador-and George, and alltheir Silver and 12- 
ding : In purſuance -of which ſervice the ſaid Mr, Yule - 


kath coaftantly intrexed his (this Deponents) aſſiſtance, 
TT : 7.1: (amongſt : 


| (64) 
(amongft ſeveral other perſons which he the ſaid Mr. 
Violet emploied)) for making diſcovery of the ſeveral 
frauds and praQtices of the Maſters of choſe ſhips, and 
ct feyeral other Merchants, Claimers of theSilver and 
lading inthe aforeſaid ſhips, to deceive the.State by their 
ſeveral Claims; And allo of the ſeveral Bills of :lading, 
| and 1n ſeveral other particulars: in purſuance of-this ſer- 
vice for the Common-wealth, for ſeveral moneths this 
Deponent, with one Mir. Simon Baldwine:a Merchant, 
who lived along time at Cades and St. Lucars 1n Spain, 
and with Mr. let this Deponent and they two did 
veiwv and examine all the Bills of lading, and the ſe- 
veral pleas and Exhibits, Extracts, and all other wri- 
tings and papers which were brought in, and remain 
in the Regiſtrie of the Admiraltic concerning theſe ſhips, 
ſilver and lading ; the Regiſter declaring that they had 
ſeen all the TranſaRions that was then upon record in 
that buſineſs, which were many thouſand ſheets, and 
that the ſaid Mr. Violet had ſeveral Warrants from Do&or 
Walker to the Regiſter and Examiners of the Admiralcy, 
to require them, that che ſaid Mr./iolet, and all ſuch as 
he ſhould nominate under his hand co the faid Regiſter 
and Examiner, ſhould be impowered to make ſeveral 
Searches, which he this Deponent and the reft did almoſt 
every day for about three moneths: And this Deponent 
farcher maketh Oath, That after he and the reſt had rakea 
ſuch Obſervations and DireRions, as Mr. Thomas Yilet 
had given order concerning the marks of ſeveral Bills of 
Lading, and ſeveral other particulars, boch Mr. Simon 
| He Baldwin, 


69-8 

Baldwine and this Deponent delivered the Papers up to 
Mr. Pulet, hee having imployed and contented us for 
our pains, This Bulineſs concerning the ſhips and hil- 
ver, this Deponent came to be ingaged inat the requeſt 
and' eatreaty of the (aid Mr-Yolet, hee having heard how 
neceſſary and advantagious hee ( chis Deponent) ſhould 
| bee, in making this diſcovery of the truth of chis buſi- 

neſs; For thacthis Deponent for many years ' was an 
Inhabitant 'and merchants in Rotterdam, and had Come 
merce and Trade with moſt Townes in Holland, vwhere 
Trading was ſtirring. And this Deponent know's many 
of the marks of the Bills of Lading of theſe Silver Ships , 
though they pretend to belong to Spaniards, Hamburgers and 
Flarnders, yet they are the ſame marks as divers Merchants 
of Holland give to their 9104s and Merchandize ; And 
that fince the War with Holland , divers Ships and their 
lading have been condemned. in the Admiraltie, and made 
prize of, which had Silver and merchandize aboard them at 
the time of the 'condemning, with the ſame markes which are 


in theſe Ships (Sampſon Salvador and George) ; And ths... _. 


| Deponent further depoſeth, That hee knoweth the ſaid Mr. 
Violet imployed (beſites Mr. Simon Baldwin,) ſeveral other 
people. for the making theſe diſcoveries ever ſince Decemab. 
1652. And this Deponent hath been imployed by the ſaid Mr. 
Violet in this buſineſs for a/m"ſt a year and a half in the 
finding out and ſ-arching this buſoeſs ; and the faid Mr. Vi- 
olet hath to his ( this Deponents ) knowledg, expended very 
reat ſummes-of monie in proſe cution thereof, to the value of above 
five bundred pounds, beſides all his pains, attendance - and hazs 
| : | K JA 4 zard : p 
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zard , this Deponent having heard him. feverd. times. threats 
ned and in danger of his life by ſeveral Merchants and others, 
Claimers of the Silver in theſe Ships : they baving declared in 
this Deponents preſence, T bat by the ſaid Violets proteſting 
im the Court of Admiraltie againſt the diſcharge of theſe Ships 
and Silver in Decemb, 1652. the day the Judyes appointed 
for diſcharging tbe Ships and Silver, ( and by bis further 
proſecution againſt thoſe Ships and Silver fince ) hee hath been 
« and is the onely cauſe of hindering them of their Silver and Ships, 
And that they bad had their Silver long ſince, bad not Thos 
mas Violet undertaken the proſecution of his "Buſineſs. And 
this, this Deponent hath heard affirmed teveral times 
by merchants and others, claimers, both at the Exchange 
and elſewhere. And this Deponent maketh Oath, 
That this Affidavit is for the affirming and juſtifying of 
Mr. Yiolets pains, hazzard and ſervice in proſecution of 
- this Bulineſs of the Silver ſhips and Lading. 2 


Sworn the 27 November John Glover. 
1654. before mee 
RoBzrxrtrKEeLLEway Maſter of the 


2 
Chancery in Ordinary. 
| | Thomas: Ley 
' Both ſworn the 25. of Novent: Jobs Gerrel, 
1654. before me | 
JOHN PAGE; 


| Swornthe 17. of February Simon Baldwin. 
| 1653. belore me WHY 
JOHN PAGE, A 
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A (Coppie of my Letter ſent to the Lord 
Bradſhaw. 25" of March LIL 


May it pleaſe your Honour, | 


Have left with Colonel Harbert Morley this day my 
Petition to the Council of State againft Otho George: 

I humbly deſire your hon'ur to take notice, if the Council 
of State do not take ſome preſent order in it to conſider | 
what encouragement my ſelf or any man that ſerves the Common- 
Þealth in the diſcovery of the Shjps,! ſalver and Merchandize 
now brought in 4s Dutch prize ſhall have when they ſh 11 bee aſe 
faulted in the ſtreets with Stilettoes and Poniards from ( ap: 
Ocho George, for being inſtrumentall to do the State ſer- 
Vice : Thave been adviſed by ſeveral frienls for this eight dayes, 
not to come to the Exchange or Admiraltie, leaſt I ſhould bee 
-marthered for undertaking this baſineſs, Mr. Joachim Pefler 
Chirrg:on upon the Ship Sampſon , now riding at Eriff, of 
which Ship Ocho George is (aptaine, and Jacob Elaes 
Otho: George h;s Cabbin Boy, hath diſcovered the Silver 
in the Ships Sampſon, Salvador, and George, that a great part 
thereof belongs to the Dutch For when they had been ten daies 
at Sea, the Purſer was ordered by the (aptain to go imto the 
Fore-Caſtle, and take his Book and blot out all the names of 
the Hollanders and Zealanders, and, in their place, to m- 
ſert abundance of other names : for which diſcovery («ptain 
Otho George did ſtab the Chirurgeon of the Ship. My huns 
Ble prayer to your Fonour is, That the examinations taken mm | 
| W : K2 this 


this buſvieſs before the Lord Mayor of London, in the pre: 
\ſence of Mr. Will. Reymes , John Carleton, Jonathan 
Symonds, T heſe Examinations will imforme you at large, 


Your Honors humble ſervant 


Tro, Vioisr. 


To Our ' moit worthy friend John Thurloe 
.- Eſquire, at White-hall, theſe preſent. 

T he. Commiſſioners for Prize Goals Letter 

' to Mr, Thurloe, 


Mr, Thurloe, rd as x an 
WW E E havea certaine diſcovery that a great quan« 
' V Y | tity of Gold and Silver hath been ftolne out of 
the Dutch prize-ſhips that call themſelves Hamburgers, 
wee delire, for the ſervice of the State, to have a War- 
rant to bring all the Bullion in th h priſc-ſbips 
on. ſhoare ; Wee have here encloſed fent! you: Mr. Tho- 
mas Vrolets Letters to us, and his proofes taken in. the 
Office; every houres delay of not taking the Silver a 
ſhoare 1s great loile to the State; Wee finde Mr. Yiolec 
the bearer hereof, very ative and knowing to make 
.theſe diſcoveries, and he hath done ſeveral good, and 
- great ſervices. for the State already inthis bultneſle, We 
+ | ] DE Re _ dehire 


: 
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deGre yoil to preſent. the tamets the Councel of State, 
Weare Sir, RA | 


Ls 


| Dated Dutch prize. © 


Office, Decemb, ' -\ \ Your: very Friends and Servants; 
F "” l 18, (165 2+ c Wo a Fe 5 wot = 
0” a Samuel Wilſon, Kichard Ell, 


LI ' ' 
{ « a 
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\ 
d. 2.51 / 


A Warrant of Door Walkers, to the Exa- 
© © minersMr. How, and Mr. Arnold _ 
+. .inthe'Court of Admiralty, 
a December 1. 1653. 


M7: How and Mr Arnold , iu the buſineſs of the 
three ſhips, Sampſon; Salvador, and George, and 
the Silver and Lading in thoſe ſhips, Mr Violet was ordered to 
contribute and yield his aſſiſtance, to bring in Evidence on the 
behalf of the Common- wealth. I did beretofore ſizne 4 
Warrant, that all the Proceedings might be ſhewed him : He 
now deſires, that the names of all the Witneſſes alrcady produ- 
ced on the behalf of the State, as alſo the Allegations and Mat- 
ter upon which they were produced: as likewiſe, the names of 
all Witneſſes produced on the behalf of, the Claimers ; and every 
one of them particularly, and the Allegations and Interrogatories 
upon which they have. been produced, might be ſhewen to _ 


- 


(79) 


:-T. (prays your 
confider,' whethcr.I could em- 
ploy men in thisDiſcovery for 
two yeares, and not to pay 
them tor their paines, and yet 
I have nor had one penny for 
this ſervice. . 2: 5-4 

DoRor Walker 
employed-man 
day in theſe Diſcoveries, ſeve- 
ral of theſe being often with 
me, both at the Admiralty, ind 
at his chamber; and he knew, 
I imployed none in this buſli- 
neſfe buc credible perſons, as 
appears here under his hand. 

And could Do&or Walker 
have made this Diſcovery, or 
known - the tricks . of theſe 
Merchants, Maſt-rs ot ſhips, 
and Purſers, by forged bills, 
and many other ſubtilties of 
Trade, which is not in his 
Law- books, but is common a- 
mongft theDutchMerch ints in 
theſe times. Dr //alker would 
have fayed me the labour and 
charge for employing people 

to make this Diſcovery, or 
f.om making my Prot-ft in 
the Admiralcy, and would 


t/3%s \2% Biz 
knew that 1 


Honours to THe - that be deſire 


e CVery - 


beirfy juR,T te. 
re that you would not . prit bim off, 
but let it be done forthwith unto 
himſelf, and. all ſuch ethers. as he 


| nder his band ſhall nominate ; for 


be empl yes others under him in 
fearchmg into this buſineſſe, He 
will nominate none but ſuch as may 
be truſted init. And L1 deſire you 
in your ſeveral places to give him, 
and all that be ſhall employ, all rea- 
dy diſpatch and encouragement, that 
the buſineſſe of the (ommon-wealth 
may finde 10 ebſtacle. Where there 
is pub't.ation, you may likewife ſhew 
him the Depofuctons , «nd { I pray ) let 
nothing that 1s j'iſt be deu4.d bum. 


3. Septemb, 1653: 
Wa'ter Walker. 


have had the credit and thanks from the 


State for this Service and Diſcovery to himſelf. But this 1 dare ſay, 
though he be a great Lawyer, yet for the making of chis Diſcovery, he 


was then 16. Decemb, 1652. utterlie ignorant ot the wayto do ir, this 
| being a ſubtilcy amongſt a few Merchants, and not to be read in the Civil 
Law-books, and had] not had all my Intelligence trom their own crea- 
tures, and plowed with theic Heifer, | could not have done this ſervice, or 
made this Diſcovery. - 

And upon «xamination of this buſineſs at the Councel of State, Doftor 
Walker confeſſed that it was not his ſtudy nor his place to ſeek up and 
down to procure Witneſſes, or to finde out waies to entitle the State to 


this Silrer ; andexcept | could bring legal Wicaeſſe, the State mult loſe 
| this 
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this Treaſure : this hee declared Teveral times before the Councel of State. 

But if che Paſſengers did confellc this Silver to be loaden, a great part 
of it tor the accompr of Merchants:of Anfterdem, as Thad undertaken they 
would do, then bee would improve that Teſtimony to the uttermoſt for 
the Scates advantage, which indeed Door Walker did- WE 

And 1 proved'thefe frauds by the teſtimany.of about ten of the Paſſen- 
gers, being all Dutchmen, Hambargers and Labeccars,andother Hanſtgwns 
men; and [| had above fourſcore witnefſes the Paſſengers and Merchants 
more to examine in this bufinefſe, many of them were zfcer packed away 
by the Claimers, being Dutch marriners, and had money given them that 
they ſhould keep out of the way and not be examined, and ſeveral Wir- 
nefles waited 'many dajes to be examined in tlie Admiralty and could 


NOKt. "= ; 4y' +4 F ti £ i. } 

Spaniſh Gold and Silyer was plentifully beſtowed on ſome in the Ad- 
micalty,and they loved ic well. The Claimers had their Inſtruments almoſt - 
every night that ſtole filver out of theſe ſhips, to the value of many fcore 
thouſand pounds, which I diſcovered to the Councel of State, as appeared 
by ſeveral papers which I preſented to them. * © © _ > 

I imployed ſeveral men who ſpake the Datch Langnage at my 'own 
charge. and gave them money to go on ſhip-board, and to drink freely 
with the Dutch marriners, and in their cups to fiſh out the ſecrets of this 
bufinefſe, and when | had once got the end of the {tring, I would by other 
engines and inſtruments cloſely follow and never give it over till I knew 
the whole bottom of the Flemmiſh and Spaniſh cheacs which they intend= 


ed to put upon the Nation. 

Theſe men that I imployed on ſhip-board for to make this ovary 
for mee never appeared to mee in the Admicalty,leſt the Spaniſh and Dut 
Merchants and marriners ſhould have diſcovered them to have been my 
fpies. And to deal clearly with your Honours, they were none of them 
Book-men, Civilians, nor Lawyers, but ſuch perſons as be-skelſom*d mee 
ſoundly in their cups with the Dutch marriners ; and though | p+id for 
the Brandey-wine, ſtrong beer, Muw, and Spruce beerce, pickle Herrings 
and Holland cheeſe, yet I never <exſpe&ed from them good word or peny 
of money for all this charge and pains. © | 

If I were to do the like ſervice again for the State, I would never look in 
any Boeks of the Civil Law, but conſult. wich ſuch perſons as know how- 
to humour a Dutch Skipper or marriner, and fiſh out his ſecrets. Thus 
have I-clearly cold you the waies and inſtruments I aſed todo the Com- 
mon-wealth this great ſervice. I now humbly exſpe& according to che 
Councel of States. promiſe the ſumme of eleven thonfand pounds for 
this ſervice. And I not undertaken it the: Common-wealth had 
loſt this: Silver, which was 40.-the value of two hundred feventy <ighc 
thouſand pounds. | 3. Seps 


5 September] 1654] 


AF AfſterDori/laus and M.Bud are now. again deſired 
4 todeliver unto Mr. Fiolet a Copic of the Specift- 
cations'given in by the Maſters and Commanders of the 
ſhips Sampſon, Salvador, and George : as likeveile, Copies 
of all che Pleadings Arcicalate Exhibited and; admitted 
on the part of the Claimers of the S.]ver in any of thele 
ſhips : And they are to go with him to the Regiſter, and 
Examiners Offices, and to procure hima vievv of all the 
Bills of Lading, Extracts and Exhibites, either brought 
into the Office ,” or -exhibiced by any Claymers: And 
whatever Papers are, or ſhall bee exhibiced by any Clai- 
mers ia the three Ships. 1 do, as Advocate for the Com - 
mon-wealth, deſire Mr. Doriſlaus to yeild all his endeas 
vours and aſſiſtance, and allo the Regiſter, Examiner, and 
Deputy-Regiſter in the Admiralcie from time to time to 
ive Mr, Videt free admittance and view of all AQts , 
Bills of Lading, and Pleas Exhibited, and Fxtrats and 
Papers remaining in the Regiſtry, or which ſhall come 
in: Andtoit readily and-cff:Qually ; che ſame tending 
tothe ſcrvice of the Common-wealth ; and being in order for 
preparing the Evidence fic co be produced for the Common 
wealth. And 1 do, according to the Order of theCouncel 
of State of the Firſt of September, IU 
15 53, earneſtly deſire and Entreat M'. gs bn this LE8e0rs by 
Violet, and alſo the Commilſion- gereeo re S Oy gh 4 
. ers for Prize: goods, and their Sqlli= treated.to make ehiz Diſco. 
vl 8 HIRE "ors 
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citors and Agents ; as alſo, the 
Proctor and Silicitors for the State, 

_ andeyery one of them, with all 
convenient ſpeed, feverally to ſet 
down in Writing all the Informa- 
tions that they reſpeRively knov 

of, or can finde: And all the Evi- 
dences and Proofs that may be dil: 
cerned or produced on the part of 
the Conmom-wealth , That fo a full 
Plea and Articulate Allegation may 
be prepared , and the Proofs 


brought in for the Common-wealth : 
And no Defaulc bee done, ſuffered, 


or Committed _ R 


3. Septemb. 1653« 
Walter Walker. 


very, but now | have dons 
the States-work with the 
hazard of my life, and vaſt 
expence, I cannot by Peti- 
tions, Certificates, or 
Prayers, and many yeares 
attendance, get to be paid 
my moſt dearly earned re- 
ward which the Councel 
promiſed me, being eleven 
thouſand pounds ; had I 
thought of this uſage, 1 
could have bin paid by the 
If this diſ@yery bad bin 
ſo eaſily made, and had bin 
every bodies work to have 
found out the Spaniards 
Frauds, 1 ſhould not have 
had theſe earneſt Entrea- 
ties from Dr. Walker, ac- 
cording to the Orders of 
the Comnncel of State, of the 
The 
Prize- 


1. of Septemb. 165 
Commilſfoners [ 
oods, have certified to Mr 
| SecretaryThbarloe, how ative 
and knowing they found me to make theſe Diſcoveries; and had1 not 
been ſo, the Nation had loſt every peny of this greatTreafure,amount-= 
ing to above two hundred ſeventy eight thouſand pounds. 


Here follows the Referees Letter, with their des 


—_ — —— 


fires to my Lord Bradfhav, 


V5 


L 
— 


2 
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Hereas by an Order of Reference from his 
{ YV Highneſle the Lord ProteRor, dated the 13th. 
of July 1657. the Petition of Mr. Thomas Yilet, (con- 
cerning his ſtaying the ſhips Sampſon, Salvador, 'and 
George, and therein the Dutch flyer) 1s' referred to the 
conſideration of Sir Thomas Vyner, and Sir John Barkſtead 
Knights, Captain John Limbrey, Doctor Walker, Gabriel 
Beck, Manrice Thomſon , Edward Dendy, Henry Middleton, 
and Iſaac DoriſlausElquires,or any three or more of them, 
who according tothe ſaid Order of Reference, are to 
examine, Nateand certifie the premiſſes, contained in the 
ſaid Petition to his. Highneſle, together with their opi- 
' nion. upon the whole matter. And whereas upon 
reading the ſaid Petition,. of the ſaid Mr. Thomas Violet, 
«there are many particulars of ſervice alledged by the Pe- 
titioner, which he affirms the Lord Bradſhawto have 
knoyvledge of ; Ir is therefore deſired, 1n order to a 
ſpeedy and effcQuual. proceeding upon the laid Petition, 
That Gabriel Beck Eſquire, Mr. Serjeant Dendy, or either 
'of them; willtake the paines to wait upon the Lord 
Bradſhaw, and in the names of the above-ſaid Re- 
 ferrees, toPreſentthe Petition and Reference relating to 
the ſaid Thomas Violet, with the defire of the ſaid Re- 
ferrees, That his Lordſhip upon peruſal. 'of the ſame, 
will be pleaſed to certifie his knowledge of the-premiſ- 
ſes, dated the one and tvyentieth day of Anguſt 1657. 


=; 'O Yi Fr Tho. YVyner: 

F 7o. Barkſtead. 
Jo. Limbrey, 
Mavrice Thomſon. 
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This ſame Letter, which theſe aforeſaid Referrees 
' Writ to the Lord Bradſhaw, the Referrees out of their 
| loveto Juſtice, and to know the Truth ; were pleaſed 
to write to Sir James Harrington, Sir George Fleetwood, and 
Francis Allen Eſquire, and ſent them Copies of your Pee 
ticioners Petition and Reference, ſubſcribed by the afore- 
ſaid Referrees, that ſo theſe Honourable Gentlemen, up- 
on the peruſal of your Petitioners Petition, -and the Rex 
ference, therevpon would allo be pleaſed to certific their 
knowledge of the Premiſles to the aforeſaid Referrees, 
which they all of them were honourably pleaſed to cet- 
tife accordingly, — 

- For -which Juſtice of theirs I am bound to pray for 
every one of them, the like great Obligations your Pe- 
_ kitioner owes to the following Referrees, ler the iflue of 
this Buſineſs be what God pleaſe, I have learned to ſub» 
mit unto his Providence, 1am as clay inthe Potters hands. 

| And theugh I was very unwilling to print theſe Cer- 
tificates and the Referrees report to their late Highneſles 
Oliver and Richard, knowing theſe Honorable Gen-._ 
tlemen love to do the oppreſſed right for conſcience ſake, 
without blowing a Trumpet not looking for thanks 
from men, that A God may reward them openly. 

Yet the preſent poſture of my bulineſs is ſuch, thatto 
demonftrate the many ſervices your | Pctitioner hath 
done this Common-ywealth, your. Honours ſhall ſee it 
certified''under the hands of twenty four Honourable 
and Credible perſons, the Originalls I have ready 


to produce, 1 humbly crave pardon of theſe Honourable 
L 2 7 Gentle- 
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Gentlemen for doing thereof without acquainting them 
therewith, it is both by the Lawes of God and this 
Nation, that out of the mouth of two V Vitnefics every 
thing, ſhall bee eſtabliſhed, both for mens Eſtates and 
| Lifes by the Laws of this Land a Jury of twelve per- 
ſons cicher quit or condemn all .perſons of what degree 
ſoever. | 

For your Honours Informatiop, your Honours 
upon |the peruſal of theſe Certificates would ſee acon- 
catenation of faithfull. and difficult ſervice , which your 
Petitioner at his great expence, charge, trouble, and lofle 
of time, from the very houre your Petitioner was dif- 
charged out ofthe Tower; yiz. 1647 to the year 1651. 
the year before your Petitioner undertooke this great 
ſerviceof ſtaying the Silver in the Ships Sampſon, Salvas 
dor, and George. po 0 Ls 2 

| 1n conſideration of which feryice done as aforeſaid, 
many of the Council of State and members of 'this 
Pariiament, did promile your Petitioner the reftorati- 
on of his Eſtate, and. they watched but for an oppor- - 
unity to acquaint the Parliament therewith, that ſo 
his ERate may bee. reſtored unto him againe, all theſe 
ſervices and promiſes made by the Council inthe year 
1651. before ever this Silver was brought into the River, 
or. the State had eaſed on it. 

May 1t pleale your Honours, in Decemb. 1652. 
before your Petitioner would undertake to. make his: 
_ difcovery of the Spaniſh and Flemiſh, fraudulent Claimes, 
£0.coZen the State of: this Treaſure, and to. be at the 

£4, charge | 
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charge of proſecuting the ſamein the Admiralty, your Pe- 
ticioner was neceſſitated to come to a certain agreement 
abont his eftate with the Councel of State, and hovy he 
ſhould be paid for this ſervice, or elſe it had been athing 
impoſſible for your Petitioner to have undertaken this 
task, or to haye gone through with it, in reſpect the 
Councel of State would not advance any money to your 
Petitioner, but vyould rather have letthis filver go inthe 
Admiralrie, as it had gone, had not your Petitioner 1n the 
yery minure of time ftayed ir, as is arteftednnder the 


bands of the Officers of che Mint, whereupon your Pe- , 


_ tioner was forced to borrow great ſummes of money, 
eo enable him to employ inftruments to inde out the bot- 
tom of this frand. | | 
- Several Gentlemen lent your Petitioner ſeven hundred 
fixty five ponnds at intereſt, every penny ſpent in this ſer- 
vice; the reafon that both made your Petitioner under- 
rake chis difficuk bufinefſe, 'and. made theſe Gentlemen 
lend your Petitioner this money, was upon the credit and 
Faith of the Councel of States promile to your Petitioner, 
thar if this ſilver was forfeited to the State, your Petitioner 
ſhould fairhfullic be paid ont of the ſame the ſumme of 
eleven thouſand pounds, in lieu of his eftate, and this 
you will ſee clearly proved, and my friends knew me 
ſo well, that I would not to fail of your Petitioners un- 
dertaking, and for that your Petitioner vvas and is ready 
to prove to the Councel of State, his damage is far greater 
by his Sequeſtration and Impriſogmentthen eleven thou- 


{and' pounds, the Councel of State did faithfully promile 
| ; 1652, 
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1652, that over and abovethe paying of your Petitioner 
the lumme ofeleven thouſand pounds, for this ſervice of 
getting and ſtaying this ſilver, your Pcritioner ſhould have 
. an Honourable Reward and Memorial left to poſtericy 
for the lame, and it was upon this . ſcore of getting my 
eſtate again cf Sequeſtration, or eleven thouſand pounds 
latisfa&tion, thar I ever ated in this buſineſle of the fil 
ver, or in any other publick bulineſſe from the year 1647. 
to 1651. or fince 1652, to this time, for had I not been 
allured faichfully of my eſtate from che Councel of State, 
and relied on juſt performance; or had I had the lealt 
thought of ſuch uſage, and putting off from day to day 
with References and Reports now my work is done; 
when my buſineſs, and what Tdeferve is as well koown 
(asthe begger knows his diſh, or a man knows his 
righthand from his left.) I dohumblie declare reallic to 
all che world, ([ would have remembred-that ſaying, a 
man may be over-juft) or elſe I would have taken more 
conſideration then 1 have done of my own preleryation, 
when 1 was offcit9 ten thouſand pounds by the Clai. 
mers for to have cenniv'd and let the State be cozened of 
the filver in the Admiraltie, as they were at that time of 
many Dutch prizz ſhips and good;. It could not enter 
into your Pecitioner3 heart to ex{pect ſuch delaies by re- 
terences and old Court tricks ; had | thought of ſuch dea- 
lings, I bad known a waieto.paic myſelf, Had your 
Petitioner ſpent his ſpirits, time and eſtate to have ſtudied 
diſturbance and malignancie,as much as hee hath Rudied = 
the honour, peace, proficand welfare of this Common- 
: wealth, 
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wealch , the filver in the ſhips Sampſon , Salvadir and 
George had never been coined in the Tower, being two 
hundred ſeventie eight thouſand pounds, but by the rrea- 
chery of ſome Merchants and others in the Adwiralcie, 
had been cleared out of the Naticn and ſeat to the Dutch. 
Had your Petitioner December 16, 1652, at nine of the 
clock in the morning in the Court of Admiraltie been 
olleſled with the dumb ſpitic of malignancie , your 
Judges of the Admiraltie that verie daie and hour had 
cleared the aforeſaid filver,the Admiral Yan- Trump then 
lyiag on the Downes to have wafted the f1lver to Fol- 
Lind ; which had not your Petitioner prevented by fea- 
{onable applications to the Councel of State, might have 
roy'd of [ad conſequence; and have coſt many thouſand 
Engliſh mens lives, and God knowes what other dam- 
mages to this Nation, ſuch an over-{ight in the Court 
of Admiraltic might have brought upon this Na- 


tions 


Here followeth the Lord Bradſhawes 
CerTirIcarE won the Defire and 
equeſt to him, of Sir Thomas Viner , Sir 
lohn Barkeftead, lohn Limbery, Mau- 
rice Thompſon Eſquires, Authoriſed by bu 
late Highneſs Oliver,to be ('ommuſ/roners to 

' © Examine thu Buſineſs. | 
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The Lord Brat c ERT1IFICAT E. 


| Have peruſed the Petition and confidered of the deſi Ives men: 
tioned m the annexed Paper, and in compliance therewith ſo 

farr as my memory ſerves mee, Which hath bin aſſiſted by the 
view of ſeveral Orders , Certificates , Depoſitions and memori- 
alls formerly made in the Petitioners Caſe, and now ans unto 
mee, 1 ſronifie and declare as followeth. 

That ali hotigh Tmay not take upon mee to make a narrative 
of Mr. Violets Caſe, much leſſe to give a punftuall accompte, 
after ſo many years of what paſſed at the Council , relating to that 
enzagement . of theirs aſſerted in the Petition ( which to be in 
the manner therein ſet down) 1 can neither knowingly affinme 
nor deny, yet the Petitioners addreſſes in the time of the Warr with 
the Dutche', concerning the ſtay of the Ships which had the 
Szlver im them being very remarkable, Tcan for the ſubſtance 
reſtifie, and do well call to minde the Petitioners tenders and ins 
timations to- the Council, and undertaking the ſervice touching 
the Silver ſpecified in his Petition, and that upon good delibera- 

tion taken of the matter ( the probability of his allegations being 

alſo much Nrengthened by the concurrant circumſtances of ſome 

Letters about that time intercepted ) he had thereupon very 

* good encouragement given himby the Council, that ( performing 

h diſcovery ) his paines, coft and care, ſhould AL throughly 

conſidered, and be honourably rewarded, or was told or promiſed to 
that fe. 

Whereupon hee was Authoriſed and appointed by the Coun- 


cil 


| I ©} UE  — 
eto folfiith anll offi} in that while buſineſs as by their Orfers 
appeareth, and oo det Comnicil ſatt, was taken notice of as 
the maine Agent in the whole conduFt thereof, as the proceed- 
ings of thoſe times will ſhewe, what the benificiall conſequence 
of that imployment, and what fruite thereof bath been to the | 
State thay bee better manifeſted, by others who have been at the \ 
Heline of Affaires fince the 20" of Aprill 165 z. the day of | 
the 4'ſmiffion of the Parliament and old Council. S0- 
But if Tmay offer my ſence of the man and his afings which 
T app: ehend to be in part expttted, my opinion was and is, that 
his ſeaſonable inteypoſition and proteſt mthe Admiralty, appli- 
cations to the ( ouncil, and diſcovery of the Dutch and. Spa- 
niſh frauds touching the Silver Conteſted for , theſe aftions ace 
' companied alſo with great Charge , hazzard, and trouble on 
his payt, as hee offers to Demonſtrate, and affirmes to bee well 
| knowne, adjoyning thereto for the legall part, the conflant af- 
fiſtance of the learned Advocate for the Common' wealth, were 
the maine occaſion ( if not the cauſa fine qua non ) of the after 
Fenefit received by the State upon converſion of that Silver, the / 
Petitioner being looked upon as the. great Whetle that ſett all 
on work, as T believe it would bee ebifid for bim' by others, 
Who bad the honenr to ſcyVve the Common-wealth in Council, when 
this buſmeſſe ws firſt began, an afterwards untill the cloſe 
of the ſame if they were ronſulted herein. IE: 
His loffes Anno 1643: and bis ditburſtments aboilte the 
<tlver, for whichbee prayes ſatisfation and indemnity, I: 
leave to his own Evidencinge, and it feemes bee is reagy 
for it. dh” roy 
. The Councils Ingagements and ' Tatentions to him-wards , at 


M. , 
M | bis 
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bis firſt aſſuming the employment , wert net without good reaſon 
uncommitted te writing for avoiding of all miſconftrufion , they 
propoſing on the one hand a faire and juft proceeding , and onthe 
other all due encouragement to that perſon whoſe diſquiſition and 
effe tual proſecution for making. good the claime they knew 
muſt.needs be very expenſive, and liable to many difficulties and 
' hazards from the multitude of the contrary intereſſed parties , 
and their many and powerful abettors : So 4s any one in reaſon 
may. conclude , that without ſuch aſſurance of the part of the 
Conncel , and relying upon it on the Petitioners part , the 
Whole buſineſs had miſcarried, as left ,tm-undertaken , and uns 
dane. 
The Petitioners ſore task and merit of the State in this pare 
ticular : I ſhall not further medale with; or take upon me to di- 
vine or determine what the iſſue will or ſhould be as to his juſt re- 
compence and compenſation. | 
. He zeale, reſolution, aftivity, and ability to promote the 
 publick intereſt in divers 7am , being known to me heretq« 
fore in good meaſure , as 1 formerly held my ſelf obliged to cheriſh, 
and ſomuch as in me was to improve for the States advantage : 
So upm the occafion now offered, wherein the hongur and juſtice 
of the State , and their profit alſo , as Tconceive , is mainly in- 
- volved, 1 am very free to render him according to my beſt obs 
ſervation of him and his aflings , this due and deſerved Te- 
ſtimony; Septemb. 5. 1657. 


| John Bradſhavy, 


| This i8a true Copy of the Lord Bradſbaws 
S Certificate on: the behalf of Mr. 
Thomas Violet examined by me, 
© Thomas Hemet, Iobn Kimmer, , 


Francis 
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Francis Allen Eſq; Report , and certificate 
 #pon the defire and requeſt to him of Sir Tho. 
'Viner,Sir Toha Barkſtead, Iohn Limbrey, 
and Maurice Thomſon Eſquires, | 


Gentlemen, 
7 Have received an intimation from you as re- 
ra 


B ferrees by vertue of an order from his High- 
| neſs the Lord ProteRor referring to'a Peti- 
tion of Mr, Thomas Violet concerning his 

| ſtaying * the” Ships Sam/on, Salvador '/and 
George : And the filver therein contained, That L would 
t:ftine my knowledge in writing concerning the ſame, 
or What elſe is contained in the aforeſaid Petiti- 
on, in aready compliance with what is ſo intimated , 
I.do in the firſt place ſay , That I had not the particu- 
lar knowledge of thoſe affairs, as they reſpe&t Maſter 
Violets aRtings in them , which other Honourable Per- 
ſons had, and therefore cannot teftifie ſo particularly 
concerning thoſe cranſaftions. as others may fee juſt 
cauſe to do, on Mr. Yiolets behalf only , Thus much in 
general 1 can and do freely teſtifie, from my own ob- 
| ſervation and knowledge, that Mr. Y.dletdid engage in 
that concernment of the ſtaying the.ſhips Samſon Sal- 
vador and George, and in diſcovering the fraudes endea- 
youredto be pur upon the State touching the hilyer in 
yy | M 2 them 


them , contained with a great deal of induftry,courage 
and unweariedneſſe, and indeed I conceive to his ve- 
ry 'great charge and expence , beſides his frequent at- 
tending the Committee for the mint in ſeveral affairs,re- 
ferring theruntq, which could nat/but be expeafiye ro him 
allo; all which is (ybmicted to.your. ſurther conſideration. 


27 O#ob, 1657. » Francs Allen. 


This is a true copy of this certificate, witneſs 
Tho- Hewer, John Rumer. 


—_— — I" - 4 _— LE 4d 


Sir George Fleetwoods Report and Certificate 

_ uponthe deſire pio__ to. him of Sir 
Thomas Uiner , Sir Fohn Barkeſtead, Fobn 
| Limbrey, Maurice T homſon, Eſquires,. 


X* Gentlemen k | / 2. 

SS YR. Thomas Violet ſhewing me bis Petition to his 

| Highneſs, and' his deſires mentioned in. the an« 
oy nexed Papers, and requeſting me to certifie my 
FRIVES knowledge of his ſervices for the Common-wealth, 
I finde my ſelf hound, as 1 am a lover of Juſtice and Truth, 
that Would to the uttermoſt of my abilities have vice puniſhed , © 
and Vertue rewarded, in purſuance whereof I do ſignifie, 
That I baye known Mr. Violet for many years, be having 
daily recourſe tomy Unele Watkins, during the sime he bad 
the office of head Searcher of the Port of London ; They 
| ad: 
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advifing together. *to.gep an. AG paſa, againſt tr ing gobd 
and filvtr and the. "Bill being krought: by 75 3k Viewer | auto the 
Parlianent, there was ſeveral references: ta the: (ommittee 0 
the Navy, Officers of the Mint , an4 Commiſſtoners of 
Cuſtomes to cer tifig their opinions « pry they: all centured: and 
agreed in this , that:the Parliament, (if they wanld: have the 
Mint ſet on W ork, and. the gold' of the” Nation preſerved)rhe 
AFt againſt tranſporting gold and filver then depending in.the 
Flouſe ſhould be afſed, this was ANRO 1647, 4s appeares 
by the Liter Order. | 
T heſe atlings of A Mr. Violet for the. Pablick, tngether with 

ſeveral ola of Mr. Violets for. the advancement off the 
Trade of. the.Natun, and Mr. Violets conſtant. attendance for 
many years both at. the” Council of State and\Parkiament, and 
; Council of Trade, to. procure thereſtoration. ofibis Eftate:: Cat 

ſed many of the Members of the Houſe and. Council of Trade, 
aud. my ſelf amongſt the reſt. to take eſpectal.notice of the Man, 
and ſuch of the Council:and Parliamint as were pleaſed to make 
we of him found in Mr. Violet a deep. and. profound mſight 
into Mint-Buſines, and Merchants affaires. 

And this good opinion of Mr. Violet procured him. this be- 
nefit in 1651. that. many -of the (zouncil of State, and Parlia- 
ment, Waited an oppor troiry far to mave inthe. Kauſe: for: My. 
Violets imdemnity , and for. the full reſtoration of his eftue 
bring abzut eleven thouſand pounds. 

And this was promiſed ts My. Violet' 1658: 4 yeare. before 
his. undertaking this great ſervice of ſtaying the Silver menti- 
oned in My. Violas Petition', and. 4 am confident if My. 
Violet will take the paines to Wait upox fome of the Members - 


M3 of 
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of Parliament and Council We State , be will bive mary bonour- 
able teſtimonies of this that T' {ay beſt des my ſelf.” 

And this; was the true ground , and original of Mr. Violets 
being taking notice of by the State of bis Titre to make aiſ- 
coveries of the fraudulent Claims of the Spaniſh Ambaſſador to the 
Silver in the Ships, \mentioned in Mr, Violets Petition, all 
which Silver My. Violet' 'by bis ſeafonable d iſcovery to the 
State, - and 'by his" proteſting in the Court of Admiral- 
ty in Decemb. 16 52.' was the: only cauſe of getting the State 
this great Treaſure mentioned in the aforeſaid Petition of Mr. 
Violer, being three hundred thouſand pounds, and the Parlia- 
ment, and Council -of State jn 1652, impoſed upon Mr. V10- 
let the whole care of the management of this buſineſſe in the 
Court of  fdmiralty'as to the diſcovering part of the Spani(h 
Ambaſſadors fraudulent claimes, as appeares unto me 'y the view 
of ſeveral. Orders and Warrants. 

It is moſt apparent in the whole PO" in this difficult 
ſervice , Mr. Violet bad alwayes in his eye the refloration of 
his eſtate , or the value of eleven thouſand pounds, an the 
particular of Mr. Violets demands to the Parliament in16 51. 
was about eleven thouſand pounds , and had he not had a re« 
al: aſſurance from the (ouneil of State in Decemb. 1652. 
for the reſtoration of his Eſtate, or the value, this great "Bu- 
ſineſs had been loft and left un- undertaken by Mr, Violet \bad be 


| not had both ſuch apromiſe, (and alſo be relied on the fame ) 


for juſt performance, for Mr. Violet in this. his* hi gh under 
raking ventured all his Eſtate, Life, Liberty, and expended in 


this ſervice above five bundred pounds, as 1 finde by the de- 


_ poſitions of foure perſons PEP] m this Jus 


I 
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' I remember well the appearing of the Spaniſh nib 
ſador in theParliament 1 652.inDecember demanding the Ships, 
SamſonSalyador, and George, with their falver andlading.. i 
 Teivery natalie the courage of Mr. Violet, i giving 
the Ambaſſador of Spaine fo bigh a charge in1652, f; 53', Cons 
"OR his undue praftices to defraud the Nation of this fil- 
And-yet the Ambaſſador never to indicate his repu- 
| tation, nor\to defire reparation , he being, here - above a yeare 
after :. This ſhews apparently there was' a deſign ſet-.0n foot 
by the Spaniſh Ambaſſador to defraud the Nation in this bu- 
fineſſe of the filverPriſes, for when 1 ſee theSpaniſh Ambaſſador 
make no Addreſſes to the Parliament for reparation, was aſſured 
Mr. Violet would make him let go his. hold and claime of this 
ilver mentioned in his Papers, which he delivered into the Houſe. 
Upm peruſal of Mr. V 1olets Papers T obſerved, that though 
the At was diſmiſſed 1653. the 20. of April, yet. Mr. 
Violers ſore tak continued on him ſtill , be being by that pres 
ſent Council looked upon as the great wheel Pa ſet all on works 
ing , as to the diſcovering part , and this appeares -under the 
hand of Doftor Walker in,” ſeveral Letters writing to Mr. 
Doreſlaws, Mr. Bud the States Proftor, Mr. Arnold , Mr. 


* 
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 myconſtruftion of lewd" Tongkes, and th Barry #1 then band 
both in reſpe&t of the claimers, and the Spaniſh AmbaſSador: But 
this omiſſion was not to fruſtrate Mr.Violet of bis dearly earned 
reward , the reſtoration of by Eſtate ; many of the then Council 
of S cate , if they be attended by Mr. Violer, will ſay this could 
never enter mto their thoughts. oh 

To fet aman fo fore a task,; and ftriftly to imp3ſe on him bis 
daily attendance, and-to enable him to wndergo this great and 
beavy weight to te aſſiſted by ten feveral perſons , foure of them 
ſwear Mr. Violet expended, befides all his pains, bazard , and 
labour , five hundred pounds in this ſervice. 

. Mad 7h perſwaded had not Mr. Viokt wndertaken this 
buſi int(ſe in that very nick' of time be did 13. of Decemb. 1652. 
and onftently and vigilantly followed, and agitated inthis bu- 
 ſouſſe,, both at the Fon of State an] Admiralty, this great 

-quantity of filver had been loft , and the State deluded with 
pretended claimes , and how feafonable a ſervice this was at 
that conſunFFure of time, and the happy frait and effet ſo great 

a treaſure brought to the Nation, is viſrble to all men. 

My apimwon4s that for the! Honour (and T may ſay profit of 
this Nation, to encourage dll wenfor the fatare to be fanhful 
to the Common. wealth , and to expoſe tleir' Perſons, and<expend 
both their ſpirits and purſes for the Honont and /afety of the pub- 
tick , as M7. V tolet hath vec n this greet wallertaking ; ant 
browhr it to \a happy ifſe.. 

That as rhe Jul of money was #e yroatef that'eper( Ibink) Jat 
one time Ry to thisNation by atty one mans diſcovtry,to his 
reward (hquld be'Fucable;noro ks rohavethe ful reftora. 
Yor of tis Eftace are Which was Farthfallly;eo by knrowlcdy, 


pro- 
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promiſed to kim,both by many ofcheCouncil of State and 
Parliament before ever Mr. Violets undertaking this ſervice 
mentioned in his Petition. But this ſervice being fimſhed , 
Crowns all his former undertakings, and in my opinion he-not 
only deſerves the full reſtoration of his Eſtate, but to have. an 
| honturable memorial left to - of his ſeaſonable and 
faithful diſcoveries and ſervices concerning the aforeſaid ſilver , 
That ſo all others may be encouraged to truſt to the faithful promis 
ſes of the Council of State when they ſhall ſee the States promiſes 
faithfully performed in fuch a conjuntture of time , as when the 
Government was changed. 

And I think Tam bound in my conſcience that takiug notice 
of ſuch high prapeſals as were propounded either in Parliament - 
or Council of State, during the time I bad the honour to ſerve 
the Publick (amongſt which I have and do hold this ſervice 
mentioned in Mr. Violets "Petition to be one of the firſt rank 
that was ever preſented in Parliament or (ouncil of State, when 
the work is finiſhed, Thold my ſelf obliged,borh in honour and 
conſcience to give the undertaker, ſuch as Mr. VN olet,that hath 
| in this buſineſs laboured all along to the perfetting * the work, 
The State having gotten by this diſcovery and undertaking , about 
three bundred thouſand pounds(as M.Violet affirms.to me ſo much 
mney coined.) he having. finiſhed his ſore task,, 1 think 1 am 
bound in' juſtice to help im what I can ,. that þ after /o Gras 
peee and hazard Mr. Violet might not work in, vain. 

And. upon this account I make this certificate , whereof one 
part is upon my own knowledge and experience I have had of Mr. 
Violet, the | other Part 1 refer to the Orders of \Par- 
lament, Council of State, Doftor Walkers warrants and the Cere 


tificates of the Officers of the Mint. N And 
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And IT wiſh- for the due encouragement of all ative Per ſons 
thas ſhall bereafter venture upongreat and bigh undertakings for 
the profit , honour, and ſafety of this State and Common-wealth, 
that Mr. Violets.reward and compenſation for this great ſervice 
way alwayes be had in remembrance., for no doubt Jo great and 
faithful a ſervice diſcovered ſo ſeaſonably, will have a bappy iſe 
ſue , and the reward from the State will be ſutable to the great- 
neſſe of the Service. | 


Septemb.22 1659. © G. Flectwood, 


This is a true Copy of Sir George Fleetwoods. 
certificate on the behalf of Mr. Thomas 
Vielet, examined by me 


[Thomas Hewet, Fobn Rimmer. 


———— 


Door WALKERS Crerriricarte. 


{ Can truly, and do certifie, That when the (aſes of and touch« 
ing the Silver*in the three ſhips, the Sampſon, Salvadore 
and Sc. George, were depending inthe Court of Admiralty, 

touching the ſame being Prize. And before the Argument 

touching the caſting the Onus probandi thereupon in that 

Court were made; Myr, Thomas Violet did repair to the 

faid Court of Admiraltie, and to my ſelf, being Advocate to the 
then Pariemews, and dd produce from the then Cooncil of 
in open" i 
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State, one order bearing date the 13. of Decemb. 1652. And 
alſo ſome other Orders of the then (owncil of State, whereby be 
the ſaid Mr. Violet was ordered to repair to the ſaid Court of 
| Admiralty; and alſo tamy ſelf as Advocate for the then Parlias 
ment; And to, look after and take care of thoſe ſaid buſineſſes, 
touching the ſaid Silver in the ſaid three Ships or to ſuch effet, 
and accordingly bee the ſaid Mr. Violet was therein very care- 
full, and induſtrious , and did by bimſelfe and others imployed by 
him , and at his owne charge take great paines in following the 
ſaid buſmeſſe , 'andin ſearching after , and exammation of the 
faid Ships, Papers , and Bookes ,and writings, and other matters 
that were exhibited ito the Regiſters of the Admiraltie, and 
in making bis obſervations , thereupon , and, colleing thereouc - 
what might make for the State, and looking after ſuch other 
evidences as hee could finde out , ( wherein bee was noe Way 
remiſs or "negligent ) and the ſaid Mr. Violet did openly owne 
the ſame buſineſs in Court, 'and moved therem on'behalf of the 
Parliament, and that earneſtly and with zeal, and made or decla- 
red ſome Proteſt therein in the ſaid Court of Admiraltie. And 
did not only rene apply pony P_ but di4 a{o inmy 
bearing privately \-preſs-it 40 ſome of the then Judges of the 
Anil. '.\ nd 1 A fone that \the {aid Mr.'N iolle | 4 his 
much publick gunjug. and appearing 'therem. mthe. hehatfe of the 
Parliament and then Council of State , did contrafl much envy 
and ran great hazards of his perſon , and it cannot bee but that 
he tid lay out and expend muchjuoey,te fort as be imployed goerin 
£11122 209 ON& 26 55025 b<251:r5o vd3 bers : 
| T hall humbly deſire your A” yi obſerve that Doftor _ 
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if hee had pleaſed: could have certified in this his Certificate, the day of 
the moneth I made my Proteſt againſ the Judges of the Court of Admi-. 
raltie, being the 16. Decemb. x65 2.againſ cheir diſcharging this Silver , 
and- the great Conteſt [ had wich them about it before I could get the 
Judges to Reſpite their |udgment, and that to his knowledge the Judges 
of the Admiraltie complained of mee ro the Countil of Seate thativery. day 
inthe atternoone for:doing this ſervice, and.that had ic not bin for your 
'Petitioner, the State had bin cozened of all this Silver. Bur becauſe prin- 
ted the lift of the Datch prizes, and diſcovered the abuſes and cheates pue 
on the'Nation by ſome Officers in the Admiralty, ( no doubt but this bufeneſs 
ſtuck in his ſtomack, and. to gratifie ſome guilty perſons that bad cozened the Stte) 
and that made him to certifie my bufneſs by halfs, and but part of his 
knowledpe, WAS WIN ALL: OY woTo 24 bh, hem , 2 
_ But it. matters. not as long as your Petitioner hath his-ſervices fully 
certified concerning this Silver bnſineſt, under the hands of Sir Zames 
Harrington , Sir George Flettwood, and the Officers of the Mint. .., | 

This memoriall I put down to let Doftor Walker know, that though 
hee could forget mee and certifie bis knowledge by halfes, Ic may ond day 
lie in my lot not to forget him, bac to certifie'my knowledge of him fally , 
when | finde a convenient. time. I . © RY 

If DoRor Walker could have. made this diſcovery withoue mee," hee 
would neyer have intreated mee to doe it, as appears by his Qrders and 
Letters .to Mr. Doriſlaws,Mc.Bud, Mr. How,and Mr. Arnold,Qthcers in che 
Court of Admiralcie, vid fol. 69, 70. 71. 72 7% {  » Sp 
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Sir. Fames. Harringtons Report, and Cercfi- 
. - Cate upon the deſire .and. requeſt, to hin 
- * of Sir Thomas Viner, Sir Fobu'Barkitead, 
"* Tobn Limbery,” Maurice Thomſon Eſquires. 


—_ 


* Have read Mt Thomas, Violets Petition; and his deſires. 
& mentioned in-the annexed Paper, as alſo the defires 
| of the Referrees, and in compliance of his {ad requeſt, 

Fj 392. F129 916 50K 1:24 LITE 
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| Win, | 
| ſofarr asmy memory ſerves mee, which hath: been re- 
freſhed by .the veivv. of (everall Orders of Parliament, 
. Council of State, Certificates, Depoſitions, and memo» 
rialls formerly tranſaRed:iin the Petitioners bulinels, 
both concerning the Silyer mentioned in the Petition?, | 
and ſeverall other of Mr. Violets faithfull ſervices done by 
him for this Common-wealth,:, RD 256! - 
1 do,ſfignifie and declare, that from the yeare 1549. 
to the year r653. being the time I had acquaintance with 
Mr. Valet, .. I obſerved thathee had a deepe profound 
judgement and inſight into the ſecrets of our Mintia 
England, & kgew the miftery and ſecrets of ather Mintsin 
forreign parts, and the ſeverall Arts, miſterics, and waies 
forreign Nations uſed to induce:and draw Bullion both 
gold and filyer to cheir ſeveral Mints and Countries, and 
the Lawes and ordinances forreign Nations made for 
hindering.che exportation. in every reſpeRive Countrey: 
' And that both - my ſelfe and others, my Aﬀſociates 
of the Council of State, in buſineſs of high and greac 
concernmentsas to the Civil part, eſpecially concerning 
the Mint and Trade made , uſe; of him in many: per- 
ticular.ſervices forthe: Publique... | (15 28 - 
.. And.indeced for my ſelfe. I muſt give bim this juſt.gad 
due Commendaions, that for all the time 1 knevy him 
at the Council of State, hee yvas yery-diligent; to.:ad- 
oY the publiqae, ſervice, as vill appeare by tha: AQs 
of. the Council. ia thoſe, times , ,if-cecourſe be; there- 
unto EL |. oo borvch li dard 6 ST, 
> Which . aRings of hit, ,and his diligent anengance.X 
| the- 


% 


” x fp ak 


V %*—>. 
\natths | 


—CALIRE Tr 


ADS HC DURA ITT 


(94) * 
the Council. of State , was-in proſecution. for many 
years to obtain his eftate which vas taken from him 
by the: Parliament, as hee cenftantly affirmed both to 
my ſelfe and others, my aſſociates of the Council of 
State , when wee 'imployed hins in many great buſi. 
neſſcs for the Common wealth, and'this dilligent and vigj- 
lant carriage of his, preſented him'both to the Parlia- 
ment and Council of State,as a man whoſe abilities, acti. 
vicy, reſolution and fidelity,” was 'very ' neceſſary and 
rvicmble for' the benefis the Bong and great uſe 
was' made of him in thoſe crimes by the Stare, as ap» 
peares by | the Silver bufinefle z mentioned in his 

And that tg thoſe that knew him both inParliament and 
Council of State, his traſt and faichfulloeſſe was held 
in very good eſtemee, and his ſervices were eminently 


taken notice of boih by my felfe and divers others; 


both in the Parliament and Council of Stare "for ſeve- 
rall years before Mr. /iolet ingaged in this great under. 
taking of ftaying the Dutch Silver in December 1652. 
mentioned in his-Petition.- ET 
And truly L muſt arceſt that both my ſelfe'and ſe 
vegll others of the Parliamencand Council, Tooked up- 
on Mr. Violetin this great undertaking of flaying the 
Silver-mentioned in his Pctition, in the Ships Sampſon, 


Salvador, ' and George, Fhar” Mr, Piolet was the From 
| wheele of the worke that got the State this great Tred- 


ſure, for hee both diſcovered to the Council of State, 
the fraude of the Spriſh Ambaſſidonr; and the fraudes 
7+! ik "1 7 of 
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of the Ditch and Spaniſh Claimers to the Silver, which 
ſcaſonable diſcovery of his atthe Council Rayed it, toge- 
ther with his Proteſt in the Court of Admiraltie, beiog: 
by him faithfully , and aQtively performed, the true At- 
teftation whereof was examined atthe Counril of State, 
.and now ſhevved mec under the handes of the Officers 
of the Mine. i 2rarhings; 5:4 f 

By all which proceedings it appearesto mee that Mr. 
Violets engagements in thi# ſervice, was not only the in. 
trumentall occaſion of getting the Stare this great Trea- 
fure mentioned in his. Peticion , but the only cauſe , and 
without him and his Protefling in the Court of Admi- 
rakie-at that very inftantnicke of time 1 6. Decemb. 1652. 
this great Treaſure being aboutthree hundred thouſand 
pounds ( as Mr. Yule atfirmes to mee there was fo much 
money taken out of the Sampſor, Salvador, and George ) 
had bin all let go out of the Nation, -and bin. diſchar- 
ged by the Court of Admiraltie, 'andof what preju- 
gdiciall and dangerous conſequence , ſuch an: overſight 
in the Court of Admiraltie might have produced to this 
Common-wealth at that conjunRaure of . time;,- vwwhien Yan 
Trampe the Dutch Generall was in the Downes , is obvis 
_ ous to all men to conjecture, as alſo the contrary ,. the 

great adyantage and benefit that hath accrued to. this 
Natiom by Mr. Violets happie and ſuccesfull Protefting 
in the Admiraltie againſt the diſcharge of - this Silver , 
and oppoſing the Spanſh Ambaſſador , and all their 
numerous interefſed parties and Claimers.,. and their 


powerfull abertors joyned wvith it , the hardand volua- 
: car. 


” 
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tary taske thee impoſed upon 'himelfe ( as I finde it 
{worne by ſeverall Witneſſes) and that beſides all his 
paines and hazards, heecxpended in this ſervice above 
five hundred pounds. 6 fun bh, of he hut ron 

And 1 finde by Door: Walkers Warrants direRed to 
Mr. Doriſlaus , Mr. Bud, Mr. Arnold, -andMr. Howe , 


the States Officers, and miniſters in the Court of Ad- 


miraltie, and by Orders of the Councit of State, that fince 
the 20®-of Aprill 1653. Mr. Widet was required and en- 
joyned not only to contribute his own endeavours, but 
alſo at his own charge toimploy many others in make-_ 


1og this diſcovery , which I finde to be atteſted under 


Door Walkers hand, and by the Depolitions of (c- 
verall Perſons imployed by Mr, Yulet, for that although 
the Parliament. and Council of State were diſmiſſed the 
20" day of Aprill 1653. yet Mr. Violets ſore taske , ex- 
penſive, and dangerous imployment was impoſed and 
continued on him till the Stats had gotten the Silver, and 
this appears by Warrants from his Highneſſe Cound), 
and DoRor Walker of alater date ready to bee produced, 
which 1 have ſeen, Sf7271 Ronen 

- \ Theſe aQtings of his, accompanied with great charge, 
hazard, and- trouble , ſhewes to all the world Mr. 
Tiles fairhfull ſervice , conſtant fidelity , and loveio 
his Country.': . 5s nd. 300 v7, 

- Upon due confideration of all the premiſfles, I am 
very willing to teftific my knowledge of Mr. Yiolet , 
accordirig co that; true worth and great abilities ſknow 
inthe man , with 'his readines:to (erye:his Countrey Sg 
Tr an 
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| and1do itthe rather becauſe hee had ſeverall times my 
faithfull promiſe (vwvhea 1 was a Councellor of State) that 
I would teſtific his ſeveral ſervices done to the Parliament, 
by which I conceive hee merited the indempnity and re- 
ſtoration of his eſtate before this great undertaking, men. 
tioned in his Petition about the Silyec in Decemb. 1652 
but doing this ſervice ſucceſsfully in Raying this Silver, 
I thinke my ſelfe therefore now 'much more bound in 
honour'and conſcience, after ſo longetryall of this mans 
parieace , conſtancy , and fidelity, and his love to his 
Country, togive you my true obleryation of the man , 
both in his aRing this and other great bulineſle , and 
this I atteſt. upon wy knowledge and experience of the 
man, and not upon hear-lay. + x 

And ifthe rule of the Goſpel be obſerved, viv. that all 
men doto others as they would be doneto themſelves, 
Mr. Violet cannot be many weekes without a full reſtora- 
tion of his Eſtate or the value, and if Mr. Yiolet hath had 
luch meaſure as he hath preſented to the world in print, 
ſurely I muſt ſay he bach had hard meafure, bur 1 wiſh 
* him not only his Eſtate , but alſo an honourable memori- 
allco be left to Poſterity of h1s great ſervice, according to | 
former engagements to him by lome of the thea Council 
of State, forthis particuler ſervice of the Silver mentioned 
in his Petition, this juſt due and deſerved Teſtimony, I do 
give him this firſt of Ofober 1657. 


| James Harrington, 
This is a true Copy, | 
Examined by us | 
| Thomas Hewet, John Rimmer, ['* Ro 
6: "f | When 


John Symes. 
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the Commilſioners, to whom the Examina. 
tion of my ſervices touching this Silver, was referred by 
thelate Lord Proteor Oliver, Ioffered to bring them 
the Tcltimonidlfs of feveral others of the Council of Stats [ 
ro Rice and atteſt co the fame effeR as theſe honour- 
- able Gentlemen. had don. . 

But the Referrees were pleaſed- to fay they had ſeen 
enough , andto forbid mee the troubling any others for 
conformation of what I had alleadged in my Petition | 
they declaring that theſe Certificates aforeſaid had given 
them full and ample ſatisfaRion , and that they vvere 
ſorry I ſhould bee. ſo dealc with , and that they did-ſee 
my ſad fufferings , and would fully and effeQually cer- 
tifie the cerue Stare of my bulineſſe co his Highneſſe 
Oliver what 1 had merrited from the State, they not 
doubring but I ſhould have not only the ſurnme of eleven 
thouſand pounds paid mee for this diſcovery and great 
ſervice but alfo ſhonld receive an honourable tewitd 
over and above for the ſame. 

To. Incourage others for the future to relie and einf 
to the Promiſes of che Council of State , and to be faith- 
full in the truſt chat was impoſed on them by the 
State. 

The . Referrees telling your Petitioner , that in Juſtite 
Prudence , Honogr , and Policie , the States muit pay mee ,. 
and that they could oe _ but the end of my labours would 
. come 104 happy iſſue , and. thereupon the fanyes Referrees 


were 
—_ | 
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dvere pleaſed ta give mee this bonourable Certificate following , con- 
cerning the true State of my ſervices , and the Council of States 
ingagements to pay mee the ſumme of eleven thouſand pounds , 
.and an honourable reward over and above. viz. * 


May it pleaſe your Highneſſe. 
T1772 Hereas by your Highneſs order of the 
FAG 13 of July laſt, your Highneſs was 
27 pleaſed to ireferr umto us or any three 
/ of us Mr, Thomas Yilets Petition here- 
> YU uno annexed, whereby vvee are di - 
C1; 1500,'6 reRed toexamine the premiſles fuggeft- - 
edrherein, and to ſtare and certifie the Cafe to your High- 
neſſe; 'rogerher with. our opinions upon the whole mat- 
rer. ;: 
| In obedience whereunto' wee having peruſed the ſaid 
Petition, and finding many perticular ſervices which-che 
Petitioner thereby afirmeth were done by him and well 
knowne tothe Lord Bradſhawe , and many others of the 
late Council of State, and hee having named tous Sir 
James Harrington, Sir George Fleetewood, and Francis-Allen 
Eſquires, who (amongſt other of the Council )knewy 
the Petitioners great ſervice done concerning the Ships 
Sampſon , Salvador, and George, their Silver and 'Lading 
mentioned in his ſaid Petition, and the :Councl of 'States 
' intentions and engagements/to him, when hee(undet- 
OA: |- 7 took 
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rooke to diſprove the Spaniſh Ambaſſador, and Spaniſh 
and Flem:ſh Claimers thereunto. in the yeares 1652, and 
1653. _. | | | 
Bo the clearing of the truth of the. Petitioners allega- 
tions ſuggeſted jn his ſaid Petition, wee held it neceſlary 
to acquaint the Lord Bradſhawe, and the ſaid Sir James 
Harrington, Sir George Fleetwood , and Francis Allen Eſe 
quires, with your Highneſſe faid Referrence, and ſent 
them Copies thereof with the faid Perition , and with: 
our defires that they would: certifie their particular 
knowledges thercin , that ſo wee might the better returne 
- —_ Highnefle the true ſtate _of the Petitioners 
__ Cale. | / | 
And wee have accordingly received Certificates from 
all the aforeſaid Perſons, which wee have hereunto 
annexed, together with the ſaid Petition and Referrence 
for: your Highnefle gracious peruſeall- ,. all- which 
Feſtimonialls and Certificates ſet forth the great ſervices 
done by the Petitioner, by: his-ſcaſonably diſcovery of 
the Spaniſh AmbatTadors,, and Claimers fraudulent en- 
deayors to.. deceive the Common-wealth in December. 
21552, | 

Wee have likewiſe peruſed- ſeveral] Orders: of Par- 
| Jaamentand: Council of State, that ſet forth the intended 
fraudes and. PraQtices of Don Alonſo de (ardenas, im coming 
m his owne Perſon to the Parliament and to the Council of State 
with. ſeverall other Merchants, and their Claiming the Dutch 
Silver then "aboard the ſaid Ships. And wee finde Mr. 
James Stenere-committed by. the Parliament for tamper- 


ing 
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ing in this buſineſs ; Wee finde it atteſted under the 
hands of Mr. George Brett, Fames Hoare, and Thomas 
Birch, all Officers of your Highneſſe Mant ( they being 
' then in the- Court of Admiraltie the [16 of Decemb. 
1652. ) that the Paicioner by his ative , faithful, and 
'ſeaſonable Proteſt in the ſaid Court ( atthat yery inſtant 
nicke of time, and the very hover the Ships and Silver 
were in judgement before the Judges there, and upon dif- 
charge ) the Petitioner by his Proteſt» ſtayed the. Silver 
mentioned in the Petition , being ro the value: ofabove two 
bundred ſeventy eight choutand pounds in Silver, caken 
Gut of the aforeſaid Ships and Coyned in your: High- 
.nefſe Mint, as the Petitioner hath 'provedto us upon the 
fight of ſome accompres. + - rh 

And vvee finde by ſeyerall Otders of the Council of 
State, and Orders from Do&or Walker the Common-wealth's 
Advocate, and by feverall Depoſitions-and Certificates 
that the whole weight of that buſineſſe was impoled on 
the Petitioner bythe: Council of Scatein 1552. and 1653. 
as tothe diſcovering part, and the Petitioner was required 
_ to proſecute this ſervice after the difſolving/of the long 
Parliament, by the Council of State then being, ' 


Wee alſo finde irarteſfed by the Lord Bradſhave, that The Heads 


the ſeaſonable interpolition- of the Petitioner, and his z,,1n.v; 
Proteſtic- in the Admiralty , applications tothe Council, Certificate. 


| andYiſcoyery ofthe fraudes,both of the Spaniſh;and Dutch, 
touching the ſaid Silver, thoſe aRions of the Pericioner 


accompanied alfo with Jl charge, hazard; aid trouble, 
G:-; were 
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were the maine occaſion ifnot the cauſ4 , ſine qua non, of 
the after benefit received by the State upon converſion of 
that Silver, the Petitioner being looked upon by the then 
- Council of:Seate as the great wheele.thar {et all on work, 
when this builineſs firſt began and after til the cloſe of the 
ſame; The Councels engagements and intentions to 
himwards at his firſt aſſuming the imployment, were 
' Not. without good reaſon uncommirted to Writing for 
avoyding all miſconſtruction , they propoſing on the one 
hand a faire and juſt proceeding , and on the other all 
due incouragement to that Perſon whole dilquiſttion 
andefiectuall:; proſecution for making good the Claime , 
they knevy muſt needes bee yery expenſive , and liable 
to many difficulties, and hazards, from the multirude of 
the contrary intereſlcd parties, and the many and pow- 
erfull abettors ; ſo-as any one in reaſon may conclude,, 
- that wichoutſuch affurance on the pare 'of. the Council, 
and relying upon it on the Pecitioners part, the whole bu - 
fineſs had mifcarticd, as I:ft unundertaken and undone, 
The Petitioners ſore task- and merrit of the Scate, hee 
faith hee will got further medgle with ; The Petition- 
ers zeale, reſolution, and abilicy,, to promote the pubs 
lique intereſt in divers reſpets being knowneto himin 
good. meaſure , as hee formerly held himfelf obliged to 
cheriſh and ( {o much as in, him, was,) to improve for 
the States advantage, ſo'upon this occaſiqn offered where- 
in the honour and juſtice of the Stateand their profit ( as 
hee conceived ) 15, mainely iny olyed ;; Hee ſaith hee is 
very frez to tender the Petitioner according to ang 
; | - obſer. 


Þ 
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obſeryatiohs df: hitm-aad - his -atings ,.. this due and 
deſerved-- Teftimony.. Dated the '5 of September , 


Sir James Harrington alſo certifies us, thatthe Petiti- 


of Sir James 


oner was the great wheele of the worke which gat the Harringions 
Scate this great Treaſure , for he bath giſcovered to the <*rtiicats 


Council of State , the fraudes of the Spani/þ Ambaſlador, 
and the Dutch and Spaniſh Claimers tothe Silver , which 
ſcaſonable diſcovery layed ut at the Council, together 
with h1is-Proteſt in the Court of Admiralty, being by 
him faichfully, and aRively performed , the true atteftati- 
on thereof was examined at the Council of S:ate, and 
the Petitzoner 1mployed ſeveral .perſons at his own 
charge inthe proſecution ol this buſineſle , beirig requi- 
red by the Council of State to do it, by all which pro- 
cecdings he faith it appea's that the Petitioners ingage- 
ments inthac ſervice , vas not onlythe .inſtrumentall oc- 
caſion of getting the State that/great Treaſure mentioned 
in the Petition , but the only cauſe and withouthim , and 
his Protelling in t1e Court of Admiraltie , at that very in- 
Rane nicke of time the 16 of Decemb. 1652. this great 
 Treaſure(bzingabout three hundred thouſand pounds) = 
had bin all let go, and further'faich , that the Council of _ 
Scate did not only promiſe the Peritioner,, the reſtoration - 
of his Eſtate; for this- particular (crvice.of the Silver ,; bur 
alſo, an honourable. memoriall., and that both himlelf, 
and-others of his aſſociates ofthe Council of State, in bufi- 
nels of great and high concernment (as tothe Civil part) 
eſpecially as tothe Mint and Trade, made uſeof him in 
NI12#O9 nan 
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many particulers for the Publique, and that he did obſerve 
that all the time he knevy the Petitioner, which was from 
1649 to 16 52. the Petitioner was very dilligent toadvance 
the Publique Intereſt, Theſe aRings of the Petitioner ac» 
companied with great charge, hazard; and trouble, ſhevves 
forch to all the world the Petitioners faithfall ſervices , 
conſtant fidelity , and loveto his Country, this Teſtimo- 
ny conceraing the Peritioner , beares date under Sir James 

Harringtons hand the firſt day of Ofober 1657. | 
= wk wg Mr. Francis Allen certifies, that the Petitioner did en- 
Allen Eq. gage in that concerninent of ſtaying the Ships Sampſon , 
ny Salvador ,. and George , the Silver and Lading , and in dil- 
: covering the fraudes endeavored to be put upon the State , 
_ touching the Silver in them conteyned with a great deale 
of Induſtry , courage, and unweariednels, and indced - 
he conceives to his very great charge and expence, beſides 
his freequent attending the Committee for che Mint in 
ſeverall affaires referring thereunto , which could not but 
be expenſive to him alſo; This Certificate beares date 

the 275" of Oftober 1657. 

The Heads Sf George Fleetwood likewiſe certifies , that the Petiti- 
of Sir George ODT by bis ſcaſonable diſcovery to the State of the Spa- 
Fleetwood his n;fþ Armbaſſzdour , and Claimers fraudes as to the Silver 
Cerrificate. acntioned , and his Proteſting in the Court of Admiral- 
ty in December 1552, was the only caule of geting this 
great Treaſure meationed in the atoreſaid Peticion , and 
that the Council of Srate' in 1652 and 165 3. impoled 
_ upon the Petitioner the whole care of the management 
of this buſineſs inthe Court of Admizaltie as to the dil- 
0 WT | covering 


(105) | 
covering part , and that the Peticioner was ſeveral times 
impleyed by the Council of State, and members of Par. 
liament, and ſuch of the Council for the Scate or Parlia- 
ment, as were pleaſed to make uſe of him, found in the 
Petitioner a deep and profound inſight into the miſteries 
of the Mint buſinefle, and Marchant affaires. 

And the faid Sir George Fleetwood farther ſaith, that it 15 

- moſt apparent inthe whole proceedings of chis bulineſle, 
chat the Petitioner had alwaies in his eye the reſtoration 

of his Eſtate, or the value of eleyen thouſand pounds , 
which was the ſumme of Mr. /ivets demand to the: 
Parliament in 1651. which was promiſed the Petitioner 
by leverall members of the Council and Parliament for 
ſervice done before this great undertaking , and had not 
the Petitioner hada reall aſſurance from the Council of 
Scate in Decemb. 1652. for the reſtoring to him his Eſtate, 
_ oreleven thouſand pounds for this ſervice of the Silver, 
the whole buſineſs had bin loſt , and left un-undertaken 
by che Petitioner , had he nothad ſucha promiſe , and 
alſo relyed on the ſame for juſt performance, and he faith 
it is true that for ſome Reaſons of State, Mr. Violets 
aſſurance and reward was uncommitted to writing , to 
avoyd claymor, and miſconſtrutions of lewde Tongues, 
but this omiſſion was not to fruſtrate the Petitioner of 
his dearly earned reward, the reſtoration of his Eſtate , 


as many of the late Council of State (if attended onby Q 


the Peritioner ) would ſay this could never enter into 
their thoughts. This arceftation under the hand of Sir 
George Fleetwood beares date 22 September 1657. 

nn nn over | Thele 
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Theſe Certificates With the former Atteſtations are 
bricfl, reported. The Originals ſpecifying the Pecition- 
ers particular {-rvices, inthis and other his undertakings, 
more a: large alc heremn ) annexed. 

And wheica: the 'etitionezr alledgeth in his Petition, 
that had Þe dei:fle | the proſecution of ihe ſaid hun: 
in your Highnflc Com: of *dminaity, and betrayed the 
Truſt che Councel - f Sta e :epoſed in him, he was (eve- 
ral tines off:red, and right have received in the yearcs 
1552. and 1653. from ſeveral Merchants of Flanders 
then in Lindon, the lumme of ten thouſand pounds. Up- 
on examinartioa ct this Allegition, vve hnde that the 
Merchants Claimers did feveral times offer the Peticioner 


 tenthouſand pounds, to have deſerted this buſinefle of 


proſecuting againſt the Spaniſh Ambaſiador and Claim- 


. ers concerning this Silver. And this was confefled by. 
\ the Merchants Solicitor to be true, as appearcth by two 


ſeveral perions Zffidavits, viz. Mr. T homas Hewet, and 
Mr, William Savill, taken betore William Glaſcock Elg. one 
ofthe Maſters in Chance b, 

And whereas the Petitioner alledgeth, T hat in the pro- 
ſecution of this great buſineſle, for the ſpace of about 
two years he was at the ſole charge kimlclt thereof, . and 


Paid ten ſeveral perſons whom at that. time he employed 


1n this ſervice, as he hath proved by Affidavit ot foure 
Witneſſes, viz John Glover and "Fi Baldwin Merchants, 
T homas Ley and Jobn Gerrell Citizens of London, Sworn 
before John Page and Robert Kellway Eſquires, Maſters 


in Choneny, in 1654, ' That the Peticioner to their 
know- 
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knowledge expended above five hundred 4 1n this 
ſervice 18 1652. and £653. . 

We finde the Petitioners debts and engagernents con- 
tracted in the proſecution of this bufinefle of the Silver 
Ships to be very great, amonnting unto: the ſumme_ of 
ſeven hundred ſixty five peunds, and upwards, which 
the Petitioner oweth at intereſt at'this day, And he hath 
preſented us a particular Liſt of the ſeveral mens names,of 
whom the Petitioner borrowed the faid money to do 
this ſervice, the truth of which appears unto us by the 
Affidavit of the ſaid Mr. Yulet {worn before Door Har- 
rmgton, one of the Maſters of your Highneſſe Court of 
Chancery, beſides ſeveral other great ſummes of money, 
which the Petitioner affirmes to us to: have taken up ar 
intereſt, for his neceſlary ſupport and maintenance ever 
ſince the Sequeſtration of hiseſtate in 1643. 

May it pleaſe your Highnefle, upon thisbuſineſſe of 
the Petitioner we have had many mectings. And being 
by your Highneſle Reference required net only to flate 
the Pecitioners Caſe, buttocertifie our opinions upon the 
whole matter ; We do accordingly in all faithfulneſie 
and humility certifieto your Highnelle, That upon due 
conſideration had of the great travel, charge and ha- 
zard, Which the Petitioner hath undergone; in the proſe- 
cuting of this buſinefſe, as hath been proved untous as 
aforelaid.” As alſo up9o1 the Acteſtation of Sir George 
Fleetwood, and Sir James Harrington, concerning the Pros 
miſe of the Councel of Statero Mr. Valet, for the reltorati- 


on of hiseſta;e, or cleyerthouſand. pounds. 
P-'2 Upon 
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Upon the whole matter, we doinall humble man: 
ner certifie your Highneſle, that we finde the Petitioner is 
aperſon, whe not only deleryes the making good the 
Councel of S:ates Promiſe to him as aboveſaid. - But 
allo by your Highneſſe goodneſs, bounty and favour, 
that there be ſome ſignal Reward conferr'd upon him 
for this his eminent ſervice, according to the Promiſe of 
the ſaid Councel, as by the Certificates of Sir George Fleet- 
Wood, and Sir James Harrington, hath been atteſted unto 
us, That ſo all others for the future, may be encouras 
ged to ſerve the intereſt of your Highneſs and the Com. 
mon. wealth with all faithfulneſs, as it appeareth to us 
the Petitioner hath done. . 

We have alfo conſidered of the Petitioners debts and 
expences contraRted in this ſervice, and for his ſupport 
ſince 1643+ and beleeve the Petitioners engagements ar 
this preſent are very great: and preſiing upon him. Where- 
fore being ordered.by your Highnels to certifie our opi-. 
nions upon-the- whole matter, We humbly offer unto. 
your Highneſs, That forthe preſent, (leſt the Petitioner - 
ſhould be thrown into priſon, and thereby utterly ruined. 
for the very moneys he hath expended in this {ervice,) 
That ſome conſiderable ſumm of money. in part may 
ſpeedily by your Highneſs be aſſign'd unto him, forthe 
paying of his debts contracted in this great ſervice for. the 
publick. And alſo that care be taken for his ſubſiſtence, 
according-to his quality. And that the remainder of the 
money promiſed him by the late Councel of Stxte as 
aforeſaid, maybe paid unto him,  aſloonas your High 

nels, 
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neſs, and the great aftaires of the Common.yyealth can 
permit, he having eminently and fignally ſhevved his 
zeal, reſolution and forwardneſs, with the hazard of his 
life in this ſervice for his Countrey. 


All which we Humbly ſubmit to your Highneſſe Wiſdame 
and Juſtice. | 


x. Mey 1658.  TJobn Barkſtead, Tho, Viner, 
Gabriel Beck, Folm Limbery, 
Edward Dendy, Henry Middletin, 


2 — AMR Manrice Thomſon, Iſaac Doriſlaus, 


Fen your Petitioner after much paines \, peti- 
ence, and attendance, had gotten all theſe a« 
f foreſaid honourable Gentlemens Certificates , 
9. and Teſtimonialls aforeſaid in May 1658. 1 
PT caſt about how T ſhould bring my buſineſſe 
mire to have it come toagoed iſſue, that after 
ſo much delay Imight have Juſtice. | t nrd 
Thereupon your Petitioner, Petitioned Oliver Lord Proteor, 
ſetting forth my former ſervices , and backing the ſame with ſo 
many bulwarks', and Certificates , that in juſtice ndr- honour, 1 
thought he could not delay me longer of my dearly earned reward , 
for T knew be could not deny a title in my Petition , but. what 1 
alledged T had fully proved , and that your Petitioner mught be 
dealing with him for ſamething to get ſome imployment till he paid 
me the ſumme Ul eleven thouſand prtunds, | - arts, 
| | Ei: Pz 
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Tdid offer in part of my ſatisfaFion of eleven thouſand 
pounds, 10 except of the imployment of Regulating the manufatlure 
of gold and ſilver thread, with the fees 1 formerly had received , 
and 1 kumbly offered to accept of this office at the value of two 
thor (and ponds , this office being a part of my own Eſlate , y 
which I paid formerly 1500l.. 

” And had Inot bin diſturbed in the due execution, by ſome clamo- 
rows cheating Silkmen, and Wyer drawers and Refiners who make 
it their common trade to cozen the wearers of geld ard ſil-ver 
lace , and have melt:d down within this twenty yeares of the Elate © 
and beavy ſilver Coznes of the Nation to the value of a million of 
money, tothe u 1ſpeakable tofſe of the Common-wealth, by waſting 
of the blood and ſinews of this Nations meney, which ought to bee 
kept in peoples purſes to maintaine Trade and Commerce, and 
20t to be put upon Womens Petticoats to be —_ and waſted 
away. 

For to induce bis Eliobnefſe Oliver to grant me the ſaid i 1M 
' ployment , T annexed to my Petition and Papers a Reort of the 
 (ommittee of Parliament for Trade, Dated June 16. 1657. 
the original Report Thave readie to produce to your Honours, 
which Report certifies tht they have $ad it fully proved before 
them upon many dayes Examination, the great abuſes daily 
| prafiiſed i in the cullimg and meltins down the currant ſilver 

coines of this Nation ; for the expenſive making Geld and Sil- 
ver Lace, Wyre and Thread They certifie under their hands 
the dailie abuſes and cheats is put on the Wearers by the deceit- 
ful making Gold aid 'Siiver T bread and Lace, and al/o by ſeve- 
ral fraudulent praftices in the makins Gold and Silver Thread, 


that there 15w ſited of the Plockef 5 Silver in this Nation, about 
[ hi ty 
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thirty.thouſund pounds a yeir, - And that ot thi: day there is no 
Tiule nor Order for regul tng the Wok-maſters, nor the 
Workers, but every on- is 'eft to cozen tle ( ommon-wealth, and 
they have ce tified it by what ſeveral wiyes they do it ; as will 
appear upon your Henburs Peruſal of the Cert'ficate of the Com: 
mittee for T rade. 

And the Committee for T rade fir ding this tobe agreat abuſe. 
and cheat pt &n the Num, have upm many dayes conſiderati- 
on preſented to that Parliament a Rep rt of a Model and Way 
for the due Re:ulation of ill theſe abuſes, and recommend in 
their Certificate your Petitioner ſor the execution of that ſervice, 
to be appointed the ſworn Officer, and to take the fees for doing 
that ſervice as formerly your Petitioner did, and that your Pe- 
titioner for the future put in ſecurity in the Exchequer, tO W1re | 
rant all theſe M .uufatures of Gold and Silver Lace, Wyre 
and Thread to bz good (ilver, that is drawn, aſſayed, marked or 


{ealed at the Office. 
And to warrant the ſame to be ſterling filver accord- 


ing to the Standard atche caſt, or to pay all damage to 
the Party or Parties grieved, and that all Gold and Silver 
Thread {hsll be duly-ſpun, with a due proportion of Sil- | 
verto Silk; to the ang that the 8 lver may norhe bruſhed 
and rubbed, of Lace, Buttons, and other forts of 
works in Gold and Silver Thread, as it daily is, tothe 
quantity ,as hath bin-proved to the Coramitrec for Trade, 
ct thirtythouſand pounds a year. 
Whereupon his Highnefle refers this Petizion July 1 3. 

1658. and all the aforclaid Reports, together with a'Re- 


Po of the Ceuncel of Trade, for the regulating the:Mz- 
- nufaQture 
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riufaQuie of Gold and Silver Thread, to the conſidera. 
tions of the Privie Councel, to cake all the premiſſes 
into their conſideration, and | toſee your Petitioner paid 
for thele ſervices 1n ſtaying the Silver, and for his for- 
mer loſses according to Equity and Juſtice. 

And that if the Councel.conceived it fit, I ſhould have 
the emploiment to ſee to the due regulating the manufa- 
ure of Gold and Silver Wyre and Lace, and to prevent 
the melting down heavy Engliſh money, as I defired, but 
the Protector ſoon after died before | could get-the Coun- 
cel of State to meet, and (o I renewed my Petition to 
the late Lord Protetor Richard, who ſignedthis Ocder to 
Qayriel Beck, and Francis Bacon Eſquires, viz, 


RICHARD ÞP. 


Tall H ereas wee are informed that Thomas Violet 

& of London Gold{mith , hath formerly done our 

_ moſt dear Father of famous memory and this 

US\V Nation ſeverall great ſervices , and that the 
ſai Thomas Violet hath made bis addreſſes unto you , and 

in many particulers hath acquainted you with bis bumble deſires 

« and good affe ions to our ſervice , and ſhewed you ſeverall 

tranſaftions which ought to be taken into our conſiderations , 


bemg (4s wee are informed) both for our ſervice , and the pro- 
fit, 
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56, \ ſafety 3\ 6nd hinour 'of -this Nation —Wire therefore vo. 
Fete to hive 44: an accempt -of all fuch particulars con- 


cerning the Pablique', as the ſaid\ Thomas Violet hath alrea- 
dy acquainted youTwith ,. and if you conceive: it fit for our jers 
Vice, you are by theſe prefents. autboriſed to fend for the ſaid 
Thomas Violet, and #0 examinethin upon any other queſti- 
ons or matters , which you ſhall conceive is fit for our ſervice, 
and in what -wey the faid lhomas Violet may be ſerviceable 
. *ntd #4 and the" Publique, and the reſult of your debates to - 
grefent wnio'ns in writing, with what expedition you can. 


Dated 28. Ottober 1658. 


; \ To aur trufty and Welbelaved, - 
- Francis Bacon, and Gabriel 
Becke, Eſquires. 
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Myy it pleaſe your Highneſſe. = 

of N obedience to your! Highneſſe Order of Re- 
FEy1'7, I ferrence dated 28, October laſt berewnto annex- 
PRs Way, cd , wee bave ſeveral times mett , and finde that 
SOERk Thomas: Violet Petitioned your Highneſſe 
rojell Father. far his promijed reward , which Petition his late 
. Highmeſſe 13 July 1657. referred torhe Lord Barkſtead, 
Sir Thomas Viner , and ſeverell other Perſons , and their 
_ 29 Q.. | 
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Report thereupon # herenito annexed ; which\Report wi have 
peruſed , and alſe ſeverall Certificates of the Lord Bradſhawe, 
Lord George Fleetewood of the Vache, Sir James Hanting- 
ton , *and Francis Allen Ejquires , and: ſeverall other Certi- 
ficates-of the Officers of the Mint ,:-4s alſo the Orders of the late 

* Council of State , Depofitions , and Orders of the Court of Ad- 
miraltie ,. whereby it appears to us that the ſaid Thomas Vi- 

| olet by bis ſeaſonable mterpoſition ,* and Proteſt. in the Admi- 
raltie 1y. December 1632. his application to-the then Council 

| of State , and hu diſcovery of the Spaniſh «nd Dutch fraudes, 
touching the Silver in the Ships Samplon , Salvador , and 
Georpe , being-neere three hundred thouſand pounds , this his 
diſcarvery and proſecution.in the Admiraltie , in all probabillity 
ſaved the State this. great Treaſure, or elſe the State had been 
cozened' thereof, as appeares: to us at large by all the aforeſaid 
Certificates ready to bee produced to your Highneſſe. 

Wee finde it proved and certified , that Thomas Violet 
expended ſeven hundred ſixty five ponnds in the proſecution of” 
this ſervice , befides all bistime and bazard ;; whith.monies ap» 
prares to us be tooke up at intereFt , for which he ſtands-mdebted 
to ſeverall perſons , and be- hath proved to us be is every dayin 
danger to be taken in execution , for the very monies bee expend- 
ded in this ſtrvice, to get the State this great Treaſure.. 

" And wee finde it atteſted unto your Higbm ſe rojall Father, 
by - the Certificates of all the aforeſaid. Referrees., that the State 
did promiſe unto Thomas Violet , upon bis underegking-at'bi; 
wn charge to do-this ſervice, to: pay him the ſwm-of tleven - 
thouſand pounds', and fome- other rewards for this ſexvice , in 
ſropping the aforeſeid Silver; © WJ 
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' And it is, further certified to your Highneſſe royal Pather 
by all the aforeſaid Referrees,, that they finde. it proved that 
Thomas Violet was offered. ten thouſand pounds in the behalfe 
. of tl the Claimers , to bave defiſted his proſecution i in the behalfe of 
the State, = ranching t this. Silver. + 
. nd we finde that the Lord Barkftead, Sir Thomas Vine 
nl all the ather Feferrees humbly propounded to your ighneſſe. 
royal father as Very fit and juſt, that a conſiderable ſumme of 
money bee preſently, paid «nto Thomas Violet, for to diſcharge 
his debts, and for bus ſupport leſt otherwiſe hee ſhould bee throwne 
into Priſon and utterly ruined for the very money " hath expenaed 
in this ſervice, and that care be taken for the future for Thomas 
Violets fubfiſtence according to his quality , and that the re 
mainder of the money to make it up the ſumme of eleven thouſand 
pounds, promiſed to him by the State for this ſervice, may be paid 
unto Thomas Violet.as ſcone «s the great occaſions of the State 
can. permit. This Certificate is hereunto annexed and (igned by 
all the afareſaid Feferrees 1. May 16 58, fo your Highneſſe 
r6y all Fatber. -{ 

F4nd wee humbly offer it 45-our opinious , chat; it is both juſt, 
and fit for the honour of the State, that the monies 1 homas 
Violet hath expended in this ſervice , and.a_ due conſideration 
for bis ſuppart for the future be ſpeedily paid unto him, to preſerve 

him from a preſent ruine, and the remainder of the aforeſaid ſum 
to be paid him as ſoone as the great occaſions of the Commons 
wealth will permit, |, 

And the Referrees do beld Thomas Violet tobe g oofon Ves 

ry fit and uſefull for imployment either in your Highneſle Mint, 
or in the Office for the due Regulation of gold and ſilver "ye 


Q z 
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el Late, exc: 'arfEinfe feverd other emis iieness as apphrs by 
_ ſev (ortificates, And" Violet bunſelf hath mMude ed 
*Propoſa's unto ns in' writing for bis ſatirfatfih; which we 
have. hereunto annexed fox yoar Miphniſſt gracions peruſal, br 
ſome of theſe Propoſals we do hunblee appyebokt Thomis'Vio- 
fer may be uſeful for your Fighnaffe and the public ferVice:'" 40 
which we bymblie ſubmit to your LR anal 
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"Bowe the middle of Apri ho the ma odor dP roi 
Richard, receiving, theſe Certificates and this following 
Petition; blamed ſome prrſons 'wham he'bud  intereſſed' ts give 
him a.true Attount of my ſuffernigs, \and,of 'my abilities arrd 
willingneſſe to ſerye the Common-wealth, that they had not done 
it before, but to ſhew that' bis late Highneſſe' put a great'value of 
my ſervices and ſufferings,” «nd of my abilitizs to'ſervethe Nats- 

=. On, (@s- ſore Hiouturable Geitlewth: told me 'br didb+ was pleas 
Eye the Reading this following "Petition; ta give me and; 
fome other Gentlemen which Thad nominated intruſt for myarſe, 
this enſuing -Warrant for. the making of # publick farthing for 
tbe uſe of England, Scotland, and Irelatid; referring the 
Approbation and: Conflrm ation: thereof to the Pirliament; to þro- 
mide ſuch Orders and: my as "* __ beſt ſ® the ot 
\ . the Peple 


I 
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T uſed the nam name of Edyvard Johnſon Eſq. and ſame other 
Names for my uſe, and here followeth my Petitim and Refe- 
rice Qu bus toy "glen, JAud if din Parlignizht pleaſe wo 
employ Ke enf0g5 FO frm per 


the entire a r wry fice,sfl or making a 
none” Wer, bark acce No of. thi YI , 
" hum: "bai It" a wo thaufahd } ah v4 


ps Fe r fromthe Comm -wealth, in s 
mſn ig Lit 
a Ar COD will be tied to pay the edn fouldiers, & 
ring the time of this *Grant, twelye-pmnce upon every twenty 
1wo ſhillings 1 m farthings, which ſhall be redf y me or my 
; Raghntd;) Seorlitid Wi Hagnd; Which wilt 
& conflant revimiey .and'l will pay thing this avighe i Tj 
fers for be mbimed onfuibr2. .. $5618): as 0g 
Hd if 6 State? plaeſe thhnit AadeMngs 
propottn, Ln get + oo vein 
tytw6 ſhits, idyur'th8fe Copper fartbing 25 Hpdl}-4 Fave 45 
beavy* Po as nad via" Farthigy'" that” rm i " 
Mong uy) . : 4940) Fo ww \1 COLITIS \ 
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To his - Eohnedls RI C H 4 'D LORD 


-PROT ECT OR' et” Englant,” coflarid, _ 
_ and Treland. Andthe Dominions.. on | 
A bh and Territories thereutto  belo ing. 5h 


The Hale Periign of Edward Jinſe Ju unior, ch As, 


" Y- there are many fraudes and deceits dai- 


| hk ly, prafiiced, by diverſe petty Retayling 

0 T radeſmen , Chapmen and. others, in 

bs. makeing and. uttering. farthing tokens of | 

þ their wn ſtamping., almoſt.every petty Re- 

RESDELE tling Tradefman putting forth aſeverall 

farthing token not valueable withens any Licence , ſome of Pewter, 

Tinn ,” Lead , Braſs , and ſome of Copper , according to every 
mans fancy that makes their own farthing tokens. 

Great numbers of theſe Retayling Tradeſmen breake , others 
remove themſelves from one place to another , and many of them 
die inſolvant , and their farthing tokens thus unduly uttered be- 
iug not valueable , one of them not bemg worth in value the - 
fixth part of a farthing, and ſome of their farthing tokens not 
worth the twentieth part of a farthing, the people of this Nation 
(eſpecially the poorer fort) are daily cheated and "_ by theſe 
mairett praftices, 

To 


mw (195): © 

11 oprevent.thife abuſes forthe futute ; your Petitioners bums 
Þly pray your Hlighnelle char a- common Valneable farching may 
be made of fine Roſe Copper gf a roaluedHe iweight(t*at js-to ſay) 
_ 'of the weight of about: halfe a"quarter of an; ounce Haver du poys 
10a" farthing', andtiventy two; Shjllings.by qail ,/ t9 weigh eight 
Foioids Hlaver du poys', with tht remedy of:feupence-witer-or over 
t0 paſs currint within your Highneſle Doanimons of /England, 
Scotland , and Ireland , forall fuch per forns as will make uſe of 
then for their neceſſity.of change , .and to probibjt -all other fare 
thing tokens now» miade:, or to-be-made or- uttered within- your 
Highneſſe Dominions aforeſaid f,*Þ 1 tobe * TR” 

That to bave @ valueable common farthing ta.be made. ,to paſs 
currant within your Highneſle ſaid. Dominions , is ſo needfull 
a thing in the Common-wealth , and of ſich neceſſity for 
cDange:, that the making of the ſame will relieve and accommo- 
date many thouſands of petty T radeſmen and poore people , as 
will plainly appeare unto your Highnelle , in our moſt bumble 
Reaſons and motives bereunta annexed, to Which-wee do moſt 
bumbly Referr. + 


Your Peticioners moſt humbly pray your Fiybnzſe;in 
reſpe& of the great charge, and trouble they ſhall- 

 unde&rgoin performing this ſervice for the good of 
the Comman-wealth; to grantuntorhem and their Af 

' fignes and Depuries, the ſole making andurtering 

S of the afprefaid' Common: farthing, for ene. and 
thirty*ycares; andevprohibite all, ocher-fanthings,, . 
and the making and-councerfciring ofthis fanhing | 

"by any othicr;, upon paineandloflea(» Bftacc and. 


| ou 


(120) | 
+4.) Imprifohment duniogyou ped 
© 1 '}n:eorffedenttionothere of,yeurr of W ſerve 
©, your Hiohneſſe Domioions withival 
of the-goodnelle: and weight: orchid, and allo 
pay 96. of -your: Flight ſfe. Exahequer. to. your Higb- 
neſs ſerooolye pence: for every; (61a and -tvegn(y 
Milinge jn«farthings;; which (hall beyented and 
 "otteredtby your Patitxoners, their Deputie, or De- 
\ puties *t Ehglonk, Sealed, and dreland vvich 
: wil bre-cercainerevenew 0 your: Alighefſeatmn- 
ny hundred. pounds a yeare, gad a great adgcommpr 
- dation -andbenefit._ t:the _ —_— Hy- 
fe Dominion. 21208 


——_— 


And your: Paiionr Gull id pry &s 


a4 + >” 


RICHARD Pp. 


JEE have peruſed the Petition of Elved _ on 
Junior Elquire, ec, together with the reaſons 
| Herennto annexed ,-and our will and [pay 1s, that 
our Sollicitor Generall prep wap eo abooke r figna, - 
ere, forthe erefting' of an Office for the ſole hs 
yenting , and; utteving of a. Common, oy eo go 
curtant in England , ” ewlew.s £ .dre Wales , 
accordi tothe weight , proportions and xopo ficions, 
in ache Pron .conttned Wall uh Rul pet 
er 


(i; 
ſerved by the Petitioners, or their Ailignes ,for the "I | 
figures, and Arms of the ſaid farthings, as- vvee-and our 
Succeſfors ſhall appeinr, and for: the granting the fame 
ro the (aid Edw. oem upior Elq;e%.and their Aſſignes 
and. Deputies for one and* chirty yetres, Reſerving to 
us and our Succefſors twelve pence for every two and) 
ewetty Shillings of the (aid farthings, ſo vented and ut- 
tered, , And gur. Solicicor GenerMl is to attend and ac- 

zintthe Parliament with this Petitiop , together with 

the reafonstheretinto atinexed | and yvith this our War- 
rant. VVho ate deſired to Ordaine and appoint ſuch 
Rules, Prohibiciots;, .and Penalcies, for. the cffeRuall 

nd \bettet magna riaciagement. of this\{ervice{ the preventin 

o all former, ang po oea6s, FS. va 
feiring ; arid im ortatiort of any the fail farthings from 
the parts beyond the Sas, as they. ſhall thinke fic-and 
for chr carrying on of this S-rvice forthe ood. 

of the Commonwealth, . ' Given. at Whichall the ads by” 


of Aprill1659, Feet 


\.,To- our Truſty VVelbeoved Sir nite Ele Bacrons 
- tout Sollicigt Generall, | 


On) 
A er ue 


wi my much honoured and worthy | Friends 
S*© Thomas Uiner,K*, M: ff lexander Holt, 
IM Fohn Sanders, M* Fames Hore, M* Wall, 
Baldwine, M' Will. D«-Gard, M- Sarj Gant 
Dendy , M' Gabriel Beck, M" Bovey, 
M- Ed W, athins, M" Fobn SE” M' Lucas 
Lucie, M* T hom. Packington, M' Francs 
i Biſhop > M* 7obn Burreige, Mr: Delabar, 
"Me Novel, 'M* Emery, M' Hord,”' p 


| wonty Gentlemen , and my good Friends: - |; 

| B08 Ojo of all others] am moſt obliged t9 give "won 
&\ ticular account '6f this «buſt neſs, touching my 
We ſtays this ſilver, mentioned im this Book, be- 
Jy cauſe , I could not have done this great ſervice 
| x0 of rtaying the Shippy , Sampſon , Salvador,and 
: Nw ag and proſecuting that pafoiſoin the ' Admiraltie, "but 
that I had the money to do it from you , and I owe it you at this 
' day. about 1500 I. I have formerly ſhewed wnto moſt of you the 
Orders of Pas liament touching this buſineſs, and what endes- 
pours were .atted by My James Steneer , and ſeverall 

other Merchants, to cozen the State of all this great treaſure : 

Ml the printed Tranſaftions quſt of you have ſeen farmerly, But 
the orders that mentions ſeaven ſeverall Letters of Mr. James 
dteneers, 


” 
C4 
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Steneres, -4nd: Jowtall ther Merchants Letters which w were FI 
in-Parliament, © Mr; James Steneer. writes to his . Gorreſ- 
pmidents beyond Seas concerning the geting them this Silver out of 
the Admiraltie;; (wee $ Megning, hjmſelfe, and the reſt of bus con» 
federates,; bave made: —_ many fraends «mong the great ones 
to ſpeake for us in the buſmeſs' when it-com's before them, (4 wiſe 
man may gueſs who.thiſe great ones were , and what great ones 
made atrade by,cogmmg the Comm on-wealch i in, their Prig« 
es), the (laimers of the ſilver ut that. time haying ftallen ſeveral 
ſeores of thouſand * poundes. out of theſe Ships, ſo.that they weree 
full of money and they could bribe any Perſon in power that would 
bt corrupted), in another of Ms Steneres Letter that was read in 
the. Parliament Houſe, Mr. Stenere, writes..t9. bis \Correſpon+ 
dents. beyond Scas, that be muſt bave a- care What bee, did. write 
to thein touching this\ Silver buſineſs , leſt bis Letters frould be 

opened , when be was brought to the. Parliament. "Barr the firſt 
of December 1652: be rather choje. to.a6k the \part of FY foole, 
and alyer , rather then-to ſerve the: Comm on-wealth to if 
cover this deſign , for which tampering of his the Parliam 
committed him from the Barr to the. Serjeant at Armes the far ſl of 
Decenaber 1652, as appeeres by the jmurnals of the Parliament, 
at that time Van, Trumpe the Dutch Admirall WAA 111 5, 
Downes , and no doubt but his mouth watered after this Silver, 
thert is Commiſſion under the. great Seal of Holland , and the 
original orders of the States Generall, Upon the my ition of the 
Merchants of Amſterdam, (o.guard th Jeſhips.nd and ſilver from 
the Parliaments forces, which will remam to poſteritie to ſhow the 
juſtice of this Nation mſtaying this- ft Iver for Dutch filver, the 


tou of this being alſo fonſe eſt.in the Admiraltie by many of the 
) 2.  marriners 


| (124) 
Warriners and paſſengers Which came that Voyage from Spain, 
and that the Purjers books and many of: the Bills of Lading were 
forged and altered at ſea after that they bad heard certainly by 
fome ſhips that the Dutth were” at "warrs with England. |... 
The Parliaments Agent at Gades' gave advice here Me 
Wilſon his kinſman, the day that" theſe” ſhips fet ſails from 
Cades, and though they gave out "there that they were to 20 for 
Duakirk, Jet their deſigned Port as Amſterdam; they 
loaden for thegre: reſt þ art wpon the account of the Dutch, and 
the ſanie was confeſt in 7b AdwWiralti by many of the Pegs 
and others. © © 
Decemb. 14.1652." The Speniſh Ambaſſadir DowA- 
| lonfo de Cardenas, nbaſſador extraordinary for the King of 
Spain, came it perſon to the Parliament, and made an Oration mn 
the Houſe, claiming all this ſilver in theſe three ſhips to belong to 
his Maſter and for bis Maſters ſubje&s account ; which Speech 
hee alſo at the ſame time preſented to the Parliament in writin 
both m Spaniſh and Engliſh, together with two bundles of pa- 
pers touching this ſilver, which hee referred to the conſideration 
of the. Houſe : And for ſeveral daies hee made bis appearance at 
the (omH of State, fx pat in the” like claimes for this ſilver, 
hee ingaging hu "7 SPS; that nv part of ' # did belong ' to the 
Dutch, as will appear by the proceedings and the records of the 
Council of State, and My \Stenieer was __, and his ora kh 
neſſe never called bn to this day. © 
| While theſe buſineſſes were tranſeBted at FAY Purliamet, 
' Councel of State, and Admiraltie, T made the Lord Bradſhaw 
and many of the Comncit of" State acquainted with the whole pra. 
Fice and 4x6 that was intended t6 be put on' them by the afore= 


\ ſail 
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| foil paveles; and tharif\ chey ball nota Jþecidl care,' the Judges 
im the /adnipalel would diſcharge this ſilver, and the Dutch'bad 
_— it ſhould be in the bottom of the ſea than wee ſhould have 


. Upon this Information the Connal of State commanded mee 
6 atventeartfullyabo anotlons of the: Court: of Admiroltie ani 


rhe Merchants touching this Silver ,and from time to time to give 
the Council' an account whutwas done in the buſmeſſe. 

* Wherenpon -December 154: 4652: 7.made-the. Council ge 
quainted: "Tg the Fadges of ehe Mdmindeis bad» appointed te 
bring Ping the Pip Sawp on, Salyador, and: George, their fits 


ver «nd { t the next day, ho DeabaCa 
s:Fould cleaie 


the yrievs. ow that Tdid: believe the Judge 
the ſhips;che Lord Bradfhavw and ſome otFergaf the Council wokt 
mee What reaſore Thad to ſuy Jour to fuſpeB eo. Whereupon 1 
to'd them, the Commiſcioners of Dutch prize.Gaods had;giveri me 
«warrant to:90 aboard theſe Dutch pride ſhpvken __ d,and 
to inyploie Wham Crhought good torget 6 qnaMitaNce | wit b the ſea- 
men aboard theſe ſhips." Jud 1 bad certain \intelligoice that 
Ocho George, Captain of the Samplon, bad commanded all 
his men to be in yeadineſſe;and had taken in freſh ictualling. 
biskets, and that in 4 few daies they ſhould be:ge Dunkirk: des 
daring” that Van'Tromp would do them any abu 755010 


on the Downes. : 


" Uponthis diſcovery, many of 'the Colnti fin 4d wang 
bend the great) dammage and danger- the. Nation was in if this 
great treaſure ſhould linotheb bands, A the Dutch; and: af* 
ter much! debate” Lavas communded by the (ourtelita attend in 
. the Conrt of Adrirdltie, Decemb./ 16 - all the while the:Conrt 
| fate; -andi ' the Judgesadich yy abaut tadearghe.filyer,. the} 


ſhould 


wakg ©. 
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ould, make my- Proteſt: againiſt.itheir Fbadddggx tll-my Wits 
.. meſſes wirt examined that oa diſcover the: fraud : Andi the 
Gouncel likewiſe charged\ mee," That. if the Judges a3kt mee by 
what authoritie I'made my: Proteſtz Lſhawld deny. had any ore 
der. from'.the Conncel- of State ,\cbut ul feauld do. "56 p07 ry OWne 
peril and: account, f 1 were ceitain'4 could diſprove the Spas 

ml Ambaſſador, * and.if Tdid prove: that there was ſilver aboard 

theſe ſhips ; belongs ging. to the. Dutgh, :04t; of. the furit bandred. 
thouſand pounds thatavasedined of abis fler.,. 4 ſhould, be. paid 
eleven thoufand pounds, bring in2liewof-my eftate. that Ibad 4 
many yeares petitioned far,wherewpon 1 10d-the Council the eſtate 
the Parliamenttack from me, endamoged me above ſixteen thous 
ſand pounds, »wany of the Couheel weplying:-( Perform you what 
you- have: inidertaken; hich we believe -y0u.are never-able to do) 
and you ſhall. have 'axhenaurablt reward-for this ſeryice,,/ over 
and above eleventhouſand pounds Bark claim for yaur eſtate. 
Ihavrdinethis ſervice, and two lyundred ſeventy eight thouſand 
porndothe: State -hathrhad and briployed ttfer-the:defſence of 'cbe 
Coremon-wealth, in paying; the Army ang Navy, as will appearby 
the Accounts of Coll Barkflead;. | yetJadbis daythe. Comm! of. 
State;hath not performed their ſdirhful, (Erimiſe to me, . to payime 
elever-thiuſand pounds und. © UE Shs repard ak 
and above for thi ſervice. 

- Ibis-very:remiarkable, that theye- vyas a defi 3gne los a- 
mongft ſome-.of Mr: Steniers great.ones' to, cozenithe 
State of this-Treafure;\/and wauld'i have .beeg.a.Knave, 
I might have been one of 'his: ;Sreat ones, and/have taken 
tenthouſand- ponds to letthe ſalver go,as in this Book is 


\e= wud many honourable penloms. MSG have Fer 


Andthatto ſome inthe Adrnizalty jny'a þ 
Court to ſtay this filyer was moſt diftafttull i: | 
[peRed,and ſpoiled ſome peoples markets both in the Ad- 
miraltic and-other -placcs-too 5 for ſome: ofthe! Judges 
in the Admiralty, (Exton and Stevens) Decem.16, 16FE, 
were ſo farre from giving ince thanks-for my diſcovery, 
and for making my drome in the: bebalf of the State to 
fave this filyer, (which: had not theirintereft and profir 
layenanather: Way :they-ought, to havedone)buttheycon- | 
trarivviſe openly in the-Court (before 'many/hundreds of ' 
merchants haye reviled; me: and would of. a 
this ſilver, 

And had 'I not received Fl compre Gllim heGdun: 
cit of State the day before coact.in that manner, co be ſure 
_ toi keep the. Judges from diſcharging the filver; ler the 
Judges lay.what they pleaſed;the ludge would that mor- 
ning; have diſcharged the filycr, and conſulted: together to 
commit mee ; they diſputed the buſi inefte ſo-Jowed;thacl 
2nd many others heard it: Andthe ludges bid Mr Wyeen 
che. then Regiſter of che Admiralty call on the: ſhips 
Sampſon, Satyadvy and George,,not minding; what: F-ſaid: 
this can be proved by. many tnerchanrs, and'is tylly certi- 
fied by che Officers of che Mine: .; + 

Whereupon Irold Mr Wyeen the Regiſter, ar if he __ 
the ludges did diſcharge the: filver znthicke: ſhips, and did 
nor-forbear their.ſengencexill nay Mirneſſts veere/examie 
a I would make'jr the dearcft ydies workthey 'ever did 
in their lives,or tothateffet, And I undertook beforethe 
lager in cheAdrairalryaipen the periliof .my:life to diſ- 


" arte prove 
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provethe Smifhrdmbaſiador and FlenmiſhTlaiines torhis 
fthver, +; hereupor Monſicur Morett (the Spaniſh Am- 
baſlidors Kecretary) hearingmee lay lors the lndges;was 
ina very. greao ogrghod b fe veercaltthe wy of the" Clais 
| angers; >. «393901 (any! [38 beL it: 1), 465 

- Whercupon I told the tudges'; -rhat if they orbuls 
dearthe filyct, tiorwithftagdi -my | Proteſt; before my 
wine ſſes:vwereexamined;n was molt apparent the Conte 
mon-whalth yas veunjed; apdbrives' pivewand "taken 
by tamt greitouesto cozeh ehe-Comiirion wealth of this 
flyer, biu.ic ſhould nor- be-intheir power to do'it; for '? 
would prevent them... | 

And bariforbe: ladges did proceed t6/ Aiſchrge this. 
flver;/and chat-this: filyec” come into the hands of the 
Dutch, the. ludges lives. and .eftates could'not-rhake-the 
Common-wealth: ſatisfaction; 'for that Far Tromp'the 
Dntch General wos-themow the Downes; and zt haftic- 
Judgment, beforethe'truth ofthis plot was diſcovered, | 
would putthisfilver into the- Dutch mens power, which 
mightbe of ſad conſequence tp this Nation, and may. 
colt any thouſand Exe lh'naen their lives. VVhereuipott 
all be Spani/h and: Flewnifh Claimers were in a' great 
rage, heat and diſcontenr, _ '/ ' 

Two of the ſudges(Exronatid Stevens) told mee I had 
andone- my.ſelfe. for-ever, in-racking ty Proceft againft 
the diſcharge of the filver,” and-by-#vy othe? ations and 
words that day inthe Admiralty , arid ſo rhe'ludges com- 


* . manded mee:to-artend the Council of Stare-that' after- 


noon: And fo the: Cpncy brake' up)! the © Spaniard#ian 
Flemmgs 


(129) BL, | 
Flemmings cutfing mee bitterly, and 1'exſpeRedevery mai- 


nuce to be murdered by them, ' 
; The Indges' of the Admiralty propheſfied truer then 
Lilly hitherto ; for they told mee the ſaying of this ſilver 
would undo mee: for if the Council of State do not 
pay mee che eleventhouſand pounds they promiſed mee, 
I have by: ray faichfulneſs, honeſty and integrity ro my 

Countrey in the proteſting :againſt the diſcharge of this - 
ſilver ia the Admiralty, and by my conflant , chargeable 
and dangerous proſecution thereof, in getting the State . 
evvo hundred ſeventy..cight thouſand pound, in refuſing 
the Elaimers moriey, when they offered mee ten thouſand 
pounds to be (ilent and letthe'Stace be cozened of: the (ils 
ver: VVould1 have been a Knavel might havebecn rec- 
koned among Mr Stenicers greatones, but my faithfulneſs 
to my Countrey 1nthis:/particular ſervice (it the State be 
not juſt-co.mee in; their promife) will undo mee for 

ever. ee) WS: 5) 00 
Gentlemen | I have formerly delivered” a particu- 
lar of ſome; ;ofiyour: names, "and the ſummes of mo- 
ney 1 borrovved of you to to enable me to do this'/great 
ſervice, all-my! owrne Eſtate being under aſequeſtrarion, 
untothe Commiſſioners that were appGinted®to exam» 
inc this bufineſle. 

' Moſt of you knew whea you lent:methis monies, 
L was'to' lay it outin this butinefle in! the*Admirakie'; 
and tean honourable. Gentlemen -have' Certified , | bor- 
rowed of you and ſpent inthis fervice ſeven hundred fix» 
ty fave pounds , belides ſeverall' great ſunnimes of _ | 
rio 38: S | 
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Fpayd ſome of you for Intereſt;of this nnomey ever ſince 
the year 165 2, and great ſurmes--of money | have: boar- 
 rowed  todoithe Council of-;State other _ {Ad you 

may finds. in-this. baoke;Falcion. 103. ; © 1-7 

T owe untoyou allthis: 2:5)? of May 659 the ſumme 
of fikeen hundred- founie- andi.odde -pounds, ' currant 
money. of Zrglaud, which ſums Lhavelaid out, and agreac 
deal naoze, -in going :afithis Commonyvealths fervice. 
Gentlemen, 1: have printed this Letter! to acquaint the 
Councel of Size, that :feme of your have: commenced 
Suits, and 1 look every date for your Executions to belers 
ved on-me,.- for the yery-maney L laid ont'to fave the 
lives 'of thouſands of thisNatian..:;:.. 11 ton 

1 ſhall hutblic leave it to-the conſideration of 
Parliament, Councel of: State, and-all true Engliſhmen. 
that are Loyers of: their Coundrey, and-refpect the eredic 
ofthe Nation, when they ſhall rexdewhar reed in 
this ſervite, ſoclearly proved. 

- Furl}, yvikar the Scate and-Common-wealth hath got; nd: 
havanjpotinngcf tire: when Van: Fwumpe the Durch- 
Generall-vwith-the : Dutch Fleet: was io the Davre; | and 
a thaveryntimallwas offered! bythe Claimers of this 
Silver, .great-Nerchants of Fla who: was then in 
London to get this Silver out of the States hands, Thave 
proved. char] theſe very Claimiers ſeverall times offered 
me; the .ſumme; of ten: thouſand pounds, ro havefut- 
fored the. State to be cozened: of this: Silver ir the Ad- 
mitatie:, and; had 7. not cſteem'd and valued, the peace: 
" proſperity of DinNerionabayemny life Ivrould-have' 

— faken- | 
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taken this money, without any further, trouble, and gone 
and lived in: another Country , "where 7 could: have bin 
imployed in ſome Common wealths and. States; and haye 
bin honourablie and thankfully rewarded. _ 
 1.ſhall humbly defire che Parliament and Council of 
State ta conſider how many ſuch malignants there is. in 
. the:three Nations: Eygland, Stothand , and Ireland ; if the 
Parliament could but finde a cavee of ten ſuch malignants 
in -Englend, Scotland, Treland , and:ithe Dominions of 
Wales, to-bring them in two hundred ſeventy cight chou- 
ſand pounds every. one of them as 7 have done', luch 
a lumme of money would pay the debts of the Publique, 
if they can finde none of the breed but my elf, I humbly 
delire then. to preſerve me for a Phenit., and copay me 
eleven thouſand pounds which 7have iſs, cleerly proved 
they owe'me, and give me a Commiſſion co go a 
Kire-catching for the Common-vvealch, ſhall bumbly 
preſeor them witha great number'of pretended godly 
Buzzards,'who ſince the year” 1549. have cozened. the 
Comman.wealth of many hundred thoifand pounds, 
I ſhall bumblie ſhew them the wayes how: they have 
doneithis, and finde out the men who from the bottome 
of baſenefſcand beggeric, have by unjult waies acaumu» 
Jated co thetnſelves vaſt eſtates, in thele diſtrafted and 
rroubleſometimes, tothe ruine of many thouſands of 
families, whoſe cries for their oppreſtions haveaſcended 
up unto/Heaven, and no doubt but is the principal cauſe 
of |theſe ſad Yiſtrations and diviſions that' are-nov 


£ - 


amongſt us, ait5ls | 
S 2 if 


ad. 
IF one Achan could trouble -all 1ſrael for ſtealing 4 golden 
wedge,” and a Babyloniſh-Garmentz what diſturbance will a thous 
ſand Achans do, who have cozened the Common- wealth;of Eng- 
land, Scotland, and [reland ; ' for. my.part IT bumblie: ſay 
clearly, that. 1 never ſtayed this Silver in 16 52, for any of the 
then Councel of. States particalar profit,” I never. minded zither 
Oliver or Rowland, 1: did it for the ſervice of. the Commm- 
wealth, and Homour of the Nation, as was a true Engliſhman, 
without reſpefting private perſons ; and* let who will have the 
Government or Supreme Power I ſhall humbly demand it, as it'is 
my right and due; my dearlie earned. rcward of eleven thouſand 
pounds for this ſervice: 

S. Paul. (aith, hee ſought with: beaſts at Epheſus , I am 
ſure of it, in this bukineis, in ſtaying this Silver, I was 
fain to encounter vvith beafts in the Admiraltie, at- the 
Exchange , a ſhip-board , to-make my /elf- all things to all 
men , to ſpend my ſpirits, my money , make uſe of my 
Credit,, engage ſeverall'of you Gentlemen-to borrow 


- great ſumms of money for mee ,.toget-the State this great 


Treafure: and:when I exſpe& my reward, to bee: de- 
layed with 'Referrees, and\Reports, and Certificates; and 
to trouble all theſe honourable Gentlemen to ſpend their 
time for ſeveral daies in taking.the Proofs and-ColleRions, 
and as yet not to receive one dramm of juſtice, or one 
peny of -Reward ;. to bee uſed as-children are that look 
into a Fortune-book;, to be direRed from onepiritto an- 
_ other :-how honourablethis uſage will beefor the Com- 
| mon-wealth, to have this recorded to poſteritie, Heave it 
toyou, andall juſt men to judg. . | 

50 
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 9;;$9.cantrary, to all. hymane ex{peQation hath Gods 
A with, mee-jnthisþukneſs that where my 
greateſt fear-was ,,1 had no need torfear , and where my 
greateſt confidence: was.,- there I am miſerably diſap- 
pointed;  .;; 3d blutol 4 5503.30 v69-, ua 
. Fox1 feared the Spayiards and the Claimers would kill 
me. fos ſlaying this Silver ;-but;that was a needlefie fear , 
for God hath kept me, I put my truſt in man and thought 
afluredly.,.that it could neverenter into the hearts of Gen- 
tlemen., and an Englih Council of State;, but thagkfully 
and honourablie to pay me what they had promiled faith- 
fally,and Lſo dearly earned, which was for getting them 
two hundred ſeventy.cight thouſand pounds. - -- 
The State, to pay-me in liew ob my Eſtate taken from 
me, . to. my damage twenty-chouſand, pounds, for which 
the Council of State agreed to pay me as aforeſaid the ſum 
of eleven thouſand pounds, beſides. an honourable re- 
Ward. "y Jo Ib wy en lakey' 3; } 3 £21 3% 
Had1 ſerved my. God with that integrity ,. and broke 
ſo many nights ſleep to ſtudy to pleaſe him, as I didto 
pleaft the-Council of State-and-. man-, God would not 
have left,nor diſappointed me as man doth, Had theCoun- 
cil of State-an intention'never to have-/paied 'me when 1 
undertook, their work, they had done both you and me 
a Courceſie to have. chopped. of my. head ; and eaſed me 


out of atroupþleſom world-+. . | | 

Then L had not cozened you-of your menty., which 1 
muſt be forced to do if the. Council do not pay me, moſt 
_ of you know I could nor pay you, till the State payed me, 
NW EE. and 
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andthis ſome (Sai vol arteſt;ovheis required: 16berf, 
befides it grieves, ne” to the Souls tnorehor ſence", p 
who our'of good: will 'co'the' Nation, borrowed great 
fumames of money for ive,/and. at" this'-day'tre ud for 
- the ſameand muli pay it, that 1 ſhould be. made an in= 
ſtrungenc 'to | Trappan you :0t any hbneff' this for 
yout good will to your Coutittey”, "0; cozen 'you'of 
your money. 

Ic is erue my body 'is at-your PAIR priſon in 
a Goal; bur it is emer that you &, an Not 
fleſh or bones, | | M 3h 

How ſhamefolla thing: wank it bee, hat it ſhould 
beleftts poſterity , that Thomas Violet thar ſaved this Na. | 
tion ewo hundred ſeventy eight chonſand*pounds;, all 
imploied'in the defence of thieNation;, at ſuch a timethe 
Common- wealth: weas -in Jeapardie, and in great treights 
for money, diſcovering this Plot the ame day the Judy. 
es in the Admiraltie would haye diſcharged the Silver , 
andchen' it had bin Preſently conveyed to our enemies 
the Datch. 

For which 'fervice and- undertaking the Council of. 
'Seate faithfully protniſed him che ſumme'ofcleven chon- 
ſand potnds, and ati hohonfable reward , "Thomas Yrolet 
1 hue gott the (ommonewealth all this Silver as aforeſaid, 

no performance, no promiſe , nor word k 
That Thomas Yulet might have had teri thouſand 
pounds. from the Claimers{ tohave deſerted this Truft, 
and co have conniy'd and letthis Silvergo, burhe would 
net be falſe tothe Common-weelth. 


Ont 
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Wi. of fanty for two years being” a{{iſted by tenother per= 


fm re; this buſineſſe in wy Admiraltie,” a Shipboard 
tn py f Exthange ; ples m ſeveralÞother places ; and 1th 


much Trouble , Obale:; " 4hd: Rxpence 10 get the State the' a» 
forefaid gr "” "Treaſure, borwowing ffi. hundred ' pounds of 
ſeveral of {bi deay and hover dos Prends todo this fans, who 

upon” the 'Countils'of Sta/b0ndt performing” with me; in paying 
| pre my dearly ciyned* Rebar, were off coxened of theiv money , 
fort Gnor' pay" hou" Beforei'ithe Stare pay moo, "and if this 
fhontd fall out 'to\ be 'tyne;, wonld' not 'all og men ſay, both-you 
and I have bad hard' meaſire. for our- good will: and fidelity for 

tting the State this great T reaſure', "and make other mes for 


the atur# to take nine wihen ir offored hem - dl no! 
" Ani nt to play an'after 22nd as bd row $4 to Pectivn for 


my due {atisfattion. 

'T pray God for the" hanius of "eu Natit , and of this Po- 
Rerity' tat rhe Corel of State kb oder” formy: ſatisfattion; 
ond indeed 1 am perſwaded in my Conſcience," when the Conncil 
fees theſe TranfBttonrattefted F # multitude of  htnorrable Wit - 
we and niy ſervices' fogreat, that wever wnywan' of my quality 

the like Conteft with'w Bries'mem; andbwought-it to fs | 
FCA ae Fhave don,” thad hobby paid” elavan'thon/and 

ponds, "and the PDamayis will be 'be'tonfidered for the forbearance 
of mM dearly earned reward ſolong from 1653 to 1659. 

Chant 'F BavEprifented ax thande/iwfage'that you 
or {can ex yell” mii Thewot 7 [ web bonourably dralt with 
let he Arp w'Þ Del und: wait\ on' Godg" _ 
; ris and tide ont ps troubleſOntimes, (oe ke IJLLY 
| wht Trtave® ate oh then wil Þ'pay whadience: et Eoin he to 


Oliver, 
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Oliver, or Rowland, and 10 - er then I can have Proteflion 
will Towe obedience , but Twil rudy the happineſſe and Honour 
of my Countrey fo long as T live' and breath., and let Þhat will 
come this hath and ſhall. be my rule. (0. walke by: ; 

I now think it convenient to give.yeu-an accompt., he os 
waies I humbly propound to be paid by the Parliament and Couns 
cil of State this (umme- of eleven th ouſand ponds. and to take no 
money from them, but to.bring them ingreter ſummes of, money , 
and alſo a ivantage theNation many. ſcorex of thouſand pounds,and 
fill the Nation with great Treafure of gold and ſilver, the Soldiers 
delight, and. the Merchants Wi Ln that which is the Mug 
ſure of all things::: \; 

Upon the peruſeall of. ehis naxative; ou wil fo a "Wat taken 
in pieces, and to your eye you ſee the wheeles and ſprings... that 
makes the motions and the parties imployed. 

A Painter may ſhew you the ( olowirsi before, he: workes , but 
the craft is in mixing, aud grinding them, "and, hol, the, 
pencel that makes the Pifture, ... 

There is not one man of a hundred thouſand that ala, or can 
£0 through with this, buſweſſe , but the undertaking, of if i would 
brake bis neck.\\It was:God that inabled me ;,, and kept, up. my. 
ſiirits, and ſo he doth at #his day ," or elſe it had bin 1mpojfible 
but .1 ſhould have ſunke. under. the weiz izht of fo much op - 

preſſion, ' : | 
_ . The ſhewing ou i Wah, and, pajnting - inble; Jon, "ov to 
make either, without long ſtudy, Toples andmaterialls. . | 

"Here you uſer both. the Theorick; andthe proflick part, that 
Thave and canſerve my, Countrey« : ..- \ | 

Fae me thinkss that, rul6in qmonon Tubtic ſhould be allowed 


to 
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r0Me ; that haruging made. ny } ATI 4 it is among ſt mo/? 
Lawyers or Tradeſmen 4s a reading ſhews.g man well verſt in.the 
Law, an excellent Picture ance fouſhed makes « man an approved. 
Painter., and. ſeyerall: prizes. ſkilfully Plged. «proves 4. M4 1 
maſter of defence. 

1 humbly preſent unto the Parliament and Neabna my getting 
theC ommon wealth this two bundred ſeventy eight chouſand pounds. 
ta be my proof. piece,th ſhew tp poſter y,that.the: Garden. of, Eng- 
| land bathtoo'few ſuch malignant Violets, that would: valantari- 

ly venture life;credit., and.what is aboye life , have. morgaged 
all my well-being for the-fatwre for fiſteen hundred pounds to ſave 
this Nation, (and refuſed ten tenjeod pas, whe I al # ur .. 
fered tobe bribed. \ Haighncn hr | 

Let.any juſt man conſider of what I Ai: im ks 110 mgn can: 
deny me this reward. of . eleven. thouſand pounds, that Fatb 
ct. honour, or Ganjcience;. - \..c: 

When they rememberChrifts rule,do as thou wouldt þ Fl Janes Wits 
to , (1 muſt put the number of ſuch uogratefull rerſons , if the fad 
fate of State have left any of the breed in the Council of State not 
into the wnber cf Engliſh States men , but they are of the 
breed of Machiavel,) and 1 hope not to finde one of them in our 
Eogliſh Copuricl of State ,- that mY 'ſſe ( briſtianity and would 
offer worſe meaſure to their fellow Countrey-men , and Pro- 
reftants, then Turks would 'P to Chriſtians. 

God deliver all go2d honeſt minded men from ſuch Machiavel- 
villams, but 1 hope better things that St. James his rule ſhall 
be remembred , ſhew me thy faith by thy Workes, that 1 
that have bark in the Viyard of this (onmmons wealth all 
my time, ſo ſoxcejuly for the mu and honour of the Nation 


Ft 
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from the year 1648. to 1699. now 1 have gotten the State this 
Treaſure as 1 have fully proved it (both the money the State 
promiſed being eleven thouſand pounds;end an honourable reward). 
the honour and Jultice of the Nation being ſo highly concerned to 
ſee mee Juſily [atisfied. BY | 

T o conclude, have yon but patience till thengxt Term, and ſuch 
of you as have commenced your ſuits_go no further, put not your 
felfe and" me" to expence and trouble, till T get the Council of 
States" Znſwer to this booke , T here promiſe you all, ſuch of you" 
' that will have my perſon, next Terme willmgly to ſubmitt to your 
Executions , and if the Council of State will ſuffer me tobe bus 
ried ina priſon alive, for the money I expended to get the State 
two bundred ſeventy eight thouſand pounds, and at that time \ en- 
tured my life inthe buſmeſſe, ſuch oppreſſions will ſlinke in the 
noſtrils of all good and juſt men , but Ihope better things , and: 
 tiuſt the (oundil of State will be more carefull of the credit , and 
faith of the Nation. 


os 


Your Bond-man for the States ſervice , 
and wculd tain {ubicribe my ſelf ay 
own Freeman to do yon ſervice. 


Tr OMAS Viours T. 


THE 


*} 
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| THE POSTCRIPT. | 
T he Wayes T humbly propound to the State to pay me this debt, 
are "theſe, in: which-: Emploiment the Common wealth + 
will get twenty times more advantage then T, 


' as appears, 'V1z, 


7, I Have at this time three Bonds in my Cuftady , 
Which were out'of my. poſſeſſion twelve yeares 
in the Committee of. Shropſhires hands at Shrews- 
bury , which bonds are in ewo thouſand pounds for the 
payment'of me one. thouſand: pounds, and. taken from 
my SiſterAnno, 1643. who kept them for me, theſe bands 
were due in 16 44. I paid John Corbet Eſquire a member of 
this preſent Parliament forty pound, to have theſe Bonds 
delivered to me by the Committee of Salop, which money - 
I paid by command of the Council of Scate , as appeares 
in this book Fol. 27. 28.29. | 
I only humbly deſire and pray for an Order, or Or- 
dinanceof Parliameart co'confirme the ſaid Order of the 
Council of State; and that I be impowered by Order of 
Parliament to ſuc and to implead the ſaid Bonds, as for. 
merly 1 might have done, notwithſtanding any Order, or 
Ocdinance of Parliament rothe Committee of Shropſhire, 
or any other Committee touching or concerning theſe 
Bonds, in regard I have -paid the Committee of Salop 


forty pounds for them as aforeſaid, - 
-—n cor 


_—_ 
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And ſhall crankfall p02. and accept of theſe three 
Bonds for two chouland pounds in part of payment 
_ ofthe ſumme of eleyen- thouſand pounds the Council of 
. Scate promiſed me. Gentlemen, for your Comfor: theſe 
Bonds: are. good 'Bonds,.and the men Folyanc that owe 
me the-money; and the: money is;doubled at fix in the 
hundred at this day , and\Lbave ven of fifteen hundred a 
yeare tyed for the paymentof me of theſe Bonds at long 
running, though now they keep out of the way , "me 
(hail pay me. Mi. 2bt "YE ' 

2, Wheras I had an Office for Regulating 2old andfilyer 
thread, a5. appeares in this Book, Fol. 110.141. 112+ and 
bad 1 not bin diſturbed in the due Execution of the ſaid 
Office by ſeverall lamorous-cheating Silkemen,, Wyer- 
dew, and Refiners, who I. have proved to-the Par- 
liament make it a common. Tradeto cozen. the wearers 
of gold and ſilver Lace, as1 can atteſt ic underthe hands 
of'Mr. Ale xander Jackſon {worne aflay Maſter: of Gold- 
{miths Hall, aad ether perſons in a hundred parcels. 

The Refiners and Wyer. drawers of gold and ſilver 
within this rwenty yeares, have culled and melted down 
the heavieſt coines of Shillings , Sixpences,halfe Crownes, 
and Plate ofchis- Nation, to abovecke value of a million 
of Silver , tothe great weakening of the Stock of currant 
Silver money , the great decay of Trade, and'un( prakete 
lofſe to the Common-wealth: : 

| have, andcan produce to the Parliament a Genificas 
of the Committee of Trade datedthe 16" of Jamajy 16 57. 
ujon many _ogys cxamination-ofall theſe abules,T have ir 
| | certified 
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certified to the Parliament the ſeverall daily cheats of Wi- 
er-drawers put-on the Nation, and the Committee for 
Frade recommended me Thomas Vio!et to the Parliament 
to be reſtored to myOffice with ſuch fees as Treceived fors 
metly , and certifie the great, miſcheifes which is daily 
practiſed for want of this Office. 
And that I ſhould be ordered to put in ſecurity in the 
Exchequer in ſuch ſummes as the Parliament pleaſe to ap- 
point. me, to warrant all gold and filver Wye that ſhall 
be aſlayd ar the Office to be fine Silver, and not under 
Recling, and all gold and filver Thread to be juſtly and 
duly made, with a due proportion of Silke , and Thomas 
Foto pay the damages to any perſon greiv'd or wrong'd, 
_ buy gold or filyer Thread,or Lace ſurveyd as afore- 
aid, a 
Andto prohibit all Refiners, and other' perſons the. 
melting down the currant S;lver coints, or Plate of the 
Nation, for any of theſe manufaQtures upon ſevere penal- 
ties,the Committee recommend meto the Parliament, I 
ſhould haveche power as formerly to make learches, and 
deface all adujrerate gold and filyer Thread andWyer , and 
the Committee Certifies this Regulation of the reſtoring 
me to my Cfhce, would increaſe the ſtock of Silver inthe _ 
Nation above thirty thouſand pounds a yeare , the origi- 
nal Order I have ready to produce. | 
And 1t the Parliament by their Order 1umpower me to 
Execute that Office again , .and confirme me in it for two 
lifes , which coſt me fifteen hnndred pounds before 1 
could get the grant under the great Scale from the late 
100 BA i King 
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King, (which money I paid to the Lord Treaſurer Juck; 
ſon, Lord Cortington, Secretary Cook, Mr Atturney General 
"Banks,) if I have this Office againe, | will increaſe the 
i Rock! of Treaſure every yeare above ſeven'y thouſand 
pounds a ev horas yowe as this manufaQureis made, 
without a Rule, it waſtes the ſteck of Treaſure thirty 
thouſand pounds a year,and this 1 will maintaine, prove, 
ard demonſtrate it to your Honours to be true, this 
$ manufaRture being under no Rule andGovernment as it is 
' atthis day, is one of the back doors that hath brought ſuch 
a {carſi'y and want of currant Silver money on the Nation, 
and had itever come to Eximination in Parliament as 
now I deſire it may , L will prove itis more profitable to 
the Nation to keep money - in peoples purſes , then 
vainly to bruſh and loſe thirty thouſand pounds a year of 
men and womens cloaths as 15 Certified by a Committee 
of Parliament it now doth. 

I will demonſtrate this Nation had betteff haye given 
at this day one hundred thouſand pounds to me to have 
kept up this Office to a due Regulation , then have put 
down my Office , by the doing thereof they have had a 
million of money leſs in the ſtock of the Nation then 

they ſhould have had, had my Office continued , if the 

19g 0) rave pleale to impower me to Regulate this 
manufacture, and to receivethe fees | took formeily, I 
humbly will accept of it for two thouſand pounds lo 1 
may have it for two lifes, in part of payment of the eleven 
thouſand pounds which the State ovves me. 


3+ 1have for many years attended the Committee of the 
| | Mint 


- 
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Mint about Regulating their Mint, as 1s well knowneto 
many members of the Council of State what charge and 
cimel ſpent in this ſervice, Icomplained of this bultneſſe- 
eleven yeares ago , and for your further ſatisfaRtion 1 re- 
commend you tofol. 11. 12.13. 14. in this book, there 
you will ſee the true Reaſons ſet down how it comes a- 
bout that no ſilver and gold is coyned ir: the Towver, 

And that the Pailiamenr, I will Juſtifiz,had been better 
| to have giventhe tvwwo Do&ors Gourdon,and St.-Jobn,fory 
chon{and pounds for a Pention, chen have 1imployed chem 
in their Minr,that ic is not in the power or {kil of Doctors 
or Apo:hecaries ever to ſet che Mint at work as I have des 
monſtrated: that had I not ſtayed two hundred ſeventy 
eight thonſind pounds which was coyned by my proſc- 
cution, this ſum was as much money as hath bin coined 
in ſome levcn yeares in the Tower, (ince the Maſter- 
worker and Warden had that imploimeor, I have humbly 
offered if the Parſ1ament pleaſe ro command me and pay 
mee for my paines, that I -will make the Mint cor. 
ſtantly go, andcauſeevery year ſome hundred of thouſands 
of pounds to be coined, tothe honour of che Nation, and. | 
increaſe of che ſtock of the Nation. 

Provided I may have the place of Maſter-worker and 
Melter , with the uſuall fees formerly "allowed co them 
ſerled under the great Seale, and that l may be impowered 
by. Orders and Warrants from the Council of State from: 
time to time for to ſec the due execution of my place , ſor 
the inabling me to do this lerviee. This bukneſle re 


effect is very croubleſom and chargable, —_ ; 
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And will be-of mighty concernment to the State, for 
their ſervice, as you will ſee in this booke, by filling the 
Nation with Treaſure and money, the blood and finews 
of Commerce and Warr , what makes ſo generall a com- 
plaint of want of Trade, but want of money, and people 
have not monies to pay the ordinary and ond 
- Charges, and if the State do not look to ſettle this buſineſs 
- fuddenly, this milcheif for this many years I have fore- 
told to the Parliament in Print, and 7 knew would ſud. 
denly come upon us. | 
It 38 a certain Maxime,Not any private perſon,or aCom. 
mon-wealth can ever be capable of cft:Ring any great 
buſineſſe that is notrich in monies, or cannot command 
great ſurmmes of money, either of his own , or upon his 
Credit, 
| pray read and conſider what I have ſaid concerning 
this bulineſſe in this book, Fol 1. 12. 13 14. if the State im- 
ploy me here in the Mint, I will remove all theſe ob- 
ſtruftions, and ſet the Mint a working , and this imploy- 
ment if I have ic for my life , I will humbly accept of it at 
the value of two thouſand pounds,in part of payitrent of 
my latisfation of eleven chouland pounds , and by my 
induſtry and care will increale the States Stock eyety year 
 fomehundred of chouſand of pounds of Silver, which 
now comes in,and is ſtollen out. © PR 
I would never undertake to dothis dithule buſineſſe, 
were [notaflured there is none in the Nation can do it 
but my (elf, and till-che State umploy me, this work will 
never be done effetualiy, © 
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_ - Three 6f youGentlemen are great mints men and Gold+ 
ſmichs, and knovy che difficultic of this undertaking; and - 
I dare aftirme before you, none of you willcrouble your 
ſelves to finde outthe berrom of theſe difficule waies thae 
muſt be uſed todo this ſervice,not for ten times the profic 
I ſhall receive by this Emploiment, - PO Buy es 
Therefore I humbly deſire to have ana@tto injoy the 
place of Mafter-worker and Melter for my life, provided 
1do this ſervice within three moneths after wy grand, 
_ this miſcheif'is come to a gangrene, and the Councibof 
State mui make ſharpand'ſtrit Orders in this buſineſle ; 


__— orellethismiſcheif cannot be remedied, a greatdeal'of 


care-muſt be-ufed copurtheſe Laws inExecution,elfe there 
wil be a'pcrpeeval conſumptien of cheStock oftheNation 
-in'the Silver coines', as it is come already on the Gold 
coines'; yotrſhall not receive in a thouſand -pounds- one 
evyenty-{hillings-pecce inGold,and in feyy years there wil 
be the like defe& in the Silver, not ſo much as vill qmain- 
eaimCommerce , and Trade , pay Rentsand Taxes, nor 
to goto Market. \ 
The fitſt Sluce-gate that mult be ſtoppe 
bidding the melting of gold andSilver currant coins of the | 
Nation, forgold and ſilver thread-it'is true there'isa Law = 
againſt it , but who looks aker the Execution , Execution 
is that-thar gives life to the Law. Eel 16 

The like courſe muſt be taken againſt the Tranſporting 
gold &filver out of theNation,jt is true old Laws fotbid ic, 
but who makes it their bufineſſe ts diſcover the offenders 
 HadtheARpaſled in the Houſe which ? proſecuted 

IT... againſt 


d, is the for- * 
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 . againſt Tranſporting Gold and. Silver, and Timpowered 
© andimploycd as.7. humbly propounded.-ten yeares ago, 
this Nation had had at this day millions of Silver which 
is nov. Iranſported,. to the great damage ofthe Nation, 
_ This Act hath bin. twice read io the Houſe, ten times 
. Gommitted , Referred to the Committee of the Navies , 
Officers of the Mint', Officers of the Cuſtomes , all.their 
Reports and Certificates certifie that if the Parliament will 
not paſſe. this Act , and appoint able skilfull perſons'to 
make ic their bukineſle to hinder the Tranſportiog Gold 
and Silver, the ſtock of Gold and Silver in the Nation 
would be all Tranſported , ang this Nation expoſed to 
yery great inconveniences by not preventing it , whocan 
or could {ay morethen theſe Certificates lay. YT 
IF, the Parliament pleaſe, to. paſſe this. A&;,. 1-will 
| ſpcad my. time and ,paines, and in. that- ſervice., 
take theſe Tranſporters in the. nick of their ation, and 
confiſcate the monies , had 1.-Warrants and did ſ«- my. 
ſpringes-I would catch theſe Waodcocks, my experience 
| kak be of great advantage , for an old Dear ſtealer is the: 
beſt keeper of-the Park, and it is not unknown to. ſome. 
ff you that almoſt thirty yeates ago. 7.was queſtioned a+ 
bout Tranſporting Gold and Silver, 1diſcovered a neftof- 
Tranſporters of Gold , ;and the King. ingaged me to-do 
that ſervice, 1 caufed them to be fined twenty -foure 
thouſand one hundred pounds , inthe year-15351-in the 
Starr Chamber, as appears by .the Records, and-made 
Alderman Gibbs, and Sir John Wollaſton , glad to-Petition 
and pay well tothe late King. for theis Pardons; for 
7% fe abuſes 
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abuſes-doneintheir Trades, and this Was the true gr ind... 
of Gibbes , and Wdllaſtones revenge againſt me, ' 0 
. When inthe yecr 1643. they maliciouſly-and Kaiyifh: 
ly ingaged honourable Gentlemen to' preſent” me'ts the 
-Parliamentfor a malignanr,and to ſend me tq the Tower, 
and ſequeſter myEftate, to my damage at this day twenty 
thouſand pounds, only te work their malicious ends up- 
an me, when atthattime they had Trappaned mie;'to 
catch me as a man catcheth aPartridg with their Lowbe), 
Mr. 7 heophilus:Rily who decoyed: me into this foare' to 
undertake to bring up 'from Oxford the Letter from the 
Late King.Charles, mentioned -inthis'Book; Fol: 3 z.”* 
Aadthen to aggravat itagainſt me with tharViolenct th/ 
ſome honourable members of Parliamenr, thar it had like 
ta-colt me my life, and'[ ſuffered almoſt four'years impri- 
ſpament incheT ower,znd had my eftate ſequeſtted to tity 
damage. of twenty «thouſa nd pounds as appraresin this 
' Book; Fol. 38. ads Ml Ot TEST 
4 Petitioned the late ProteRtdr Richard for to'give me and ſont 
0:bers I nominated in truſt for my uſe, the grant of making a cams 
mon farthing , as appeares in this bnoke Fol.118:119; 129.121. 
12.2. the late Prote&tor. accordingly gives me &c.the grant of the 
fame forz1.years m part of my reward for this ſervice of ſtaying the 
Silver, andorders the Solicitor Genetall: to" attend the Parlia- 
ment for their Approbation , who are deſired to ordain and\appoint 
ſuch Rules), Probibitions , and Penalties , for the effeFuall , 
and. better management. of this ſervice, the preventing of all 
former abuſer jand: yeſtraining the importation and. Counter feit- 
ing of any the ſaid farthings fow the parts beywnd Sew, _ 
'F . _— 
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ſpal think t and neceſſary for the carrying on of. ehis buſines for the 
good of the 7-5amnR wealth, and he reſerves to the Chnmes-wealth 
ewelve pence out of every twenty two ſhillings. 

T ſhall bumbly deſire the Parliament , to give me the grant for 
the ſole making of a Publique farthing for 3 1.,yeares of the value 
and weight aforeſaid, and 1 ſhall bumbly and thankfully accept of 
this imployment as the value of five chaſes pounds towards my 
debt of eleven thouſand pounds , and if the Parliament pleaſe to 

 bave a farthing made lighter, yet as heavy againe 4s the common 
farthings , T ſhall: make a common farthing togo currant mn Engz 
land , Scotland, ard Ireland,and 7 will pay unto the maimet 
Solders five ſhillings upon every two and twenty ſhillmgs that is 
uttered in the Office, and accompt, truely upon Oath , 
this will be a great revenew to the matmedSolders , and I will be 
bound to accompt monthly to theT reaſurers of the meimedS olders, 
which will be about three, hundred pounds a moneth for ſame years. 
BY theſe waies 1 ſhall both pay my ſelf my eleven thouſand 
pounds ,and be ſerviceable to theCommon-wealth above an bundred 
thouſand pounds , in doing theſe ſervices in the Mint, and for 
Hegnlating gold and ſilver Lace , and Wyer , and fopping the 
. T ranſporting of gold and filver , no men in the Nation hath had 
the experience to do it but my ſelf , and where T get one penny the 
Common wealth in point of honour and profit will "get _ » 
the iſſue of all Thumbly leave to God , und ſubmit my ſelfe to bis 


Loud Providence. 


And remain Gentlemen your Bond-man 
25. Mey 1659. till the State free mce | 
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